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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2777 >%%"

| NTRODUCED BY SCRI MENTI, WASHI NGTON, LAUGHLI N, SHANER, ROEBUCK
YOUNGBLOOD, JOSEPHS, MELI O STABACK, BOYES, HORSEY, WALKO
J. WLLIAMS AND PI STELLA, JUNE 28, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
JUNE 28, 2002
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), entitled "An
act creating the Departnent of Conservation and Natural
Resources consisting of certain functions of the Departnent
of Environnental Resources and the Departnent of Community
Affairs; renam ng the Departnent of Environnmental Resources
as the Departnment of Environnmental Protection; defining the
role of the Environnmental Quality Board in the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection; nmaking changes to responsibilities
of the State Conservation Comm ssion and the Departnent of
Agriculture; transferring certain powers and duties to the
Department of Health; and repealing inconsistent acts,"”
further providing for State forests; and naking an editorial
change.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 302(a)(6) and (b)(11) of the act of June
28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the Conservation and Nat ural
Resources Act, are anended to read:

Section 302. Forests.

(a) Acquisition, establishnent and di sposition.--The

departnment has the foll ow ng powers and duties with respect to

the acquisition, establishnent and disposition of State forest



1 lands and certain other Commonweal t h-owned resources:

2 * %

3 (6) \Whenever it shall appear that the welfare of this

4 Commonweal th, with reference to reforesting and the

5 betterment of the State forests, with respect to control,

6 scientific managenent, protection, utilization, devel opnment

7 and regul ati on of their occupancy and use, will be advanced

8 by selling or disposing of any of the tinber on the State

9 forests, to dispose of tinber on ternms nost advant ageous to
10 this Cormonweal th. The department is authorized and directed
11 to set aside, within the State forests, unusual or historica
12 groves of trees or natural features especially worthy of

13 per manent preservation, to nake the sane accessi bl e and

14 convenient for public use and to dedicate themin perpetuity
15 to the citizens of this Commonweal th for their recreation and
16 enj oynent. The departnent is hereby enpowered to nake and

17 execute contracts or leases in the nanme of the Commonweal th
18 for the mning or renoval of any valuable mnerals that nmay
19 be found in State forests, [or of oil and gas beneath those
20 wat ers of Lake Erie owned by the Commonweal th,] or of oil and
21 gas beneath the |and of Wodville State Hospital owned by the
22 Commonweal t h, whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of
23 the departnent that it would be for the best interests of
24 this Cormonweal th to nake such disposition of those minerals.
25 Any proposed contracts or | eases of valuable mnerals
26 exceedi ng $1,000 in value shall have been advertised once a
27 week for three weeks, in at |east two newspapers published
28 nearest the locality indicated, in advance of awardi ng such
29 contract or |ease. The contracts or | eases may then be
30 awar ded to the highest and best bidder, who shall give bond
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1 for the proper performance of the contract as the departnent
2 shal | designate. However, where the Commonweal th owns a

3 fractional interest in the oil, natural gas and other

4 m nerals under State forest |ands, the requirenment of

5 conpetitive bidding may be waived, and the departnent may

6 enter into a contract to | ease that fractional interest, with
7 t he approval of the Governor, and upon such terns and

8 conditions as the departnment deens to be in the best interest
9 of this Commonweal th. Notw thstanding the provisions of this
10 or _any other law to the contrary, neither the departnent nor
11 any ot her agency of the Commobnweal th nmay issue any permt or
12 nmake any | ease to take or renove oil or natural gas from and
13 under the bed of Lake Erie owned by the Conmonwealth.

14 * %k

15 (b) Utilization and protection.--The departnment has the

16 followi ng powers and duties with respect to the utilization and
17 protection of State forest |ands:

18 * %

19 (11) To lease, with the approval of the Governor, and in
20 cooperation with the Departnent of [Commerce] Comunity and
21 Econom c Devel opnent, those State forest |ands acquired by
22 gift from Pennsylvania State University or by acquisition
23 fromthe Curtiss-Wight Corporation which are |ocated at
24 Quehanna, Pennsyl vania, or recovered through the term nation
25 of a lease with Curtiss-Wight Corporation relating to
26 Quehanna, Pennsyl vani a, and upon which are erected certain
27 i ndustrial buildings constructed by the Curtiss-Wight
28 Corporation for industrial or econom c devel opnent purposes
29 or for nuclear reactor safety zone purposes. Such | eases may
30 be made with industrial tenants or nonprofit industrial
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30

devel opnent corporations. The departnent in securing tenants
shall cooperate fully with the Departnment of [ Comrerce]

Community and Econom c Devel opnent. Every such | ease entered

into shall conformin general to the terns of the standard

i ndustrial | ease used by the departnment and approved by the
General Counsel and the Attorney CGeneral. Every such | ease
shall otherwi se than as in this act prescribed be upon such
terms and conditions as the secretary considers in the best
interests of this Conmonweal th. However, all paved roads

t hrough the Quehanna project shall remain open to the general
public use. Any such |lease may permt the tenant to alter or
expand, at its own expense and with the approval of the
departnment first obtained in witing, existing buildings to
neet the requirenents of its particular industrial operation.
Every such | ease shall provide for the deposit of industrial
fl oor space rentals and sewage and water rentals in a
restricted revenue account fromwhich the departnment nay draw
noneys for use in devel oping, operating and mai ntaining the
wat er and sewage di sposal facilities, and repl acing

machi nery, equi pnent and fi xtures appurtenant thereto, at

af oresai d Quehanna. The restricted revenue account shall be
audited two years fromthe effective date of this act and at
two-year intervals thereafter, with any residue appearing in
the account at the end of each auditing period to be
deposited in the General Fund. The departnent is hereby
authorized to indemify and hold harm ess PermaG ain
Products, Inc., fromand agai nst any and all damages i ncurred
by PermaGrain Products, Inc., related to personal injury or
property damage, resulting fromradi oactive contam nation

ari sing exclusively from performance by this Conmonweal th or
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its contractors of the characterization, renediation,
decont am nati on and renoval of radioactive materials from
contam nated structures on those State forest |ands acquired
fromthe Pennsylvania State University or Curtiss-Wight

Corporation and | ocated at Quehanna, Pennsyl vani a.

* * %
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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