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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 32 %%

| NTRODUCED BY YOUNGBLOOD, THQOVAS, BEBKO- JONES, STABACK, HARHAI
LAUGHLI N, CAPPABI ANCA, MANDERI NO, BELARDI , GEORGE, GRUCELA,
S. MLLER SATHER, SCRI MENTI, STEELMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR, Tl GUE
C. WLLIAMS, WOINARCSKI, BARD, Cl VERA, CRUZ, JOSEPHS, HORSEY,
BELFANTI, R M LLER BOYES AND JAMES, JANUARY 23, 2001

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON CHI LDREN AND YOUTH, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 23, 2001
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Kinship Care Program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Kinship Care
Act .

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"County agency." The county children and youth soci al
servi ce agency exercising the power and duties provided for in
section 405 of the act of June 24, 1937 (P.L.2017, No. 396),
known as the County Institution District Law, or its successor,

and supervi sed by the Departnment of Public Wl fare under Article
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| X of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the
Public Wl fare Code.
"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.
"Foster parent."” An individual approved by a public or
private foster famly care agency to provide foster famly care
services to a child who is tenporarily separated fromhis or her
legal famly and placed in the | egal custody of an agency.
Section 3. Kinship Care Program
(a) Establishnent of program--There is established the
Kinship Care Programin the Departnment of Public Welfare.
(b) Placenent of children.--Wen a child has been renoved
fromhis home under a voluntary placenent agreenent or is in the
| egal custody of the county agency, the county agency shall give
first consideration of placenent to relatives before other forns
of placenent are explored. The county agency shall docunent that
an attenpt was made to place the child with a relative. If the
child was IS not placed with a relative, there shall be <—
docunent ati on whi ch indicates why this +s WAS not possi bl e. <—
(c) Regulations.--The departnent shall promul gate
regul ati ons necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
These regul ations shall reflect that relatives may receive the
same foster care rate as other foster parents if they are
conplying with the rules and regul ati ons governi ng foster
parents. Fhepayrents—receivedby ANY FOSTER CARE PAYMENTS <—
RECEI VED BY A RELATIVE WHO | S a foster parent shall be excluded
from consi deration when calculating the recipient's eligibility
for public welfare assistance. Regul ations promnul gated by the
departnment shall be subject to review pursuant to the act of

June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as the Regul atory Revi ew
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1 Act.

2 (d) Definition.--As used in this section, the term

3 "relative" includes soneone related within the first, second or
4 third degree to the parent or stepparent of the child who may be
5 related through blood or marriage and who is at |east 21 years
6 of age.

7 Section 4. Severability.

8 If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
9 any person or circunstance is held invalid, such invalidity
10 shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act
11 which can be given effect without the invalid provision or
12 application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
13 decl ared severabl e.
14 Section 5. Repeal.
15 Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
16 inconsistent with this act.
17 Section 6. Effective date.
18 This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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