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AN ACT
Aut hori zi ng the mai ntenance and operation of multipurpose
service centers for displaced honenakers and single parents;
and providing for powers and duties of the Departnent of
Educat i on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Displ aced

Honenaker and Single Parent Self-Sufficiency Act.

Section 2. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Di spl aced honmermaker™ or "single parent.” An individual who:

(1) Has worked in the hone, providing unpaid househol d
services for famly nenbers.

(2) |Is not gainfully enployed or is underenpl oyed.

(3) Has had, is experiencing or would have difficulty in
securi ng adequate enpl oynent.

(4) Has been dependent on the inconme of another famly
menber but is no | onger supported by such inconme, e+ has been
dependent on governnent assistance but is no |onger eligible
for such assistance, or is supported as the parent of mi nor
chil dren by governnment assistance or other support.
"Ml ti purpose service center.” A conmunity-based

organi zation, |ocal educational agency, postsecondary school,
institution of higher learning or area vocational education
school that provides the services specified in section 4 for
di spl aced honenakers and singl e parents.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonwealth.
Section 3. Powers and duties of secretary.

(a) Contracts.--The secretary nmay enter into contracts with
and make grants to public and nonprofit private entities for
pur poses of supporting existing nmultipurpose centers, known as
"New Choi ces/ New Opti ons Career Devel opment Centers.”

(b) Application.--An application to beconme a multi purpose
service center shall be submtted annually to and BE approved
annual ly by the secretary. The secretary shall either approve or
di sapprove the application prior to the multipurpose service

center being eligible to receive State funding. The application
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shall include a statistical assessnent of the service area and
t he service needs thereof, including proven experience and
success in assisting displaced honmemakers and single parents to
achi eve self-sufficiency as currently denonstrated by the

mul ti pur pose service center and a denonstration of fiscal

support and stability. Fhe—appH-cation—shaH—also—ineclude—an

(c) Revocation of approved application.--The secretary may
revoke the approval of a nultipurpose service center if the
center fails to nmeet the criteria established under section 4.
The approval of a multipurpose service center shall remain in
ef fect FOR ONE YEAR FOLLOW NG APPROVAL unl ess revoked by the
secretary.

Section 4. Miltipurpose service centers.

(a) Services to be provided.--A nultipurpose service center
shall provide the follow ng:

(1) Job counseling services which shall:

(i) Be specifically designed for a person entering
the job market after a nunmber of years as a honenaker and
include life skills training and counseling to prepare
di spl aced honenakers and single parents to enter and
sustain training and enpl oynent.

(ii) Operate to counsel displaced honemakers and
single parents with respect to appropriate job
opportunities, including high skill or high wage jobs

| eading to self-sufficiency.
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(1i1) Preveecational PROVI DE PREVOCATI ONAL trai ni ng <—
and educational services including outreach and
i nformati on about such other prograns which are
determ ned to benefit displaced honenakers and single
parents to achi eve econom c sel f-sufficiency.

(iv) Provide training-related support services,

i ncluding, but not limted to, dependent care,
transportation, tuition, books, equipnent and tools.

(v) Jeb PROVIDE JOB search skills training to <—
prepare displaced honenmakers and single parents for
witing resunmes, conpleting job applications and
enpl oynment i ntervi ew ng.

(2) Job training, educational and job placenent services
whi ch shall provide information, direct training, referrals
to institutions providing postsecondary education credits or
other training that is appropriate for the individual to
become econom cally self-sufficient, including basic
education and bilingual prograns when appropriate. Training
shal | inelude CONSI ST OF courses offered through varied <—
sour ces whieh—shat, |1 NCLUDI NG <—

(i) Develop DEVELOPING in collaboration with State <—
and | ocal governnent agencies and private enpl oyers,
pl acenent prograns for jobs in the public and private
sectors.

(1i) Previde PROVIDI NG financial assistance in the <—
paynent of expenses related to training and assist <—
ASSI STI NG di spl aced honenakers and single parents to gain <—
adm ssion to existing public and private job training
prograns and opportunities and determne eligibility for

fi nanci al aid.

20010H0004B3839 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(ii1) Asstst ASSISTING in identifying community <—
needs and creating new jobs in the public and private
sectors.
(3) Information about and referrals to appropriate
heal t h educati on sources shal—beprovided. <—
(4) Financial managenent services which provide
referrals for information with respect to insurance, taxes,
estate and probate probl ens, nortgages, |oans and ot her
rel ated financial matters.
(5) Qutreach and information services with respect to
Federal and State enpl oynent, education, health and
unenpl oynent assi stance prograns which the secretary
determ nes woul d be beneficial to displaced honmemakers and
singl e parents.
Section 5. Allocation of State funding.
(a) Projected expenditures to be submtted.--A multipurpose
service center shall submt projected expenditures to the
secretary for review prior to allocation of funding. The
secretary shall establish eligibility criteria which
mul ti pur pose service centers nust annually neet in order to
qual i fy for assistance under this act.
(b) Priority in allocation of funds.--The secretary shal
al l ocate and distribute Statefunding AVAI LABLE STATE <—
APPROPRI ATI ONS anong nul ti pur pose service centers. +aA—+ufal— <—

Secti on 6. Eval uati on.

The secretary shall prepare and furnish to the Genera
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Assenbly a report, not later than one year after the effective
date of this act, which report shall include a thorough
assessnment of each multipurpose service center.
Section 7. Nondiscrimnation.

No person shall on the ground of sex, age, race, color,
religion or national origin be excluded fromparticipating in,
be deni ed the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimnation

under, any programor activity funded in whole or in part with
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Secti on 8. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 200t —er—irrediately <—
whi-chever—i-s—tater— 2002, AND SHALL EXPI RE ON JUNE 30, 2007, <—
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UNLESS | T SHALL BE SOONER REENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
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