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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2273%%%"

| NTRODUCED BY SATHER, SCHULER, HERMAN, BEBKO- JONES, BELFANTI
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, L. |. COHEN, CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, CURRY,
DeLUCA, DeWEESE, J. EVANS, CEI ST, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, HORSEY,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, LEVDANSKY, MANDERI NO, MELI O, READSHAW RGSS,
RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCHRCODER, SEMMEL, STEELMAN, STURLA,
E. Z. TAYLOR THOVAS, WATSON, WLT, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD,
M COHEN AND BROWNE, JANUARY 14, 2002

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 7, 2002
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the People Inproving Lots of Lives for
Pennsyl vani a's Heal th G ant Program ;—anrd—+aki-rg—an <—
L otion

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the People
| mproving Lots of Lives for Pennsylvania' s Health G ant Program
Act .

Section 2. Purpose and findings.

(a) Purpose.--The purpose of this act is to reduce the
stigma and prejudice society puts on individuals with nental
i1l nesses by increasing public know edge about nental health,
mental illness and nental illness treatnent.

(b) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds and decl ares as



1 follows:

2 (1) There are stigma and prejudi ce surrounding

3 individuals with nmental illness.

4 (2) This stigma and prejudice lead to | ow sel f-esteem
5 i sol ati on and hopel essness for people with nmental ill ness.

6 (3) This stigma and prejudice reduce patient access to
7 resources and opportuniti es.

8 (4) This stigma and prejudi ce discourage individuals

9 with mental illness from seeking appropriate and avail abl e
10 treatnent for their illness.

11 (5) This stigma and prejudice arise from people's fear
12 of violence fromindividuals with nental illness.

13 (6) Overall, the likelihood of danger from i ndividuals
14 with mental illness is |ow

15 (7) The stigma and prejudi ce can be reduced through

16 prograns of advocacy, public education and contact wth

17 persons who suffer fromnmental ill ness.

18 (8) Mental health and nental illness are shaped by age,
19 gender, race and culture.

20 (9) To be effective, the diagnosis and treatnment of

21 mental illness nust be tailored to individual circunstances
22 that take into account age, gender, race and culture.

23 (10) Services that take these denographic factors into
24 consi deration have the greatest chance of engagi ng people in
25 treatment, keeping themin treatnent and hel ping themto

26 recover.

27 (11) Mental illnesses are legitimate health conditions
28 that are part of mainstreamhealth care and are statistically
29 denonstrated to be responsive to treatnent.

30 (12) Mental illness is the second | eadi ng cause of
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disability and premature nortality in the United States.
(13) Pronpt, appropriate treatnent of nmental illness is
critical to saving lives, strengthening famlies and

i mprovi ng Pennsyl vani ans' heal t h.

1

2

3

4

5 Section 4. Definitions.
6 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

7 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

8 context clearly indicates otherw se:

9 "“Advi sory conmttee.” The People Inproving Lots of Lives for
10 Pennsylvania's Health Advisory Conmttee established by this

11 act.

12 "Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the

13 Commonweal t h.

14 "Entity." A qualified foundation, library, nonprofit

15 business or community-based organization.

16 “"Mental illness.” A diagnhosable nmental disorder.

17 "Secretary."” The Secretary of Public Welfare of the

18 Commonweal t h.

19 Section 5. Mental health awareness prograns.

20 The secretary shall have the power and duty to:

21 (1) Make grants to prograns that decrease the stigna and
22 prejudi ce toward people with nental ill ness.

23 (2) Designate, in conjunction with the Secretary of

24 Heal th and the Secretary of Aging, mninmum standards each

25 program nust neet by:

26 (1) Establishing eligibility qualifications for

27 grants.

28 (1i) Enunerating specific areas of coverage within
29 t he program

30 (i1i1) Establishing specific requirenents to neet the
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needs of race, culture and gender with an increased focus

on mnorities and various age groups in a programs

servi ce area.

(iv) Consulting with the advisory commttee
regarding eligibility and program st andards.
(v) Meeting annually with the advisory conmttee.
Section 6. Authority for regulations.
The departnent shall have the power to pronul gate regul ations
for prograns created under this act.
Section 7. Advisory conmttee.
(a) Formation.--The secretary shall forma People |nproving
Lots of Lives for Pennsylvania' s Health Advisory Commttee.
(b) Conposition.--

(1) The conmittee shall be conprised of 15 nenbers, five
of whom shall be actively practicing nmental health providers
licensed in this Cormonwealth with experience in mnority
mental health issues, five of whom shall be individuals who
receive or have received nental health treatnent and five of
whom shal | be parents of children receiving nental health
treat nent.

(2) The Governor, the President pro tenpore of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the
House of Representatives shall each appoint one actively
practicing nmental health provider licensed in this
Commonweal th who has experience in mnority nmental health
i ssues, one present or former nental health patient and one
parent of a child receiving treatnment for nental ill ness.

(3) Each appointing authority shall designate one nenber

to serve for an initial termof two years, one nenber to
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serve for an initial termof three years and one nenber to

serve for an initial termof four years. After the original

appoi ntnments are made, nenbers shall serve for ternms of four
years. A nenber shall serve until a successor is appointed.

Vacancies shall be filled in the sane manner as the original

appoi nt nent s.

(c) Duties.--The conmittee shall performthe follow ng
duti es:

(1) Convene an annual neeting of providers participating
under this act.

(2) Report to the secretary on the results of the
nmeet i ng.

(3) AIdthe secretary in designing program standards and
eligibility requirenents.

(d) Conpensation.--No nmenber of the commttee shall be
conpensat ed except for reinbursenent of expenditures incurred in
per formance of duti es.

Section 8. Annual reports.

The departnent shall report annually to the Governor and the
CGeneral Assenbly regarding its activities under this act. The
report shall include:

(1) The activities and expenditures of the departnent
under this act.
(2) The activities of recipients of grants under this

act .

(3) The nunber of people served.

(4) The nunber of people denied grants under this act.

(5) The recommendations in summary form made fromthe
annual neeting of the advisory commttee.

(6) The recommendations of the secretary.
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6 Section 10 9. Ef fecti ve date.

7 This act shall take effect
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in 60 days.



