PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1129 PRINTER S NO. 1655

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 972 5

I NTRODUCED BY SLOCUM PI CCOLA, HELFRI CK, KI TCHEN AND THOVPSON
MAY 13, 1999

SENATOR MOWERY, PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, AS AMENDED,
FEBRUARY 8, 2000

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the aws relating
thereto,” providing for Departnent of Health transfer of
funds; and further providing for local registrars' fees and
for issuance of certificates of death.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known
as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 206. Departnment: Transfer of Funds.--(a) The

departnent shall annually distribute the accrued funds recei ved

pursuant to sections 304(b) and 804.1(b) to the county coroner
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or nedi cal exam ner in the sareecounty orregion—asrepresented <—
by the local registrarorlocal departrentoffice—The COUNTY <—
VWHERE THE DEATH OCCURRED. THE departnent shall pronul gate

requl ati ons regardi ng the coll ection, retention and di stribution

of the fees recei ved under sections 304(b) and 804. 1(b).

(b)Y The departnent shall require any funds recei ved by

county coroners or nedi cal exam ners under this section to be

used for the purposes of | aboratory or necropsy room

noder ni zati on, including supplies, equi pnent, training and

office and | aboratory facility i nprovenent or the noderni zati on

of equi pnent used for forensic investigation. The departnent nay

pronul gate requl ations to i npl enent this section including an

annual audit regarding the use of these funds, in addition to

any other annual audit perfornmed at the county | evel.

Section 2. Section 304 of the act, anended Decenber 20, 1991
(P.L.399, No.46), is anended to read:

Section 304. Registration Districts: Local Registrars'
Conpensation.--(a) Each |ocal registrar shall be paid a fee of
one dollar ($1) for each certificate transmtted in accordance
with the provisions of this act or for each report of no
certificates filed during any cal endar nonth. The fees
prescri bed by this section shall be paid by the Comobnweal th
fromfunds appropriated to the departnent.

(b) Local registrars shall issue certificates of death from
original certificates of death in their possession upon
conpletion of a period of instruction on the preparation of
certificates by representatives of the Division of Vital
Records. For each certificate issued, the |ocal registrar shal

receive a fee of [two dollars ($2).] five dollars ($5) fromthe

requester. Each fee received by a local reqistrar shall be
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distributed as follows: four dollars ($4) shall be retained by

the |l ocal reqgistrar, except as provided for in subsection (c),

and one dollar ($1) shall be transnmitted to the departnent for

distribution to the county coroner or nedi cal exam ner as

provided for in section 206.

(c) A local registrar may not receive an aggregate anount of
fees in excess of [thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000)] forty

t housand dollars ($40,000) in any one cal endar year. Upon

recei vi ng an aggregate of forty thousand doll ars ($40,000) in

fees in one cal endar year, the local registrar shall transmt

the fee it is authorized to retain under subsection (b) to the

depart nent.

(d) Any regulation inconsistent with or contrary to the
provi sions of this section is superseded.
Section 3. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 804. 1. Records: Certified Copy of Death.--(a) Upon

application therefor and paynent of a fee of five dollars ($5),

the department shall issue a certified copy of a certificate of

(b) When there is no |local registrar, upon application

t hereof and paynent of a fee of five dollars ($5), the | ocal

departnent office shall issue a certificate of death. Each fee

recei ved by the | ocal departnent office shall be distributed as

follows: four dollars ($4) shall be retai ned by the departnent

and one dollar ($1) shall be retained by the departnent for

distribution to the county coroner or nedi cal exam ner as

provided for in section 206.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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