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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1212 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PUNT, MJRPHY, KUKOVI CH, SALVATORE, WAGNER, CORVAN
WOZNI AK, HELFRI CK, STOUT, TOM.I NSON, EARLL, TI LGHVAN
MADI GAN, BODACK, MOVERY, MJSTO, HART, WAUGH, LAVALLE, O PAKE,
ROBBI NS, SCHWARTZ, GERLACH, SLOCUM KI TCHEN, LEMMOND, BELL
KASUNI C, WHI TE, BOSCOLA AND MELLOW NOVEMBER 29, 1999

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT,
NOVEMBER 29, 1999
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AN ACT

Providing for small business conpliance assistance, for

definitions, for duties of participating agencies, for

i npl enentation of duties, for reports and for eval uation; and

maki ng an appropri ation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Snal
Busi ness Environnmental and Tax Conpliance Assistance Act.
Section 2. Purpose.

The purpose of this act is to utilize Pennsylvania Snal
Busi ness Devel opnment Centers to establish a | ow cost process to
significantly inprove conpliance with Federal, State and | ocal
regul ations by potential and existing small business concerns
by:

(1) Providing potential and existing small businesses

with the informati on and advice they need to understand and
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satisfy their obligations under Federal, State and | ocal

regul ati ons through the confidential business assistance

network of the Pennsylvania Snall Busi ness Devel opnment

Centers.

(2) Inproving the |Ievel of outreach, education and
conpl i ance assistance to the small business comunity.
(3) Uilizing the Pennsylvania Small Business

Devel opnent Centers delivery network in order to inprove

access to and utilization of other nonpunitive conpliance and

techni cal assi stance prograns.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conpl i ance assistance plan." A five-year plan devel oped and
annual Iy revised by the Pennsyl vania Snall Busi ness Devel opnment
Centers' State Director's Ofice for the establishnent and
mai nt enance of the conpliance assistance activities required
under this act.

"Participating agency."” The Departnent of Environnental
Protection of this Commonweal th or the Departnent of Revenue of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

"Pennsyl vani a Environnental Assistance Network." The
consortium of public and private organi zations who facilitate
ecologically efficient business and manufacturing processes.

"Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers."” The
system of Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers established
pursuant to the Small| Business Act (Public Law 85-536, 15 U S.C
§ 631 et seq.).

Section 4. Duties of participating agencies.
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(a) Qutreach objectives and priorities.--Not [ater than 90
days after the effective date of this act and annually
thereafter, each participating agency shall provide the
Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers with an outreach
objectives and priorities plan which shall include:

(1) The five-year regulatory conpliance and assi stance
outreach objectives of the participating agency.

(2) The regulatory conpliance priorities of the
partici pating agency for the i medi ate 12-nonth peri od.

(3) Identification of the types of services, materials
and resources to be devel oped by the participating agency for
use by both the participating agency and the Pennsyl vani a
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnment Centers to assist small business
concer ns.

(4) Identification of participating agency facilities,
expertise and other resources that may be accessed by the
Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers or snal
busi ness concerns for conpliance assi stance.

Section 5. Planning and organi zati onal duties of Pennsyl vania
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnment Centers.

(a) Conpliance assistance plan.--Not |ater than 180 days
after the effective date of this act, the Pennsylvania Snal
Busi ness Devel opnment Centers' State Director's Ofice shal
devel op a five-year conpliance assistance plan. This plan shal
utilize the conpliance and assi stance outreach objectives and
priorities of the participating agencies and shall include:

(1) Identification of the conpliance assistance
priorities and objectives of the Pennsylvania Small Business
Devel opnent Centers and an outline of the types of activities

that will be inplenmented to carry out the stated priorities
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and obj ecti ves.
(2) Identification of the activities of the Pennsyl vania
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnment Centers and an indication of how
these activities will support the priorities and objectives
of the participating agencies.
(3) Performance outcone neasures and evaluation criteria
to be used in evaluating the effectiveness of the system of
conpl i ance assi stance to be established under this section.
(b) Duplication of effort.--In carrying out this section,
t he Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers shall, to
t he maxi num extent practicable, ensure that their efforts do not
unnecessarily duplicate the conpliance assistance efforts of the
partici pating agencies or other organizations.

(c) Operational guidelines.--

(1) Based on the conpliance assistance plan, not |ater
than 180 days after the effective date of this act, the
Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers' State
Director's Ofice shall devel op operational guidelines for
t he establishnment of conpliance assistance activities by the
Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers in accordance
with this section.

(2) The guidelines issued under paragraph (1) shall:

(i) Establish priorities for the types of assistance
to be provided to small business concerns under the
conpl i ance assi stance pl an devel oped by the Pennsyl vani a
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnment Centers.

(1i) Establish standards relating to educational,
techni cal and support services required by Pennsyl vani a
Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers to provide effective

conpl i ance assi st ance.
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1 (1i1) Establish standards for referrals to

2 appropriate public and private organi zations that provide
3 conpl i ance and technical assistance to small business

4 concerns.

5 (d) Programdelivery.--The guidelines established under

6 subsection (c) shall

7 (1) Require that the assistance to small business

8 concerns under the conpliance assistance plan devel oped under
9 this section be carried out by the Pennsyl vania Snal

10 Busi ness Devel opnment Centers who shall, to the maxi mum extent
11 practicable, partner with and provide small business access
12 to other existing Federal, State and |ocal nonpunitive

13 conpl i ance and techni cal assistance prograns, including, but
14 not limted to, the organi zations participating in the

15 Pennsyl vani a Envi ronnental Assi stance Networ K.

16 (2) Not later than 45 days after the effective date of
17 this act, the Departnment of Conmunity and Econom c

18 Devel opnent shall issue a contract for the anobunt

19 appropriated by the General Assenbly to the Pennsylvani a
20 Smal | Busi ness Devel opnment Centers' State Director's Ofice
21 to devel op and i nplenent the plans and gui deli nes necessary
22 to carry out the requirenents of this act.
23 Section 6. Inplenentation duties of Pennsylvania Small Business
24 Devel opnent Center Network.
25 (a) Work plan.--Beginning not |ater than 60 days after the

26 date on which the conpliance assistance plan and operati onal
27 guidelines are published by the Pennsylvania Small Busi ness
28 Devel opnment Centers, the Pennsylvania Small Business Devel opnent
29 Centers' State Director's Ofice shall, on an annual basis,
30 submt to the Departnent of Conmunity and Econom ¢ Devel opnent a
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1 work plan under which the Pennsylvania Smal |l Busi ness

2 Devel opnent Centers will prioritize and carry out the objectives
3 of the five-year conpliance assi stance plan devel oped under

4 section 4(1).

5 (b) Assistance provided.--The assistance to be provided to
6 potential and existing small business concerns shall include

7 confidential:

8 (1) Access to information and resources.

9 (2) Training and educational activities.

10 (3) Free-of-charge, one-on-one in-depth counseling.

11 (4) Technical assistance.

12 (5) Appropriate referrals to other conpliance and

13 techni cal assi stance prograns.

14 (c) Confidentiality.--

15 (1) No Pennsylvania Small Business Devel opnment Centers
16 personnel or any person under contract to any such smal

17 busi ness devel opnent center for purposes of providing

18 assi stance under this act shall be required to disclose the
19 name or address of any small business concern assisted under
20 the activities carried out under this section.
21 (2) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed to prevent the
22 Department of the Auditor General fromauditing a snal
23 busi ness devel opnent center, or any person under contract to
24 any such small business devel opnent center for purposes of
25 provi di ng assi stance under this act.
26 Section 7. Reports.
27 The Pennsyl vani a Smal | Busi ness Devel opnent Centers shall, on
28 an annual basis, submt to the participating agencies, the
29 Departnent of Community and Economi c Devel opnent, the Governor

30 and the General Assenbly a report which shall include:
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(1) A description of the types of assistance provided
under this act by the Pennsylvania Small Business Devel opnment
Centers to potential and existing small business concerns.

(2) The level of outreach to potential and existing
smal | busi ness concerns achi eved by the Pennsyl vani a Snal
Busi ness Devel opnment Centers under this act.

(3) The Pennsylvania Small Busi ness Devel opnent Centers'
recommendati ons for inprovenents in the regulation and
reporting requirenments of small business concerns.

Section 8. Eval uation.

Upon the expiration of the three-year period beginning on the
date on which the Pennsyl vania Smal|l Business Devel opnent
Centers first receive a contract to begin inplenentation of the
conpl i ance assi stance plan, the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee shall provide for an evaluation of the conpliance
assi stance activities established under this section. This
eval uation shall be submtted to the Governor and the Cenera
Assenbl y.

Section 9. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 500,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated for the fiscal year July 1,
2000, to June 30, 2001, to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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