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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 111 =35

I NTRODUCED BY ORI E, YOUNGBLOOD, PHI LLIPS, DALEY, PRESTON, BEBKO
JONES, E. Z. TAYLOR, MARSI CO Cl VERA AND CLYMER
JANUARY 23, 2001

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JANUARY 23, 2001
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for

content of course of instruction and exam nation and

continui ng education requirenment relating to certain mnor
judiciary.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 3113 and 3118 of Title 42 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:

§ 3113. Content of course of instruction and exam nati on.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The board shall prescribe and approve the
subject matter and the exam nation for the course of training
and instruction required by this subchapter. The Adm nistrative
O fice shall, subject to the direction of the board, adm nister
the course of training and instruction and conduct the
exam nation. The Admi nistrative Ofice shall conduct the course
and exam nation at such tinmes, at such places and in such manner

as the regul ations of the board may prescribe. The board shal

make the course of instruction available at such times so as to
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insure that any district justice, bail conmm ssioner or judge
el ected or appointed may qualify to assume office as soon as
possi bl e.

(b) Content of course.--The course of training and
instruction shall not exceed four weeks in duration and shal
consi st of a m ninmum of 40 hours of class instruction in civil

and crimnal law, including, but not limted to, sexual

vi ol ence, evidence and procedure, summary proceedi ngs, notor
vehi cles and courses in judicial ethics, in the case of all such
of ficials except bail comm ssioners, in which case it shal
consi st of a m ninmum of 30 hours of class instruction in
crimnal |aw, search and seizure, arrest and bail practices and
procedures, and except judges of the Traffic Court of
Phi | adel phia, in which case it shall consist of a m ninmmof 20
hours of class instruction in summary proceedi ngs and | aws
relating to notor vehicles.
§ 3118. Continuing education requirenent.

(a) District justices.--Every district justice shal
conpl ete a continuing education program each year equivalent to
not | ess than 32 hours per year in such courses or prograns as

are approved by the board. The courses and prograns_shal

i nclude training on i ssues of sexual violence. If a district

justice fails to nmeet these continuing education requirenents,
such justice shall be subject to suspension by the Suprene Court
until such tinme as evidence of conpliance with such requirenents
is submtted by the board, but in no event |onger than six
nmonths at which tine the failure to neet the continuing
education requirenments shall be grounds for the Suprene Court,
after a hearing, to declare a vacancy in that district.

(b) Bail comm ssioners.--Every bail comm ssioner shal
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conpl ete a continuing education program each year equivalent to

not | ess than 20 hours per year in such courses or prograns as

i nclude training on i ssues of sexual viol ence.

1
2
3 are approved by the board. The courses and prograns shal
4
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

L12L42JS/ 20010H0111B0095 - 3 -



