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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1541 *%5

| NTRODUCED BY GANNON, M BAKER, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI
CASORIO, L. |I. COHEN, CORRI GAN, CREI GHTON, DALEY, DALLY,
DeLUCA, FAI RCHI LD, FLICK, GABI G GElI ST, GEORGE, HALUSKA,
HERVAN, HORSEY, JAMES, KI RKLAND, MCALL, MELI O, PRESTON
READSHAW RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SCRI MENTI, SOLOBAY, STABACK,
STEELNMAN, STERN, WATSON, C. WLLIAM5, WLT, WOGAN AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MAY 8, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 18, 2001
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
jurisdiction and venue AND FOR THE LI M TATION OF TI ME FOR <—
CERTAIN MAJOR CRI M NAL OFFENSES.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

. | . a43)—ofTitd 4 .
Lvani L dated . od ]
SECTION 1. SECTI ONS 1515(A)(3) AND 5552(B) OF TI TLE 42 OF <

THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:
§ 1515. Jurisdiction and venue.

(a) Jurisdiction.--Except as otherw se prescribed by general
rul e adopted pursuant to section 503 (relating to reassi gnnent
of matters), district justices shall, under procedures
prescri bed by general rule, have jurisdiction of all of the

following matters:



1 * x *
2 (3) Guvil clainms, except clains against a Cormonweal th
3 party as defined by section 8501 (relating to definitions),

4 wherein the sum denmanded does not exceed [ $8, 000] $12, 000,

5 excl usive of interest and costs, in the follow ng cl asses of
6 actions:

7 (i) In assunpsit, except cases of real contract

8 where the title to real estate may be in question.

9 (ii) In trespass, including all forns of trespass

10 and trespass on the case.

11 (iti1) For fines and penalties by any governnent

12 agency.

13 A plaintiff may waive a portion of his claimof nore than

14 [ $8, 000] $12,000 so as to bring the matter within the

15 nmonetary jurisdiction of a district justice. Such waiver

16 shall be revoked automatically if the defendant appeals the

17 final order of the district justice or when the judgnent is

18 set aside upon certiorari.

19 * x *

20 § 5552. OTHER OFFENSES.

21 * x *

22 (B) MAJOR OFFENSES. - - A PROSECUTI ON FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

23 OFFENSES MUST BE COMMENCED W THI N FI VE YEARS AFTER IT IS

24 COW TTED:

25 (1) UNDER THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS COF TI TLE 18 ( RELATI NG

26 TO CRI MES AND OFFENSES)

27 SECTI ON 911 ( RELATI NG TO CORRUPT ORGANI ZATI ONS)

28 SECTI ON 2702 ( RELATI NG TO AGGRAVATED ASSAULT) .

29 SECTI ON 2706 ( RELATI NG TO TERRORI STI C THREATS) .

30 SECTI ON 2713 (RELATI NG TO NEG.ECT OF CARE- DEPENDENT
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30

PERSQN) .

SECTI ON 2901 ( RELATI NG TO KI DNAPPI NG) .

SECTI ON 3121 ( RELATI NG TO RAPE).

SECTI ON 3122. 1 ( RELATI NG TO STATUTORY SEXUAL
ASSAULT) .

SECTI ON 3123 ( RELATI NG TO | NVOLUNTARY DEVI ATE SEXUAL
| NTERCOURSE) .

SECTI ON 3124. 1 ( RELATI NG TO SEXUAL ASSAULT).

SECTI ON 3125 ( RELATI NG TO AGGRAVATED | NDECENT
ASSAULT) .

SECTI ON 3301 ( RELATI NG TO ARSON AND RELATED
OFFENSES) .

SECTI ON 3502 ( RELATI NG TO BURGLARY).

SECTI ON 3701 ( RELATI NG TO ROBBERY) .

SECTI ON 3921 ( RELATI NG TO THEFT BY UNLAWFUL TAKI NG OR
DI SPOSI TI ON) THROUGH SECTI ON 3933 ( RELATI NG TO UNLAWFUL
USE OF COVPUTER) .

SECTI ON 4101 ( RELATI NG TO FORGERY) .

SECTI ON 4107 ( RELATI NG TO DECEPTI VE OR FRAUDULENT

BUSI NESS PRACTI CES) .

SECTI ON 4108 ( RELATI NG TO COMVERCI AL BRI BERY AND
BREACH OF DUTY TO ACT DI SI NTERESTEDLY).

SECTI ON 4109 ( RELATI NG TO R GG NG PUBLI CLY EXHI Bl TED
CONTEST) .

SECTI ON 4117 ( RELATI NG TO | NSURANCE FRAUD).

SECTI ON 4302 ( RELATI NG TO | NCEST).

SECTI ON 4701 ( RELATI NG TO BRI BERY | N OFFI Cl AL AND
POLI TI CAL MATTERS) THROUGH SECTI ON 4703 ( RELATI NG TO
RETALI ATI ON FOR PAST OFFI Cl AL ACTI ON).

SECTI ON 4902 ( RELATI NG TO PERJURY) THROUGH SECTI ON
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1 4912 (RELATI NG TO | MPERSONATI NG A PUBLI C SERVANT) .

2 SECTI ON 4952 ( RELATI NG TO | NTI M DATI ON OF W TNESSES
3 OR VI CTI MB) .

4 SECTI ON 4953 ( RELATI NG TO RETALI ATI ON AGAI NST W TNESS
5 OR VICTIM).

6 SECTI ON 5101 ( RELATI NG TO OBSTRUCTI NG ADM NI STRATI ON
7 OF LAW OR OTHER GOVERNVMENTAL FUNCTI ON) .

8 SECTI ON 5111 ( RELATI NG TO DEALI NG I N PROCEEDS OF

9 UNLAWFUL ACTI VI TIES).

10 SECTI ON 5512 (RELATING TO LOTTERI ES, ETC.) THROUGH
11 SECTI ON 5514 ( RELATI NG TO POOL SELLI NG AND BOCKMAKI NG) .
12 SECTI ON 5902( B) (RELATI NG TO PROSTI TUTI ON AND RELATED
13 OFFENSES) .

14 SECTI ON 6312 ( RELATI NG TO SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHI LDREN) .
15 (2) ANY OFFENSE PUNI SHABLE UNDER SECTI ON 13(F) OF THE
16 ACT OF APRIL 14, 1972 (P.L.233, NO 64), KNOMW AS THE

17 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG DEVI CE AND COSMETI C ACT

18 (3) ANY CONSPI RACY TO COW T ANY OF THE OFFENSES SET

19 FORTH | N PARAGRAPHS (1) AND (2) AND ANY SOLI CI TATION TO

20 COW T ANY OF THE OFFENSES | N PARAGRAPHS (1) AND (2) IF THE
21 SOLI C TATI ON RESULTS I N THE COMPLETED OFFENSE

22 (4) UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO 21),

23 KNOM AS THE PUBLI C VELFARE CCDE.

24 (5) UNDER THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 24, 1998 (P.L.874,

25 NO 110), KNOWN AS THE MOTOR VEH CLE CHOP SHOP AND | LLEGALLY
26 OBTAI NED AND ALTERED PROPERTY ACT.

27 * x *

28 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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