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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 592 =55

| NTRODUCED BY EGOLF, BENNI NGHOFF, DelLUCA, DeWEESE, ARMSTRONG
READSHAW YOUNGBLOOD, NAI LOR, BELARDI, CORNELL, LYNCH
HENNESSEY, CALTAG RONE, GEI ST, GRUCELA, PHILLIPS, M BAKER
TRAVAGLI O, VANCE, GECRCE, SOLOBAY, FEESE, TULLI, LAUGHLI N
DAI LEY, ORI E, CAPPELLI, WOINARCSKI, ZUG DALEY, BELFANTI,
WLT, LEDERER, STABACK, WOGAN, TI GUE, DALLY, FRANKEL, SHANER
JADLOW EC, FAI RCH LD, FORCI ER, CLARK, SCHRCDER, S. M LLER,
FI CHTER, SCHULER, PISTELLA, BASTI AN, E. Z. TAYLOR WALKQO
LEH, ROHRER, SURRA, MARSI CO, SATHER, Cl VERA, M:NAUGHTON,
WASHI NGTON, T. STEVENSON, KELLER, BARRAR, BARD, METCALFE
HUTCHI NSON, COLAFELLA, STERN, HASAY, HESS, CLYMER, M CHLOVIC
LUCYK, PETRARCA, COSTA, HORSEY, SEMVEL, SAMUELSON, HARHAI AND
GABI G FEBRUARY 8, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 16, 2001
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for the display of

the United States flag and fer rel ating cerenonies, FOR <—

DI SQUALI FI CATI ONS FOR TEACHER S CERTI FI CATE, FOR DAYS SCHOOLS
NOT TO BE KEPT OPEN AND FOR MEDI TATI ON AND PRAYER PERI ODS
AND REQUI RI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO PAY FOR ALL
FLAGS.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 771 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L. 30,
No. 14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, anended January
8, 1952 (1951 P.L. 1856, No.497), is anmended to read:

Section 771. Display of United States Flag; Devel opnent of
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Patriotism--The board of school directors in each district
shall, when they are not otherw se provided, purchase a United
States flag, flagstaff, and the necessary appliances therefor,
and shall display said flag upon or near each public school
building in clement weather, during school hours, and at such
other tinmes as the board nay determ ne.

Al'l boards of school directors, all proprietors or principals
of private schools, and all authorities in control of parochi al
school s or other educational institutions, shall display the
United States national flag, not |ess than three feet in |ength,
within all school buildings under their control during each day
such schools are in session. In all public schools, the board of
school directors shall nake all rules and necessary regul ations
for the care and keeping of such flags. The expense thereof
shall be paid by the school district.

Al'l supervising officers and teachers in charge of public,
private or parochial schools shall [establish and direct the
conduct of appropriate daily instruction or cerenonies, or, in

lieu thereof,] cause the Flag of the United States of Anerica to

be di splayed in every classroomduring the hours of each school

day, and shall offer the Pl edge of All eqgi ance or the nati onal

anthemin grades one through twelve at the begi nni ng of each

school day. No pupil may be conpell ed agai nst the pupil's

obj ection, approved in witing, by the pupil's parent or

quardian, to recite the Pl edge of All eqgi ance or to sing the

nati onal anthem In addition, the supervisor, officers and

teachers may offer at |least one full period per week, for the

pur pose of affirm ng and devel oping all egi ance to and respect
for the Flag of the United States of America, and for the

pronoti ng of a clear understanding of our American way of life,
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with all of the unparalleled individual opportunities, and our
republi can form of governnent, with its responsiveness to

maj ority decisions and demands. Such el enents shall be included
in this programas instruction in the fundanmental principles of
our form of governnment, an understandi ng of the provisions of
the Constitution of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania and the
Constitution of the United States of Anerica, the values to be
found in the freedom of speech, of religion and of the press,

t he values to be found in obedience to the |aws of the |and and
t he Commonweal th, the inportance of exercising the right of
franchi se, the obligation of every citizen to stand ready to
defend our country at all times frominfiltration or aggression
by those whose acts and ideol ogies are contrary to our American
phi | osophy of life.

SECTION 2. SECTION 1209 OF THE ACT, AMENDED APRI L 15, 1959
(P.L.41, NO 16) AND JUNE 24, 1959 (P.L.485, NO 110), IS AMENDED
TO READ:

SECTI ON 1209. DI SQUALI FI CATI ONS. - - NO TEACHER S CERTI FI CATE
SHALL BE GRANTED TO ANY PERSON WHO HAS NOT SUBM TTED, UPON A
BLANK FURNI SHED BY THE [ SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON|
SECRETARY OF EDUCATI ON, A CERTI FI CATE FROM A PHYSI Cl AN LEGALLY

QUALI FI ED TO PRACTI CE MEDI CINE I N THI S COWONWEALTH, OR I'N ANY
OTHER STATE OR THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A, SETTI NG FORTH THAT SAI D
APPLI CANT [I'S NEI THER MENTALLY NOR PHYSI CALLY DI SQUALI FI ED, BY
REASON OF TUBERCULOSI S OR ANY OTHER COVMUNI CABLE DI SEASE OR BY
REASON OF MENTAL DI SORDER FROM SUCCESSFUL PERFORVANCE OF THE
DUTI ES OF A TEACHER, NOR TO ANY PERSON WHO HAS NOT' A GOOD MORAL
CHARACTER, OR WHO IS IN THE HABI T OF USI NG OPI UM OR OTHER
NARCOTI C DRUGS I N ANY FORM OR ANY | NTOXI CATI NG DRI NK AS A
BEVERAGE, OR TO ANY APPLI CANT WHO HAS A MAJOR PHYSI CAL

20010H0592B2683 - 3 -
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DI SABI LI TY OR DEFECT UNLESS SUCH A PERSON SUBM TS A CERTI FI CATE
SI GNED BY AN OFFI CI AL OF THE COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY FROM WH CH HE
WAS GRADUATED OR OF AN APPROPRI ATE REHABI LI TATI ON AGENCY,

CERTI FYI NG THAT IN THE OPI NI ON OF SUCH OFFI Cl AL THE APPLI CANT,
BY H S WORK AND ACTI VI TI ES, DEMONSTRATED THAT HE | S SUFFI ClI ENTLY
ADJUSTED, TRAI NED AND MOTI VATED TO PERFORM THE DUTI ES OF A
TEACHER, NOTW THSTANDI NG HI' S | MPEDI MENT. ] HAS NO CURRENT MENTAL

OR PHYSI CAL | MPAI RVENT WHI CH PREVENTS SAI D APPLI CANT FROM

PERFORM NG THE ESSENTI AL _FUNCTI ONS OF A TEACHI NG POSI TI ON W TH

OR W THOUT REASONABLE ACCOVMODATI ON AND THAT SAI D APPLI CANT DCES

NOT_ CURRENTLY USE | LLEGAL DRUG SUBSTANCES.

SECTI ON 3. SECTI ON 1502(A) OF THE ACT, AMENDED JUNE 25, 1997
(P.L.297, NO 30), IS AVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 1502. DAYS SCHOOLS NOT TO BE KEPT OPEN. --(A) EXCEPT
AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (C), NO SCHOCL SHALL BE KEPT OPEN ON
ANY SATURDAY FOR THE PURPCSE OF ORDI NARY | NSTRUCTI ON, EXCEPT
VWHEN MONDAY | S FI XED BY THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS AS THE
VWEEKLY HOLI DAY, OR ON SUNDAY, MEMORI AL DAY, FOURTH OF JULY,

[ CHRI STMAS] VETERANS DAY, THANKSG VI NG CHRI STMAS, THE FI RST OF

JANUARY AND UP TO FI VE ADDI TI ONAL DAYS DESI GNATED AS LOCAL
HCLI DAYS | N THE ADOPTED SCHOOL CALENDAR BY THE BOARD OF SCHOCL
DI RECTORS AS OFFI CI AL LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CT HCOLI DAYS, NOR SHALL
ANY SCHOOL BE KEPT OPEN IN ANY DI STRI CT DURI NG THE TI ME OF
HOLDI NG THE TEACHERS' | NSTI TUTE FOR SUCH DI STRI CT. THE BOARD OF
SCHOCL DI RECTORS MAY CANCEL ANY DAY DESI GNATED AS A LOCAL
HCLI DAY | N THE EVENT OF A WEATHER EMERGENCY OR NATURAL DI SASTER
* x %
SECTI ON 4. SECTION 1516.1 O THE ACT, ADDED DECEMBER 6, 1972
(P.L.1412, NO 305), IS AMENDED TO READ:
SECTI ON 1516. 1. MEDI TATI ON AND PRAYER PERI ODS. --(A) | N EACH
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PUBLI C SCHOOL CLASSROOM THE TEACHER I N CHARCE [ MAY, OR I F SO
AUTHORI ZED OR DI RECTED BY THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DI RECTORS BY WH CH
HE |'S EMPLOYED,] SHALL, AT THE OPENI NG OF SCHOOL UPON EVERY
SCHOCL DAY, CONDUCT A BRI EF PERI OD OF S| LENT PRAYER OR
VEDI TATI ON W TH THE PARTI CI PATI ON OF ALL THE PUPI LS THEREI N
ASSEMBLED.

(B) THE SILENT PRAYER OR MEDI TATI ON AUTHORI ZED BY SUBSECTI ON
(A) OF THI'S SECTION IS NOT | NTENDED TO BE, AND SHALL NOT BE
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CONDUCTED AS, A RELI G OQUS SERVI CE OR EXERCI SE, BUT SHALL BE
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CONS| DERED AS AN OPPORTUNI TY FOR SI LENT PRAYER OR MEDI TATI ON ON

=
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A RELI G QUS THEME BY THOSE WHO ARE SO DI SPOSED, OR A MOVENT OF
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SI LENT REFLECTI ON ON THE ANTI Cl PATED ACTI VI TI ES OF THE DAY.
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SECTI ON 5. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON SHALL PROVI DE OR PAY

H
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FOR ALL FLAGS REQUI RED BY THI S ACT.
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Section 2 6. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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