PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 576, 3653 PRI NTER S NO. 3836

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 533 %5

| NTRODUCED BY GODSHALL, M BAKER, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BROWNE
CRUZ, CGEORGE, HORSEY, HUTCHI NSON, LAUGHLI N, NAILOR, STABACK,
C. WLLIAMS, WLT, SAI NATO AND MAHER, FEBRUARY 7, 2001

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
MAY 6, 2002
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AN ACT
Directing the Departnent of Public Welfare to devel op and submt
a plan to elimnate the waiting list for community services
for persons diagnosed with nmental retardation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Mental
Ret ardati on Services Waiting List Elimnation Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings.
The General Assenbly finds as follows:

(1) In Pennsylvania there are 21,379 adults di agnhosed
with nmental retardation who are on the waiting list for
comunity services.

(2) O that anount, 8,310 individuals are in either
crisis or critical need of service.

(3) There exists a "shadow' waiting list of individuals

who are not known to counties and who are not on the waiting
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[ist, but who cone forth with critical or energency service

needs.

(4) Funds and other resources currently allocated for
community services for individuals with nental retardation
are inadequate to provide for the people on the waiting |ist.

(5) Conmunity services are essential for people
di agnosed with nmental retardation to |live as productive,
active menbers of their comunities.

(6) The Department of Public Wl fare has not yet
devel oped a plan to specifically address the elimnation of
the waiting list in a systematic fashion.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Plan.” The plan required under section 4.

Section 4. Preparation and subm ssion of plan.

The departnent shall devel op and submt to the Governor and
the General Assenbly, within 180 days of the effective date of
this act, a plan to elimnate by the year 2005 the current and
future waiting list for community services for people diagnosed
with nental retardation
Section 5. Contents of plan.

The plan shall include, but not be limted to:

(1) Statistical information on the current waiting |ist
and the projected nunber of people requesting community
services through the year 2005.

(2) Financial information on the amount of Federal,
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State or other funds that will be required annually for al

costs to elimnate the waiting list by the year 2005.

(3) The manner in which the services will maxim ze the
practices of person-centered planning, inclusion and self-
determ nation in the creation of expanded comunity services
for people diagnosed with nmental retardation.

(4) A plan to address the shortage of staff in comunity
prograns which includes a plan to address the issue of |ow
wages for direct care staff.

(5) A GEOGRAPHI CAL ANALYSI S OF THE WAI TING LI ST TO <—
| DENTI FY THE SPECI FI C NEEDS OF | NDI VI DUALS W TH MENTAL
RETARDATI ON | N RURAL, URBAN AND SUBURBAN LOCATI ONS AND A
STRATEGY TO DEAL W TH THE SPECI FI C CHALLENGES OF ELI M NATI NG
THE WAI TING LI ST I N RURAL, URBAN AND SUBURBAN LOCATI ONS.

Section 6. Public hearings and coments.

In the devel opnment of the plan, the departnent shall conduct
publ i c hearings and obtain public comrent from people with
mental retardation, their famlies, guardians and providers of
rel evant services.

Section 7. Annual subm ssion of progress report.

The departnent shall include in its annual budget subm ssion
a request for funds to elimnate the waiting |list and a progress
report on the status of the waiting list. This progress report
shall be submtted to the Governor and the General Assenbly and
shall provide statistical information on the individuals served
fromthe waiting list and the associated financial data in an
annual and accunul ated fashion until the waiting list is
el i m nat ed.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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