PRINTER S N0 3570

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 508 %%

I NTRODUCED BY KENNEY AND J. TAYLOR, MAY 16, 2000

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MAY 16, 2000
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Gtizens' Stanp Advisory Committee of the

United States Postal Service to consider and recomrend to the

United States Postal Service Board of Governors issuance of a

commenorati ve stanp marki ng the 200th anniversary of the

deat h of Commobdore John Barry in 2003.

WHEREAS, Commodore John Barry was born at Bal |l ysanpson in
Tachunshi n Parish, County Wexford, Ireland, in 1745 and
immgrated to Phil adel phia at the age of 15, finding enpl oynment
with a shipping firmwhere he prospered and becane master of
several nerchant vessels; and

WHEREAS, John Barry's first command canme in 1766 aboard the

schooner "Barbadoes,"” sailing out of Philadel phia, which he
adopted as his honme port; and

VHEREAS, At the outbreak of the Anerican Revol ution, John
Barry, like many of his fellow Irish-Americans who constituted
nearly 40% of the Continental forces, joined the battle for
Anmeri can i ndependence; and

WHEREAS, Upon the outbreak of war the Continental Congress

commi ssi oned John Barry as Captain of the ship "Lexington,"
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which on April 7, 1776, captured the British sloop "Edward," the
first war prize taken by the Anericans; and

VHEREAS, On Decenber 24, 1776, with his fleet unable to reach
open water, John Barry left his ships behind to recruit a
conpany of volunteers with whom he rushed to the aid of General
George Washi ngton on the banks of the Del aware Ri ver and
participated in the American victories at Princeton and Trenton;
and

WHEREAS, During the course of the Anerican Revol ution, John
Barry boldly and skillfully engaged and captured many British
vessel s and was wounded in service to his county; and

VWHEREAS, In 1781 the Catholic Citizens of France sent to the
Anericans the sumof $6 million, entrusting the safe transport
of those vital funds as well as clothing and nunitions to John
Barry aboard his ship "Resolute,” which he successfully
del i vered, enabling General Washington to sustain his arny
t hrough the critical showdown at Yorktown; and

WHEREAS, On March 10, 1783, John Barry, commandi ng the
"Alliance,” won the |ast sea battle of the Revol ution when,
whil e escorting a shipnent of vital funds, he engaged and
avoi ded capture by the British ship "Sybille"; and

WHEREAS, John Barry was instrunental in the effort to
per suade t he Pennsyl vania General Assenbly to ratify the
Constitution of the United States, providing observers with a
conpel I'i ng exanpl e of persuasive | obbying; and

VHEREAS, After the Anerican Revol ution and the dissolution of
the Continental Navy, John Barry reentered the maritinme trade,
hel ping to open comerce with China and the Orient; and

WHEREAS, John Barry was socially active as a nenber of the

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, the H bernian Fire Conpany, the
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Anci ent Order of Hibernians and the Order of the C ncinnati, the
mlitary brotherhood of officers of the Continental Army, Navy
and Marines; and

WHEREAS, Under President Washington's gui dance the Navy was
revived as a permanent entity, and on February 22, 1797,
Presi dent Washi ngt on conferred Comm ssion Nunber One in the Navy
upon John Barry, designating him Commandi ng Oficer of the
United States Navy with the rank of Commbdore, the first in the
United States Navy; and

WHEREAS, Commodore John Barry is generally recognized as the
Fat her of the United States Navy, a title bestowed upon him by
hi s contenporaries; and

WHEREAS, Commodore John Barry's | ast day of active duty cane
on March 6, 1801, and he renmi ned head of the Navy until his
deat h on Septenber 12, 1803; and

WHEREAS, Commodore John Barry was given a full mlitary
burial in Philadelphia's Add St. Mary's Churchyard; and

WHEREAS, The death of Commobdore John Barry was nourned by the
entire nation, and nonunents honoring himhave subsequently been
rai sed in Philadel phia, Washington D.C., New York, Boston and
Vexford, lIreland; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a recogni ze the significance of the
| egacy of Commrodore John Barry and his nonunmental role in the
Anerican Revolution that allowed this nation to be founded on
the principles of freedomand opportunity for all people; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nenorialize the Gtizens' Stanp

Advi sory Conmmittee of the United States Postal Service to issue
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a comenor ati ve postage stanp honori ng Cormobdore John Barry on
the 200th anniversary of his death during the year 2003; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to

the Gtizens' Stanp Advisory Commttee of the United States
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Post al Servi ce.

E15L82DV5/ 20000HO508R3570 - 4 -



