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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 213 5

| NTRODUCED BY BAKER, FI CHTER, ARGALL, ARMSTRONG, BARD, BEBKG
JONES, BELFANTI, BENNI NGHOFF, CAPPABI ANCA, CLARK,
L. 1. COHEN, CORRI GAN, DALEY, DALLY, DeLUCA, DEMPSEY
DONATUCCI, FAI RCHI LD, FARGO, FEESE, FORCI ER, FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, GRUCELA, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HARHART, HASAY
HENNESSEY, HERMAN, HERSHEY, HESS, HORSEY, JOSEPHS, Kl RKLAND,
LAUGHLI N, LEDERER, LESCOVI TZ, LUCYK, MAJOR, MANDERI NGO,
MENAUGHTON, MELIO, R M LLER, PHILLIPS, PIPPY, READSHAW
ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO, SATHER, SAYLOR,
SCHRODER, SCHULER, SERAFI NI, SHANER, B. SM TH, STABACK
SURRA, E. Z. TAYLOR, WALKO, WOINAROSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND ZUG,
JUNE 15, 1999

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
JUNE 15, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON

Menorializing the Governor to proclaimthe festival held

annual Iy during the nonth of June in Wellsboro, Pennsylvani a,

as the "Pennsylvania State Laurel Festival."

VWHEREAS, The first Laurel Festival was held in Wellsboro in
1938 and was the brainchild of Larry Wodin, a businessnan so
i npressed with the Pine Creek Gorge located ten mles south of
Wel | sboro that he persuaded the Chanber of Commerce to publicize
the gorge as a natural wonder of Tioga County; and

VWHEREAS, As a result of these efforts, visitors cane to see
t he breathtaking 50-mle gorge, now known as the "G and Canyon
of the East"” or the "Pennsylvania G and Canyon"; and

WHEREAS, Originally organized by the Lions Cub, the first

festival was held to pronmote not only the Grand Canyon but al so
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the State flower - the nmountain laurel. Events included a
parade, circus, block dance, ball and the crowning of the first
Laurel Queen; and

WHEREAS, The Festival, now sponsored by the Chanber of
Commerce, is organized by a commttee of devoted volunteers and
attracts between 30,000 and 35, 000 people; and

WHEREAS, Over the years the Festival has undergone many
changes. In 1950 the title officially became the "Pennsyl vani a
State Laurel Festival" to indicate the representation of the
many towns from throughout this Comronweal th. Various events
have been added, including the Pet Parade, the Laurel Princess
Program the Arts and Crafts Fair, the Laurel Concert Series, a
10k foot race and the Laurel Cassic Bicycle Race; and

WHEREAS, Festival visitors not only enjoy the fun of the
Festival but also the unspoiled forest [and abloomw th |aurel,
maj esti ¢ nountains and clear streanms in the area; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives nenorialize the
Governor to proclaimthe festival held annually during the nonth
of June in Wl lsboro, Pennsylvania, as the "Pennsylvania State

Laurel Festival."
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