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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2267 %%

| NTRODUCED BY R M LLER, SOLOBAY, ARMSTRONG, M BAKER, BARD,
BASTI AN, BROWNE, CAPPELLI, CAWEY, L. |. COHEN, COLEMAN,
CORNELL, COSTA, CREI GHTON, DeLUCA, D G ROLAMO, FAI RCHI LD,
FLI CK, FRANKEL, GABI G CElI ST, GEORCE, GRUCELA, HALUSKA,
HARHAI , HENNESSEY, HERMVAN, HESS, HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, KAl SER
LAUGHLI N, LEW 'S, MACKERETH, MANDERI NO, McCALL, McGEEHAN
READSHAW RGOSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SAMUELSON, SATHER, SCHULER
SEMVEL, SHANER, B. SM TH, STABACK, STERN, E. Z. TAYLOR
TI GUE, WANSACZ, W LT, WOINAROCSKI AND ZUG JANUARY 4, 2002

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JANUARY 4, 2002
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AN ACT
Providing for public access to defibrillation program for
grants to pronote the use of automated external
defibrillators by first responders, for eligibility
requi renents and application procedures and for duties of the
Department of Health; and nmaking an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public Access
to Defibrillation Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The General Assenbly hereby finds that:
(1) Heart disease is the | eading cause of death in the

United States and that over 200,000 deaths each year are

attributed to sudden cardi ac arrest.
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(2) The survival rates of a victimof sudden cardiac
arrest can be increased by up to 44% by greater public access
to defibrillation.

(3) It isthe intent of this law to provide greater
public access to defibrillators by ensuring that first
responders have access to automated external defibrillators.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Aut omat ed external defibrillator.” The termas defined in
42 Pa.C.S. 8 8331.2 (relating to good Samaritan civil inmunity
for use of automated external defibrillator).

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.

"First responder.” Any individual who has been certified as
a first responder by the Department of Health pursuant to 28 Pa.
Code § 1003.22 (relating to first responder).

“"Municipality.” A county, a city of the first class, a city
of the second class, a city of the second class A a third cl ass
city, a borough, an incorporated town, a township of the first
cl ass and a township of the second class, including a county, a
city of the first class, a city of the second class, a city of
the second class A, a third class city, a borough, an
i ncorporated town, a township of the first class or a township
of the second class that has adopted a home rule charter,
optional plan or optional charter.

Section 4. Public Access to Defibrillation Program

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the

departnment the Public Access to Defibrillation Programfor the

pur pose of pronoting the purchase of automated external
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defibrillators by municipalities for the use of first
responders.

(b) Eligible use.--Miunicipalities nmust use any grant awarded
under this act for the purchase of up to two autonmated external
defibrillators for first responders.

(c) Criteria for award of grant.--The departnent shal
consider the following factors in awarding grants under this
secti on:

(1) The population of the nunicipality.

(2) The amount and type of first responders within the
muni ci pality.

(3) The nunber of automated external defibrillators
al ready available to first responders within the community.

(4) The geographic distribution of automated external
defibrillators throughout this Commonweal t h.

(d) Gant limtation.--The anount of the grant shall not
exceed 50% or $1,500 of the purchase price of each automated
external defibrillator.

(e) Ternms of grants.--The recipients of a grant shall enter
into an agreenent with the departnent. The agreenent shal
i nclude, but not be |limted to, the follow ng terns and
condi ti ons:

(1) Al automated external defibrillators nust be used
by a certified first responder.

(2) Al recipients shall maintain and test the automated
external defibrillators according to the manufacturer's
oper ati onal gui deli nes.

(3) Al recipients shall notify energency nedi cal
servi ces personnel of the presence of an autonmated external

defibrillator and assure that any appropriate data or
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information is nmade avail able to emergency nedi cal services

or other health care providers as request ed.

(f) Statenment of policy.--The departnment shall establish the
policies and procedures necessary to carry out the provisions of
this act. The policies and procedures shall be pronul gated as a
stat ement of policy.

Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $2,500, 000, or as mnmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnment of Health to
carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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