PRINTER S NO. 2267

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1583 %%

I NTRODUCED BY PUNT, OCTOBER 31, 2000

REFERRED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 31, 2000
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the first, third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes; anendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; relating to inposition of excise taxes by counti es,
i ncl udi ng authorizing inposition of an excise tax on the
rental of notor vehicles by counties of the first class; and
provi ding for regional renaissance initiatives," further
provi ding for hotel roomtax.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), known
as The County Code, is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1770.6. Authorization of Three Per Centum Hot el

Tax.--(a) The county conmm ssioners of any county of the sixth

cl ass havi ng a popul ati on under the 1990 Federal Decenni al

Census in excess of 78,250 residents, but |ess than 79, 000

residents, may i npose a hotel tax not to exceed three per centum

of the consi derati on recei ved by each operator of a hotel within

the county from each transaction of renting a roomor roons to

transients. The tax shall be collected by the operator fromthe
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patron of the roomor roons and paid over to the county as

herei n provi ded.

(b)Y The county comm ssioners may by ordi nance i npose

requi renents for keeping of records, the filing of tax returns

and the tine and manner of coll ection and paynent of tax. The

county conmi ssioners nay al so i npose by ordi nance penalti es and

interest for failure to conply with recordkeeping, filing,

col |l ecti on and paynent requirenments.

(c) The county conmmi ssioners of each county shall designate

the entity or agency responsible to collect and to enforce the

collection of the tax on their behalf. Al revenues received

fromthe tax shall be deposited into a special fund which is to

be established by the county's legally sancti oned and duly

desi gnated Touri st Pronotion Agency (TPA). The di spositi on of

the revenues fromthe TPA hotel tax fund shall be as foll ows:

seventy-five per centumof all revenues recei ved per annum shal

be used by the TPA for the pronotion, advertisi ng and marketing

of tourism and special events and for adm niSstrative costs.

Twenty-five per centumof all revenues recei ved per annum shal

be used by the county conmni ssioners for the purpose of general

county gover nment operati ons, econoni c devel opnent, historic

preservati on and grants to | ocal municipalities having police

departnents. Any fees for adm nistering the coll ecti on and

distribution of the tax shall be neqgotiated by the TPA and the

county conmi SSi oners.

(d) The treasurer of each county electing to i npose the tax

aut hori zed under this section shall collect the tax and deposit

the revenues received fromthe tax in a special fund establi shed

for that purpose.

(e) The tax year for a tax i nposed under this section shal
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run concurrently with the cal endar year.

(f) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Consi deration." Receipts, fees, charges, rentals, |eases,

cash, credits, property of any kind or nature, or other paynent

recei ved by operators in exchange for or in considerati on of the

use or occupancy by a transient of a roomor roons in a hotel

for any tenporary peri od.

"Hotel." A hotel, notel, inn, guest house or other structure

whi ch holds itself out by any neans, including adverti si ng,

license, reqgistration with an i nnkeepers' group, convention

li sting associ ation, travel publication or sinmlar associati on

or with a governnent agency, as being avail able to provide

overni ght | odgi ng or use of facility space for consideration to

per sons seeki ng tenporary acconmmpbdati on; any pl ace which

advertises to the public at | arge or any segnent thereof that it

will provide beds, sanitary facilities or other space for a

tenporary period to nenbers of the public at |arge; or any pl ace

recogni zed as a hostelry. The term does not include any portion

of a facility that is devoted to persons who have an establi shed

per manent residence or a coll ege or university student residence

"Cccupancy.” The use or possession or the right to the use

or possession by any person other than a permanent resi dent of

any roomin a hotel for any purpose or the right to the use or

possessi on of the furnishings or to the servi ces acconpanyi ng

the use and possessi on of the room

"Operator." An individual, partnership, nonprofit or profit-

maki ng associ ati on or corporation or other person or group of

persons who nmi ntain, operate, manage, own, have custody of or
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ot herwi se possess the right to rent or | ease overni ght

acconmpdations in a hotel to the public for consi deration.

"Patron." A person who pays the consideration for the

occupancy of a roomor roons in a hotel

"Per manent resident." A person who has occupi ed or has the

ri ght to occupancy of a roomor roons in a hotel as a patron or

otherwi se for a period exceeding thirty consecuti ve days.

"Room" A space in a hotel set aside for use and occupancy

by patrons, or otherwi se, for consideration, having at | east one

bed or other sl eeping acconmpbdation in a roomor group of roons.

"Touri st Pronoti on Agency (TPA)." An organi zati on, agency or

corporation desi gnated to be such by the board of conm ssi oners

as of January 1, 2000, of the county in which the tax is

i nposed. The TPA shall be duly established, designated and

recogni zed as the county's TPA in accordance wi th and pursuant

to the act of April 28, 1961 (P.L.111, No.50), known as the

"Touri st Pronotion Law. "

"Transaction." The activity involving the obtaining by a

transient or patron of the use or occupancy of a hotel room from

whi ch consideration is payable to the operator under an express

or an inplied contract.

"Transient." An individual who obtains accomnmpdation in a

hotel by neans of reqgistering at the facility for the tenporary

occupancy of a roomfor the personal use of the individual by

paying a fee to the operator.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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