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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2271 %%

| NTRODUCED BY W LT, BASTI AN, BENNI NGHOFF, CAPPELLI, CLYMER
COLEMAN, HALUSKA, HERSHEY, SEMVEL, SHANER, STABACK, STEELMAN,
STERN, R STEVENSON, THOVAS, WATSON AND EGOLF
JANUARY 14, 2002

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 14, 2002
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for comon-|aw

marri age.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1103 of Title 23 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
[8 1103. Common-law nmarri age.

This part shall not be construed to change the existing | aw
with regard to conmon-| aw narri age. ]

Section 2. Title 23 is anended by adding a section to read:

8 1705. Abolition of commpn-|aw nmarri age.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),

commpn-|law marriage is prohibited in this Commonweal th, and the

marri age of a nman and wonan nmay occur in this Commpbnwealth only

if the narriage is solemi zed by a person described in section

1503 (relating to persons qualified to solemize nmarri ages) and




1 the narriage otherwise is in conpliance with this part.

2 (b) Exceptions.--A common-law narriage that satisfies either
3 of the following remains valid on and after the effective date
4 of this section:

5 (1) the common-law nmarriage originated in this

6 Conmonweal th prior to the effective date of this section and
7 has not been term nated by death, divorce, dissolution of

8 marriage or annul ment; or

9 (2) (i) the common-law marriage originated in _another
10 state or nation that recognizes the validity of conmon-
11 | aw marriages, and the common-law nmarriage is in

12 accordance with all relevant aspects of the |aw of that
13 state or nation; and

14 (ii) the conmmon-law narriage has not been term nated
15 by death, divorce, dissolution of nmarriage, annul nent or
16 other judicial determ nation in this Conmonwealth or

17 anot her state or nation.

18 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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