PRINTER S N0 2169

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1726 %%

| NTRODUCED BY KAI SER, LEDERER, MARKGOSEK, DI VEN, CAPPELLI, DALEY,
WLT, WOINARCSKI, READSHAW BUNT, FRANKEL, CALTAGQ RONE,
SATHER, MELIQ, E. Z. TAYLOR, PALLONE, SOLOBAY, KELLER, CLARK,
BELFANTI, THOVAS, C. WLLI AMS, HARHAI AND PI STELLA,
JUNE 12, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, JUNE 12, 2001
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AN ACT
Relating to child identification; requiring hospitals and
birthing centers to notify parents of the availability of the

Child Identification Program requiring hospitals and

birthing centers to provide identification services to the

parent upon paynent of a fee; encouragi ng physicians to
participate in the Child Identification Program and

prohi biting the creation or mai ntenance of certain records.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Child
I dentification Program Act.

Section 2. Legislative findings and intent.

The General Assenbly finds that the new technol ogy of DNA
testing is of great potential benefit to the residents of this
Commonweal th. Having a child s DNA sanple available will enable
parents to better assist |law enforcenent in finding and

identifying a child in the unfortunate event of a child's

di sappearance or abduction, as well as identifying children who
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may be victinms in an accident or natural disaster. Obtaining a

DNA sanple sinply requires the placenent of a drop of blood on

specially treated paper for long-termstorage by the parent. It

is the intent of the General Assenbly that all health care

provi ders, including hospitals, birthing centers and physi ci ans,

assi st parents in obtaining the sanple for safekeeping by the

par ent .

Section 3. Certain medical providers to assist parents in the
Child Identification Program

Every licensed hospital and every licensed birthing center
shal |, upon adm ssion for a | abor and delivery, notify the
parent as part of the adm ssion process that the hospital or
birthing center is a participant in the Child ldentification
Program and wil|l provide a DNA sanple for identification
pur poses to the parent upon request and upon paynment of a fee to
be determ ned by the hospital or birthing center. The fee may
not exceed the reasonable cost of obtaining the sanple and
necessary materials. |If the parent elects to participate and
pays the fee, the hospital or birthing center shall obtain the
DNA sanpl e and provide the sanple to the parent for safekeeping.
No copy or record of any DNA sanples provided to a parent shal
be created or maintained by any entity participating in the
Child Identification Program
Section 4. Participation by physicians.

The CGeneral Assenbly encourages all physicians who provide
primary care to children born prior to the inplenentation of the
Child Identification Programto voluntarily participate and
offer the Child Identification Programto their patients. The
State Board of Medicine is encouraged to assist |icensed

physi cians in | earning about and participating in the Child
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1 ldentification Program
2 Section 5. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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