HOUSE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1328, 1451 PRINTER S NO. 1515

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 97 =5

| NTRODUCED BY DENT, O PAKE, JUBELI RER, CONTI, EARLL, COSTA,
STAPLETON, MOVERY, VWH TE, SALVATORE, TARTAG.I ONE, BELL,
GERLACH, WAUGH, SCHWARTZ, MELLOW HART, BOSCOLA, SLOCUM AND
KASUNI C, SEPTEMBER 23, 1999

AS AVENDED, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, NOVEMBER 16, 1999

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to establish a

task force to study issues relating to the Conmonweal th's

children and youth services delivery system en—an—engoeing

basts and to nmake recomrendations to the General Assenbly.

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th's children and youth services
delivery systemis a joint responsibility of the Departnent of
Public Wl fare and county governnent; and

WHEREAS, Each county is responsible for devel opi ng and
adm ni stering a program of services designed to treat and
prevent child abuse, neglect and exploitation; and

WHEREAS, It is anticipated that changes will continue to
occur in the children and youth services delivery systemand in
the dynami cs of children's issues in the future; and

WHEREAS, The m ssion of children and youth services, to first
serve those children nost at risk of abuse, neglect and

exploitation, is difficult to fulfill because of the severity of

chil d abuse cases and the escal ating incidence of child sexual
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abuse cases; and

WHEREAS, Fulfilling this mssion is further conplicated by
i ncreasi ng casel oads, which include services to parents and
children to enable children to remain in their homes and
communities, placenent services for children who cannot |ive
with their birth famly, adoption services, assistance to
provi de a permanent |legal famly for any child who cannot be
returned to a birth famly and any service or care ordered by
the court for children; and

WHEREAS, The Legi sl ative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee
recently released the results of a performance audit on children
and youth agencies in this Conmonweal th which provided a
conprehensive review of the children and youth services delivery
system and cont ai ned recommendati ons regardi ng the effectiveness
of the operation and nmanagenent of the systemin neeting
statutory and regul atory responsibilities for at-risk children
and famlies; and

WHEREAS, There is a need for a conprehensive bicaneral and
bi parti san ongoi ng review of issues relating to the delivery of
children and youth services to ensure that these services neet
the needs of at-risk children and famlies; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly direct the Joint State Government Comm ssion to
establish a task force of four nmenbers of the Senate and four
menbers of the House of Representatives to undertake an ongoi ng
study of the children and youth services delivery systemin this
Commonweal th in order to ascertain whether it is neeting the
needs of at-risk children and famlies and, if it is not neeting
t hose needs, to recommend appropriate corrective measures; and

be it further
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RESCLVED, That the President pro tenpore of the Senate and
the Mnority Leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Represent ati ves each appoint two nenbers to the task force; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the initial area of task force review be
pl acenent services for children who cannot live with their birth
famly; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force prioritize other issues dealing
with children and youth services and address them accordi ngly;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force is authorized to create an
advisory commttee to assist the task force, conposed of
i ndi vi dual s deened appropriate by the task force; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the task force, fromtine to time, BUT NOT
LATER THAN TWO YEARS AFTER THE ENACTMENT OF THI S RESOLUTI ON
CONCLUDE I TS STUDY AND present its findings and recomended

| egislation to the General Assenbly.
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