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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 120 s5e”

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, HERSHEY, ARGALL, BAKER, BELARDI, BLAUM
BUXTON, CHADW CK, CLARK, COY, DEMPSEY, EGOLF, GEORGE
GORDNER, HALUSKA, HERVAN, HESS, MAI TLAND, MAJOR, MARSI CO
MASLAND, McNAUGHTON, R M LLER, S. M LLER, MJNDY, NAILOR
NI CKOL, PHI LLIPS, PLATTS, SATHER, SAYLOR, STABACK, STEELMAN
STERN, STRI TTMATTER, STURLA, TlIGUE, TRUE, TULLI, VANCE
YUDI CHAK, ZI MVERVAN AND ZUG, APRIL 13, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
APRIL 13, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON
Encour agi ng cooperati on and conmuni cati on between and anong the
| egi sl ative branches of the states of Pennsylvania, New York
and Maryland on natters relating to the conservation and
managenent of the water resources of the Susquehanna River
Basi n.
WHEREAS, The Susquehanna Ri ver represents one of the nost
i nportant interstate and national water resources, draining an
area of 27,510 square mles and flow ng through the states of
Pennsyl vani a, New York and Maryl and; and
WHEREAS, The Susquehanna Ri ver provi des 50% of the fresh
water flowing to the Chesapeake Bay, a factor which enphasizes
its significance as an inportant regional and national resource;
and
WHEREAS, The enactnment of concurrent |egislation by the

signatory states of Pennsylvania, New York and Maryl and and the

Congress of the United States created the Susquehanna Ri ver
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Basi n Conpact and denonstrated a collective recognition of the
need to coordinate the efforts of the three states and Federal
agencies in the establishnent of a managenent systemto guide
t he conservation, devel opnent and adm ni stration of the water
resources of the river basin; and

WHEREAS, The conpact establishes the Susquehanna Ri ver Basin
Conmmi ssion as the agency to coordinate the water resource
managenent efforts of the river basin and provides for executive
branch representation fromeach of its signatory jurisdictions
on the conm ssion; and

WHEREAS, The individual water resource nanagenent efforts of
the signatories and those undertaken by the comm ssion have been
effective in providing flood damage reduction, conservation and
devel opnent of surface and groundwater supply for rmunicipal,
i ndustrial and agricultural use, devel opnent of recreational
facilities, propagation of fish and wildlife, pronotion of
forest | and nmanagenent, soil conservation and wat ershed
projects, protection and aid to fisheries, inproved navigation,
control of the novenent of salt water, abatement and control of
wat er pollution and regul ation of streanflow toward the
attai nment of these goals; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenblies of the states of
Pennsyl vani a, New York and Maryl and have enacted certain | aws
whi ch have advanced these inportant water resource managenent
functions and the natural, scenic, cultural and historic val ues
of the Susquehanna River Basin; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenblies of the states of
Pennsyl vani a, New York and Maryl and are continuing to have
| egi sl ative proposals under consideration by their respective

bodi es which may i npact or enhance these inportant water
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resource nmanagenent functions and val ues; and

WHEREAS, Though not afforded a forumsimlar to that provided
their respective executive branches through adoption of the
conpact, the CGeneral Assenblies of the signatory states have a
clearly recogni zed need for cooperation and comuni cation to
facilitate conplenentary action and support on nmatters of
basi nwi de significance, particularly in the face of greater
wat er resource nmanagenent challenges in the new m || enni um
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a recogni ze the interstate
signi ficance of the water resources of the Susquehanna River
Basin and the wi se use and managenent of those resources through
cooperation and coordi nation by jurisdictions throughout the
basi n; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the nmenbers of the CGeneral Assenbly of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania, particularly those whose
| egislative districts are contained wholly or partially within
t he Susquehanna Ri ver Basin, be encouraged to comruni cate and
cooperate with nmenbers of the General Assenblies of the states
of New York and Maryl and on water resource issues of mnutual
concern and to seek their reciprocal support; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
General Assenblies of the states of New York and Maryl and.

C22L82DMV5/ 19990H0120R1379 - 3 -



