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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for the
vol unt eer-i n-public-service negligence standard. andfor <—
F s . Lo b ] .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTI ON 1. SECTI ON 8332.4(A) AND (E) OF TITLE 42 OF THE <—
PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:
§ 8332.4. Vol unteer-in-public-service negligence standard.

(a) [Ceneral rule.--] Services covered.--

(1) Except as provided otherwise in this section, no

per son who, without conpensation and as a volunteer, renders
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public services for a nonprofit organizati on under section

501(c)(3) [or (4)], (4) or (6) of the Internal Revenue Code

of 1986 (68A Stat. 3, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) [or (4)], (4) or
(6)) or for a Commonweal th or | ocal governnent agency
conducting or sponsoring a public service program or project
shall be liable to any person for any civil damges as a
result of any acts or om ssions in rendering such services
unl ess the conduct of such person falls substantially bel ow

t he standards generally practiced and accepted in |ike

ci rcunst ances by simlar persons rendering such services and
unless it is shown that such person did an act or onmtted the
doi ng of an act which such person was under a recognized duty
to another to do, knowi ng or having reason to know that such
act or omission created a substantial risk of actual harmto
the person or property of another. It shall be insufficient
to inpose liability to establish only that the conduct of
such person fell below ordi nary standards of care.

(2) Except as provided otherwise in this section, no

desi gn prof essi onal who, w thout conpensati on and as a

vol unt eer, provi des PROFESS|I ONAL services related to a

decl ared national, State or | ocal energency caused by a nmjor

ear t hquake, hurricane, tornado, explosion, coll apse or other

siml|ar disaster or catastrophic event at the request of or

with the approval of a Federal, State or |ocal public

official, |aw enforcenent official, public safety official or

bui | ding i nspection official acting in an official capacity

shall be liable to any person for any civil damages as a

result of any acts or onmissions in rendering such services

unl ess the conduct of such design professional falls

substantially bel ow the standards generally practi ced and
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accepted in like circunstances by simlar persons rendering

such PROFESSI ONAL services and unless it is shown that such <—

desi gn professional did an act or onmitted the doi ng of an act

whi ch such desi gn professi onal was under a recogni zed duty to

another to do, knowi ng or having reason to know that such act

or onission created a substantial risk of actual harmto the

person or property of another. It shall be insufficient to

impose liability to establish only that the conduct of such

desi gn professional fell below ordi nary standards of care.

* * %

(e) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Conpensation.” The termshall not include reinbursenent for
reasonabl e expenses actually incurred or to be incurred.

"Desi gn professional." An individual |icensed by the

Commpnweal th of Pennsyl vania as an architect, geol ogist, |and

surveyor, | andscape architect or professional engi neer.

"Public service programor project.” An organized program

or other public service ordinarily conducted or rendered by

vol unt eers.
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Section 2. This act shall
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t ake effect

in 60 days.



