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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1444 =35

| NTRODUCED BY O PAKE, TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, STAPLETON, W LLI AMS
HART AND MELLOW MNAY 8, 2000

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, NAY 8, 2000
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, further providing for probable cause

arrests in domestic violence cases.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2711(a) of Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

§ 2711. Probable cause arrests in donestic violence cases.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A police officer shall have the sane
right of arrest without a warrant as in a felony whenever he has
probabl e cause to believe the defendant has viol ated section
2504 (relating to involuntary mansl aughter), 2701 (relating to
sinple assault), 2702(a)(3), (4) and (5) (relating to aggravated

assault) [or], 2705 (relating to reckl essly endangering anot her

person), 2706 (relating to terroristic threats) or 2709(b)

(relating to harassnent and stal ki ng) agai nst [his spouse or

ot her person with whom he resides or has fornmerly resided] a

fam |y or househol d nenber although the of fense did not take




pl ace in the presence of the police officer. A police officer
may not arrest a person pursuant to this section without first
observing recent physical injury to the victimor other

corroborative evidence. For the purposes of this subsection, the

termin 23 Pa.C.S. § 6102 (relating to definitions).
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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