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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2156 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGHOFF, M BAKER, BARD, BEBKO- JONES,
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, CRElIGHTON, EGOLF, J. EVANS, FAlI RCH LD
GEl ST, GEORGE, HARHART, HARPER, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HORSEY,
JAMES, KELLER, MCALL, McGEEHAN, Mcd LL, Ml LHATTAN, NAILOR
PALLONE, PI CKETT, PIPPY, ROHRER, RUBLEY, SATHER, SCHRODER
SCHULER, B. SM TH, SOLOBAY, E. Z. TAYLOR, THOVAS, TRELLO,
TURZAI, WANSACZ, WATSON, WOINARCSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD,
NOVEMBER 19, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
NOVEMBER 19, 2001
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 4, 1996 (P.L.893, No.141), entitled
"An act providing for volunteer health services; limting
liability of a volunteer |icense holder; and requiring
reports,” further defining "volunteer |icense"; further
provi ding for volunteer status, for regulations and for
exenptions; and providing for indemity and defense for
active practitioners and for optional liability coverage.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The definition of "volunteer |icense" in section
3 of the act of Decenber 4, 1996 (P.L.893, No.141), known as the
Vol unteer Health Services Act, is anended to read:
Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:
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"Vol unteer license.” A license issued by the appropriate

board to a [retired individual] health care practitioner who

docunents, to the board' s satisfaction, that the individual wll
practice [w thout personal renuneration] only in approved

clinics without renuneration, who is:

(1) aretired health care practitioner; or

(2) a nonretired health care practiti oner who i S not

required to maintain professional liability i nsurance under

the act of October 15, 1975 (P.L.390, No.111), known as the

Health Care Services Ml practice Act, because the health care

practitioner is not otherw se practici ng nedi ci ne or

providing health care services in this Commbnweal th

Section 2. Sections 4, 5 and 9 of the act are anended to
read:
Section 4. Volunteer status.

A licensee in good standing who retires fromactive practice

or a nonretired |icensee who does not otherwi se currently

practice or provide health care services in this Commonweal t h,

and is not required to maintain professional liability i nsurance

under the act of October 15, 1975 (P.L.390, No.111), known as

the Health Care Services Ml practice Act, may apply, on forns

provi ded by the appropriate board, [to place the |icensee's

license on volunteer status] for a volunteer license.

Section 5. Regul ati ons.
Each board shall pronul gate regul ati ons governing the
vol unteer |icense category. The regul ations shall include[:
(1) Qualifications for placing a license on vol unteer
status after the effective date of this act.
(2) Criteria under which a licensee who, having retired

in good standing and allowed the licensee's |icense to becone
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i nactive prior to the effective date of this act, may be
i ssued a volunteer license.

(3) Procedures under which a volunteer |icense hol der

may return to active practice.] qualifications for obtaining

a volunteer |icense.

Section 9. Exenptions.

For the purposes of this act, volunteer |icensees who are
ot herwi se subject to the provisions of the act of COctober 15,
1975 (P.L.390, No.111), known as the Health Care Services
Mal practice Act, shall be exenpt fromthe requirenments of that
act with regard to the maintenance of liability insurance
coverage. Volunteer licensees holding a |icense issued by the
State Board of Chiropractic shall be exenpt fromthe provisions
of section 508 of the act of Decenber 16, 1986 (P.L. 1646,
No. 188), known as the Chiropractic Practice Act.

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 10. 2. Indemmity and defense for active practitioners.

A health care practitioner who provides health care services

at an approved clinic without renunerati on under an active

nonvol unteer |license shall be entitled to i ndemnity and def ense

under the terns of whatever liability i nsurance coverage i s

mai ntai ned by the practitioner to conply with the act of October

15, 1975 (P.L.390, No.111), known as the Health Care Services

Mal practice Act. No health care practiti oner nay be surcharged

or deni ed coverage because of any claimarising out of care

rendered at an approved clinic.

Section 10.3. Optional liability coverage.

A hol der of a volunteer |icense who el ects to purchase

prinmary i nsurance to cover services rendered at an approved

clinic shall not be obligated to purchase excess coverage

20010H2156B2891 - 3 -



1 through the Medi cal Professi onal Catastrophe Loss Fund.

2 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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