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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2610 %%

| NTRODUCED BY TANGRETTI, BUNT, CASORI O CORRI GAN, CRElI GHTON
FI CHTER, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HERSHEY, MAHER, MARKOSEK
McCALL, MELIO, M CHLOVIC, R MLLER MYERS, PALLONE, RAYMOND,
RCEBUCK, SHANER, SOLOBAY, STEIL, STERN, THOVAS, TRELLQ
WASHI NGTON AND WOINARGCSKI, MAY 1, 2002
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for prohibition on expenditures

for em ssion inspection program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4706(b.1) of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
8§ 4706. Prohibition on expenditures for em ssion inspection

program

* x *

(b.1) Further exception.--

(1) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply if
the secretary shall certify that a systemis required to
conply with the Clean Air Act (Public Law 95-95, 42 U S.C. 8§
7401 et seq.) and subsequent anendnents or a final decree of

a Federal court and is necessary for the Comonwealth to

receive or avoid the |loss of Federal funds, in which case the
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departnment shall establish and adm ni ster an enhanced
em ssion inspection program This program shall be
established in all areas of this Commonweal th where the
secretary certifies by publication in the Pennsyl vania
Bulletin that a systemis required in order to conply with
Federal |aw. Any area, counties, county or portion thereof
certified to be in the programby the secretary nust be
mandated to be in the program by Federal law. If a petition
is required to be sent to the Federal Governnent in order for
any counties, county or portions of any county to be exenpted
fromthe eni ssion inspection program the secretary shal
petition the Federal Governnent on behalf of any counties,
county or portion of any county that may qualify for an
exenption. In cases where nore than one county within a
nmetropolitan statistical area may be exenpted fromthe
em ssions inspection program the county with the | owest
popul ati on per square mle shall be exenpted first. In cases
where only portions of one county may be exenpted fromthe
em ssions inspection program the areas with the | owest
popul ati on per area of postal zip code coverage region shal
be exenpted first. If the secretary establishes a centralized
i nspection program the following limtations shall be
appl i cabl e:
(1) Vehicle em ssion inspection shall be on a
bi enni al basi s.
(ii) No vehicle repairs or vehicle safety
i nspections shall be perforned at any centralized
em ssion inspection facility.
(ti1) No contractor providing centralized inspection

shall own or have any business interest in any vehicle
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repair facility in this Commonweal t h.

(iv) For the purposes of this chapter, the
departnment may issue a contract for a period of seven
years or nore to the successful bidder for the
establ i shment and operation of a centralized program for
em ssions testing.

(v) The department shall pronul gate regul ations for
t he conduct, supervision and qualification of a
contractor, its principals, enployees or agents providing
centralized em ssion testing which shall include a
schedul e of offenses puni shable by fine of up to $20, 000
and shall make provision for the discipline, termnation,
suspensi on and/ or debarnment of a contractor, its
princi pals, enployees or agents for the violation of a
regul ation pertaining to the em ssion testing program

(vi) An em ssion inspection station shall not be

subject to nore than two covert perfornmance audits

annual ly. A person who is to be charged with a viol ati on

uncovered by a covert performance audit shall be notified

forthw th.

(vii) A person charged by a departnent quality

assurance officer or other authorized person with an

en ssi on i nspection violation shall have a right to a

heari nqg regardi ng the charges in accordance with the

(A The departnent shall provide witten notice

to an em SSsion i nspection stati on owner, deal er,

contractor, inspector, certified repair technician or

ot her enpl oyee of the contractor of the nature of the

al l eged violation and of the opportunity and
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procedure to request a departnental hearing.

(B) The hearing, if requested, for a violation

i nvol ving an i nmedi ate suspensi on shall take pl ace

wi thin seven days of the request.

(C) The hearing, if requested, for all other

violations will take place within 14 days of the

(D) The hearing shall be conducted by departnent

personnel at a site established by the departnent.

(2) At least 60 days prior to the inplenentation of any
enhanced em ssion inspection program devel oped under this
subsection, the Secretary of Transportation shall certify by
notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin that an enhanced em ssion
i nspection programw || comence.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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