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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 8 >To09"

| NTRODUCED BY MOVWERY, KUKOVI CH, BOSCOLA, HART, COSTA, SLOCUM
EARLL AND CORNMAN, JANUARY 13, 1999

SENATOR LEMMOND, STATE GOVERNMVENT, AS AMENDED, MNAY 4, 1999
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A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON

Directing the Joint State Governnment Comm ssion to create a
bi parti san task force to study the feasibility of changing

the date of general primary el ections iA—nenpresidential <—

neompat+en—years and munici pal primary el ections fremthe <—
third—Tuesday—i-n—My—to-thethirdTuesday—n TO Sept enber. <—

WHEREAS, The nunber of registered voters in this Comobnweal th
has i ncreased while the nunber of people voting in elections
conti nues to decrease; and

WHEREAS, Thi s decrease nmay be due to, anong other things,
negative attitudes resulting fromlonger canpai gn seasons and
negati ve canpai gni ng; and

WHEREAS, The six-nonth period between the primary in the
spring and the general election in Novenber necessitates the
rai sing of nore noney for canpaigning than would a two-nonth
period and thus increases the influence of noney on the
political process; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly direct the Joint State Government Comm ssion to

create a bipartisan task force consisting of ere—+wenrber TWO <—



1 MEMBERS appointed by the President pro tenpore of the Senate,

2 ene—nenrber TWO MEMBERS appointed by the Mnority Leader of the <—
3 Senate, ene—rnenrber TWO MEMBERS appoi nted by the Speaker of the <—
4 House of Representatives,—ene—+erber AND TWO MEMBERS appoi nt ed <—
5 by the Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives—one <—
6

7

8 REPRESENTATI VES; AND BE | T FURTHER <—
9 RESOLVED, THAT THE TASK FORCE CREATE AN ADVI SORY COWM TTEE

10 COWMPOSED OF one representative from and designated by, each of

11 the following: the Bureau of Election of the Departnent of

12 State, the County Conm ssioners Associ ation of Pennsylvania, the

13 Pennsylvania State Associ ati on of Boroughs, the Pennsylvani a

14 State Association of Townshi p Comm ssioners, the Pennsylvani a

15 State Association of Township Supervisors and the Pennsylvani a

16 League of Cities and Municipalities AND SUCH ADDI TI ONAL MEMBERS  <—
17 AS THE TASK FORCE SHALL DEEM APPROPRI ATE; and be it further

18 RESCLVED, That the task force shall study the feasibility of

19 <changing general prinmary el ections held-duringnonpresidential- <—
20 eleetion—years and nunicipal prinmary el ections fremMay to <—
21 ; ; ; <—
22 munieipal SEPTEMBER, ALONG W TH THE QUESTI ON OF THE TI M NG OF <—
23 THE PRESI DENTI AL PRI MARI ES AND THE PGOSSI Bl LI TY OF SEPARATI NG THE
24 PRESI DENTI AL PRI MARY FROM THE PRI MARY FOR NOM NATI ONS TO OTHER
25 PUBLI C OFFI CES WH CH STUDY SHALL ANALYZE AND ESTI MATE THE COSTS
26 TO THE STATE AND COUNTY governnents to nmake the change, as well
27 as the inpact such a change coul d have on reducing el ection
28 canpai gni ng AND CAMPAI GN FI NANCE COSTS; and be it further <—
29 RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conmm ssion report

30 its findings, recommendations and proposed |egislation to the
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1 Ceneral Assenbly no |ater than Beeenber SEPTEMBER 1,
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1999.



