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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1103 %5

| NTRODUCED BY RUFFI NG, STURLA, SOLOBAY, ROONEY, CAPPABI ANCA
ARMSTRONG, BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, CALTAG RONE, M COHEN,
CORRI GAN, DALEY, DeLUCA, FREEMAN, GEI ST, GEORGE, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HUTCHI NSON, LAUGHLI N, LESCOVI TZ, MANDERI NO, MARKOSEK,
MELI O ORI E, PISTELLA, READSHAW ROBERTS, RUBLEY, TANGRETTI
TI GUE, TRELLO WALKO, C. WLLIAMS, CAWEY, WLT, WOINARCSKI,
YOUNGBLOOD, JOSEPHS, COSTA, WATERS, FRANKEL, SAlI NATO AND
HARHAI , MARCH 21, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MARCH 21, 2001
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AN ACT

Establ i shing a grant programfor paid nmunicipal fire
departnents; and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal
Fire Departnent G ant Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advanced |ife support services.”" The termshall have the
meani ng given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),

known as the Energency Medical Services Act.
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"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.

"Basic |ife support services." The termshall have the
meani ng given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
known as the Energency Medical Services Act.

"Conmi ssioner." The State Fire Conm ssioner.

"Facility."” A structure or portion thereof intended for the
pur pose of storage or protection of firefighting apparatus,
anbul ances and rescue vehicles and rel ated equi prent and gear.
The term does not include neeting halls, social halls, social
roons, |ounges or any other facility not directly related to
firefighting or the furnishing of anbul ance or rescue services.

"Fiscal year." The fiscal year of the Commnweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.

"Grant program” The Municipal Fire Departnent G ant Program
establ i shed in section 3.

“"Municipality.” Any city, borough, incorporated town,
townshi p or honme rule nunicipality.

"Pension plan or system"™ As defined by section 102 of the
act of Decenber 18, 1984 (P.L.1005, No.205), known as the
Muni ci pal Pension Plan Fundi ng Standard and Recovery Act.

"Plan year." The 12-consecutive-nonth period applicable to a
pensi on plan which is utilized for various actuarial and
financi al purposes and which shall be considered a cal endar year
commenci ng on January 1 and endi ng on Decenber 31.

"Unfunded actuarial accrued liability." As defined by
section 102 of the act of act of Decenber 18, 1984 (P.L. 1005,

No. 205), known as the Municipal Pension Plan Funding Standard
and Recovery Act.
Section 3. Minicipal Fire Departnment G ant Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Minicipal Fire Departnment G ant
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Programis hereby established and shall be adm nistered by the
agency in consultation with the conm ssioner. Gants provided
under this programshall be used to inprove and enhance the
capabilities of the paid nunicipal fire departnment to provide
firefighting, anbul ance and rescue services.

(b) Cuidelines and procedures.--The agency shall devel op
gui del i nes, procedures and all applications necessary to
i npl enent the grant program The agency shall submt the
gui del i nes, procedures and applications to the Legislative
Ref erence Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin
and Pennsyl vania Code within 90 days of the effective date of
this act.

Section 4. Award of grants.

(a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
grant awards to each eligible nmunicipal fire departnment for the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Construction and/or renovation of the fire
departnment's facility and purchase or repair of fixtures and
furni shings necessary to nmaintain or inprove the capability
of the departnment to provide fire, anbul ance and rescue
servi ces.

(2) Repair of firefighting, anbul ance or rescue
equi pnent or purchase thereof.

(3) Debt reduction associated with paragraph (1) or (2).

(4) Contributions to a pension plan or system desi gnated

for paid firefighters that has an unfunded actuarial accrued
l[iability as of the nbst recent plan year.

(b) Linmits.--

(1) Gants awarded pursuant to this act shall be nmade on

a conpetitive basis follow ng the subm ssion of an
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application and an appropriate review procedure undertaken by
the agency in consultation with the conm ssioner, and not be
| ess than $50, 000 nor nore than $2, 000,000 per municipal fire
depart nment.

(2) No municipal fire departnent shall receive nore than
one grant per fiscal year under sections 4 and 5.

(c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--

(1) The agency shall provide applications for grants
under this act to every paid fire departnent serving a
muni cipality in this Comonweal th on or before August 1 of
t hat year.

(2) Minicipal fire departnments seeking grants under this
act shall submt conpleted applications to the agency on or
bef ore Novenber 1 of that year. The agency shall act to
approve or di sapprove the application by Decenber 31 of that
year. Applications which have not been approved or
di sapproved by the agency by Decenber 31 shall be deened
approved.

(3) Applications submitted after the Novenber 1 deadline
shall be accepted by the agency, and grants may be awarded at
the discretion of the agency fromthe reserve fund set aside
under section 5.

(d) Eligibility.--Gant funds awarded under this act shal
be limted to paid fire departnments serving a municipality or
muni ci palities within this Conmonweal t h.

Section 5. Reserve funds.

(a) Percentage.--The agency shall reserve an anount not to
exceed 3% of the funds allocated in section 6 for the grant
program establ i shed under this act for the purposes of awarding

grants to nunicipal fire departnments that submt applications
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after the Novenber 1 deadline, that would have otherw se been
eligible for and been awarded a grant under the grant program

(b) Limtations.--No nmunicipal fire departnment may receive a
grant fromreserve funds in an anount greater than the anount
that it would have received had it applied in a tinely manner.
Section 6. Minicipal Fire Department Grant Program fundi ng.

(a) Initial appropriation.--The sum of $25, 000,000, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the
Pennsyl vani a Emergency Managenent Agency for the purpose of
maki ng grants to eligible municipal fire departnments pursuant to
this act.

(b) Continuing appropriation.--The General Assenbly shal
annual ly include in the appropriation to the Pennsyl vani a
Emer gency Managenment Agency in the General Appropriation Act an
appropriation fromthe General Fund in an anount sufficient to
make grant awards pursuant to this act.

(c) Restriction.--No noneys fromthe appropriation for
grants to nunicipal fire departments authorized pursuant to this
act shall be used for expenses or costs incurred by the agency
for the admi nistration of the grant program authorized by this
act .

Section 20. Effective date.
This act shall take effect July 1, 2001, or inmediately,

whi chever is |ater.
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