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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2379 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SAYLOR, GEI ST, WATSON, LEH, ADOLPH, ARGALL,
ARMSTRONG, M BAKER, BASTI AN, BELARDI, BOYES, BUNT, BUXTON
CALTAG RONE, CI VERA, M COHEN, CORNELL, COSTA, CREI GHTON,
DALLY, DeLUCA, DERMODY, DeWEESE, EGOLF, FEESE, FI CHTER
FLEAGLE, FRANKEL, GRUCELA, GRU TZA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HASAY
HENNESSEY, KAI SER, KREBS, LaGROITA, LAUGHLIN, LEW S, LUCYK
LYNCH, MAI TLAND, MANDERI NO, MANN, MARKOSEK, M GEEHAN,
Mol LHATTAN, McNAUGHTON, MELI O METCALFE, R M LLER
S. MLLER NAILOR PERZEL, PHI LLIPS, PIPPY, PISTELLA,
READSHAW ROONEY, RUBLEY, SAI NATO B. SM TH, SOLOBAY
R STEVENSON, T. STEVENSQON, SURRA, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
TRAVAGLI O, VEON, WLT, WOINARCSKI, G WRI GHT, YEWCI C AND
YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 14, 2002

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, FEBRUARY 14, 2002
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, further providing for securing |loads in vehicles;
and providing requirenents for transporting | oose material .
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 4903 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
8§ 4903. Securing loads in vehicles.
(a) GCeneral rule.--No vehicle shall be driven or noved on
any hi ghway unl ess the vehicle is so constructed or |oaded as to
prevent any of its load fromdropping, sifting, |eaking or

ot herwi se escapi ng.

(b) Fastening load.--Every |load on a vehicle shall be



1 fastened so as to prevent the |oad or covering from becom ng

2 | oose, detached or in any manner a hazard to other users of the

3 hi ghway.

4 (c) Load of Iogs.--

5 (1) Every load of logs on a vehicle shall be securely

6 fastened with binders, chains or straps and, in the case of
7 an open-body or stake-body vehicle, trailer or semtrailer

8 there shall be a sufficient nunber of vertical netal stakes
9 or posts securely attached on each side of the vehicle,

10 trailer or semitrailer at |east as high as the top of the

11 | oad to secure such load in the event of a failure of the

12 bi nders, chains or straps.

13 (2) A load of logs which are greater than six feet in
14 | engt h nust be secured by three binders for each stack of

15 | ogs, except that, if the stacks are tiered so that one stack
16 rests upon the bottom stack or stacks, a total of three

17 bi nders is necessary for that tiered conbination.

18 (3) A load of logs which are six feet or less in length
19 nmust be secured by two binders for each stack of |ogs, except
20 that, if the stacks are tiered so that one stack rests upon
21 t he bottom stack or stacks, a total of three binders is

22 necessary for that tiered conbination.

23 (4) A tiered conbination which includes |ogs which are
24 greater than six feet and |l ogs which are six feet or |ess

25 shall be governed by paragraph (2).

26 (c.1) Load of |oose garbage.--Every |l oad of |oose, nonbal ed

27 garbage, waste, refuse or rubbish being transported through or
28 within this Commonweal th shall be transported in a vehicle with
29 four solid sides and with a cover or top of a type to prevent
30 any of the load from escaping. The cover or top shall remain
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tightly in place going to a disposal site. The | oad shall be no
hi gher than the solid sides of the vehicle. It is inperative
that all garbage, waste, refuse or rubbish be renoved fromthe
vehicle at the disposal site to prevent any scattering of litter
on the highway during the return trip. No truck, trailer or
semtrailer with an open body or stake body shall be used for
such purposes. This subsection shall not apply to vehicles
engaged in the systematic collection of garbage or refuse and
whi ch are designed to be open in the rear for the | oading of

gar bage or refuse.

(c.2) Load of bal ed garbage.--Garbage, waste, refuse or
rubbish in a tightly conpacted and bal ed form being transported
through or within this Commonweal th shall be securely fastened
to the vehicle and covered over all exposed areas with a canvas
cover or cover of a conparable type which shall be securely
attached to the underside of all sides of the truck, trailer or
semtrailer to prevent any of the nmaterial fromthe bales from
escaping. No part of any bale shall be uncovered, except for
i nspection, at any time during transportation within or through
this Coormonweal th until arrival at the disposal site.

(c.3) Renpval of debris.--The owner of a vehicle from which

dirt, debris or an agricultural product has fallen on any

hi ghway i s responsi ble for renpoving that dirt, debris or

agricul tural product within a reasonable tine.

(d) Establishnent of standards for fastening devices.--The
departnment may pronul gate regul ati ons establishing m ni mum
st andards governing types and nunbers of devices to be used in
securing loads to prevent spillage and | eakage of a | oad while
in transit.

(e) Exceptions.--This section does not prohibit:
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(1) [the necessary spreadi ng of any substance in hi ghway

mai nt enance or construction operations] dropping sand,

abrasi ves, chem cals or other materials to i nprove traction;

(2) spreading water or other substance to construct,

clean or maintain a hi ghway; or

[(2)] (3) the shedding or dropping of feathers or other
matter fromvehicles hauling |live or slaughtered birds or

ani mal s.

(f) Penalty for violation of subsection (a), (b) or (c).--A
person who owns or who operates a vehicle in violation of
subsection (a), (b) or (c) and, as a result of the violation,
any item piece, fragnent or part of the |oad escapes and causes
injury to a person or damage to anot her vehicle or other
property conmts a summary offense and shall, upon conviction,
be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than [$300] $500 nor nore
t han [ $1, 000] $3,000. A violation of subsection (a), (b) or (c)
whi ch does not result in injury to a person or damage to anot her
vehicle or other property constitutes a summary offense,
puni shable by a fine of not |ess than $100 nor nore than $300.

(g) Penalty for violation of subsection (c.1) or (c.2).--A
person who owns or who operates a vehicle in violation of
subsection (c.1) or (c.2) conmmts a summary of fense and shall,
upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than
[ $300] $500 nor nore than [$1, 000] $3,000. Notwi thstanding the
provi sions of 42 Pa.C.S. 88 3571 (relating to Commonweal t h
portion of fines, etc.) and 3573 (relating to munici pal
corporation portion of fines, etc.), disposition of any fine
collected for a violation of subsection (c.1) or (c.2) shall be

as foll ows:

(1) Unl ess paragraph (2) applies, the fine collected
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shall be paid to the Commonweal th for deposit into the Mtor
Li cense Fund.

(2) If the county where the offense was comritted has a
l[itter control program approved by the departnment, 50% of the
fine collected shall be paid to the county for expenditure in
the approved litter control program and 50% of the fine
coll ected shall be paid to the Coomonweal th for deposit into
t he Motor License Fund.

Section 2. Title 75 is anended by adding a section to read:

§ 4903.1. Loose materi al .

(a) Carrying | oose nmaterial.--A Person nay not, in violation

of this section, carry any | oose material in any vehicle on or

across any highway in this Conmonweal t h.

(b)Y Loading | oose material.--A person nay not, in violation

of this section, |oad any | oose material for carrying i n any

vehicl e on or across any highway in this Commonweal t h.

(c) Enclosures generally.--

(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (d), the bed

of the vehicle carrying a | oad of | oose material shall be

fully encl osed:

(i) On both sides, by sideboards or sidepanels.

(ii) On the front, by a board or panel or by the cab

of the vehicle.

(iii) On the rear, by a tailgate, board or panel.

(2) (i) The enclosures required by paragraph (1) shal

be constructed so as to prevent any part of the |oad from

blowing, falling or spilling out of the vehicle.

(ii) No part of the | oad touchi ng any of these

encl osures may be within six inches of the top of the

part of the enclosure that it touches, unless the load is
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1 covered with a firnmly secured canvas or _simlar type

2 covering.

3 (iii) If the vehicle nmanufacturer's original design
4 specifications for bed enclosures have been altered to

5 i ncrease the vehicle's |oad capacity, no part of the |oad
6 t ouching any of these enclosures may be within six inches
7 of the top of the part of the enclosure that it touches

8 and the highest point of the |oad may not be higher than
9 any of these enclosures, unless the load is covered with
10 a canvas or _other type cover approved by the departnent
11 that is secured as provided in paragraph (3).

12 (3) This subsection does not apply to:

13 (i) any load-carrying vehicle with a conpartnent

14 that fully encloses the |oad; or

15 (ii) a vehicle in which the load is suitably covered
16 or _secured by other neans that prevent the escape of the
17 | oose material .

18 (d) Canvas enclosures. --

19 (1) A vehicle carrying a load of |oose naterial shal
20 have its bed fully enclosed on the top by a canvas or other
21 type cover approved by the departnent.
22 (2) Any cover required under this section shall be
23 secured in a nmanner to prevent:
24 (i) Any part of the Ioad fromblowi ng, falling or
25 spilling out of the vehicle.
26 (ii) The cover fromblow ng off the vehicle.
27 (e) Renoval of spillage; securing tailgate; nmintenance of
28 Dbed.--
29 (1) This subsection does not apply to any construction
30 vehicle or mning equipnent that:
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(i) is npving between construction barri cades on a

public works project; or

(ii) only is crossing a hi ghway.

(2) A vehicle used for carrying | oose materi al nmay not

be operated on any hi ghway unl ess:

(i) Al spillage fromloading | oose nmaterial is

renoved fromthe nonl oad-carrying parts of the vehicle.

(ii) Wiether the vehicle is | oaded or enpty, the

tailgate is closed securely to prevent spillage of a | oad

or of any residue.

(iii) The bed does not have any hol es, cracks or

openi ngs through which | oose materi al can escape.

(iv) After unloading | oose material, all residue is

renoved fromthe nonl oad-carrying parts of the vehicle.

(f) Definition.--As used in this section, the term"I| oose

material" includes:

(1) Dirt, sand, gravel, wood chips or other nmateri al

that can blow, fall or spill froma vehicle as a result of

novenent or of exposure to air, wi nd or weather.

(2) Any other kind of material that can blow, fall or

spill as specified in rules and reqgul ati ons adopted by the

departnent. The term does not include agricul tural products,

including sod, in their natural state.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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