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AN ACT

1  Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
2     Consolidated Statutes, prohibiting certain political
3     campaign, polling and survey telephone calls.

4     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

5  hereby enacts as follows:

6     Section 1.  Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated

7  Statutes is amended by adding a section to read:

_____________________________________8  § 7331.  Prohibition of push polling.

______________________________________________________9     (a)  Offense defined.--No person, political candidate,

__________________________________________________________10  campaigner, poll take or surveyor may initiate an outbound

______________________________________________________11  telephone call to a Commonwealth residential telephone

__________________________________12  subscriber to conduct a push poll.

_________________________________________________________13     (b)  Definitions.--As used in this section, the following

_______________________________________________________________14  words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

___________15  subsection:

____________________________________________________16     "Push poll."  Any paid telephone survey or series of



_____________________________________________________________1  telephone surveys that are similar in nature that reference a

________________________________________________________2  candidate or group of candidates if the following apply:

______________________________________________________3         (1)  The survey fails to make demographic inquiries on

___________________________________________________________4     factors such as age, household income or status as a likely

_____________________________________________________________5     voter sufficient to allow for the tabulation of results based

______________________________________________________6     on a relevant subset of the population consistent with

____________________________________7     standard polling industry practices.

__________________________________________________8         (2)  The pollster or polling organization does not

___________________________________9     collect or tabulate survey results.

_________________________________________________________10         (3)  The survey prefaces a question regarding support for

________________________________________________11     a candidate on the basis of an untrue statement.

_______________________________________________12         (4)  The survey is primarily for the purpose of

_______________________________________________________13     suppressing or changing the voting position of the call

__________14     recipient.

____________________________________________________________15  The term does not include any survey supporting a particular

______________________________________________________16  candidate that fails to reference another candidate or

_____________________________________________________17  candidates other than in a basic preference question.

_____________________________________________________________18     (c)  Penalty.--A person who violates subsection (a) commits a

_______________________________________________________________19  summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay

_____________________________20  a fine of $100 per violation.

____________________________________________________________21     (d)  Other law.--A violation of this section shall be deemed

_______________________________________________________________22  a violation of the act of December 17, 1968 (P.L.1224, No.387),

________________________________________________________________23  known as the Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law.

24     Section 2.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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