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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2853 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WOGAN, J. TAYLOR, KENNEY, MGEEHAN, EVANS,
YOUNGBLOOD, HORSEY, THOVAS, LEDERER, KELLER, GANNON
CORRI GAN, FI CHTER, FRANKEL, CEI ST, GECORCGE, HENNESSEY
HERSHEY, MELI O, PI STELLA, PLATTS, RAYMOND, SATHER, STABACK,
E. Z. TAYLOR, VAN HORNE, WALKO AND WLT, OCTOBER 31, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, OCTOBER 31, 2000
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 34 (Gane) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, further providing for permts relating to certain

wildlife and for penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2961, 2962, 2963, 2964 and 2965 of Title
34 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are anmended to
read:

§ 2961. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Educational purposes.”™ Displays by or for public or private
school s, sportsnen's organi zati ons, youth organizations, civic
associ ations, conservation canps and school or any other

or gani zati on deened appropriate by the comm ssion.

"[ Exotic] Inherently dangerous wildlife." The phrase
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includes, but is not limted to, all bears, coyotes, |ions,
tigers, |eopards, jaguars, cheetahs, cougars, pit bulls, wolves
and any crossbreed of these aninmals which have simlar
characteristics in appearance or features. The definition is
appl i cabl e whether or not the [birds or] animals were bred or
reared in captivity or inported from another state or nation.

"[ Exotic] Inherently dangerous wildlife dealer.” Any person

who inports into this Commonweal th, possesses, buys, sells,
| ocates or finds for a fee, barters, donates, gives away or
ot herwi se di sposes of nore than one [bird or one] aninal

classified as [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife by this

subchapt er

"Menagerie."” Any place where one or nore wild birds or wild
animals, or one or nore birds or animals which have siml ar
characteristics and appearance to birds or animals wild by
nature, are kept in captivity for the evident purpose of
exhibition with or w thout charge.

§ 2962. [Exotic] Inherently dangerous wildlife dealer permts.

(a) Authorization.--The conm ssion may issue a pernmt to a

person to act as an [exotic] inherently dangerous wldlife

deal er. The permt shall authorize the holder to inport into
this Commonweal t h, possess, buy, sell, locate or find for a fee,
barter, donate, give away or otherw se di spose of [exotic]

i nherently dangerous wildlife. A dealer or third person who

arranges any trades, sales or purchases set forth in section
2965 (relating to exclusions) for any type of a fee,

rei nbursenent or conmmi ssion shall be required to have an

[exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife dealer's permt.
(b) Shelter, care and protection.--No permt shall be

granted by the comm ssion until it is satisfied that the
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1 provisions for housing and caring for the [exotic] inherently

2 dangerous wildlife and protection for the public are proper and
3 adequate and in accordance with the standards which may be

4 established by regul ati ons adopted by the conm ssion.

5 (c) Unlawful acts.--It is unlawful for any person to:

6 (1) Inport into this Commonweal th, possess, buy, sell,
7 | ocate or find for a fee, barter, donate, give away or

8 ot herwi se di spose of nore than one [bird or one] ani nal

9 classified as [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife in any
10 cal endar year without first securing a permt issued under
11 this section.

12 (2) Release [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife into
13 the wld.

14 (3) Fail to exercise due care in safeguarding the public
15 fromattack by [exotic] inherently dangerous wldlife.

16 (4) Recklessly engage in conduct which places or may

17 pl ace anot her person in danger of attack by [exotic]

18 inherently dangerous wldlife.

19 (d) Penalty.--
20 (1) Aviolation of this section relating to permts or
21 regul ati ons adopted thereunder is a summary of fense of the
22 first degree.
23 (2) [Any] Except as provided in paragraph (2.1), any
24 other violation of this section is a summary offense of the
25 si xth degree.
26 (2.1) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2), a
27 violation of subsection (c)(3) is a m sdeneanor of the second
28 degree.
29 (3) Each day of violation shall constitute a separate
30 of fense, but, under no circunstances, shall the accumnul ated
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penalty for purposes of a field receipt exceed $500. There

shall be no Iimt on any accumul ated penalty a court may

assess.

(e) Discretion of director.--1n addition to the penalties
provi ded, the director may, for any violation of this section or
the rules and regul ati ons thereunder, revoke or suspend any

permt and order the disposal of any [exotic] inherently

§ 2963. [Exotic] Inherently dangerous wldlife possession

permts.
(a) Authorization.--The comm ssion may i ssue permts to

persons to possess [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife which

shal | authorize the holder to purchase, receive or possess

[exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife fromany | awful source

fromwithin or without this Commonweal th.

(b) Shelter, care and protection.--No permt provided for in
this section shall be granted until the comm ssion is satisfied
that the provisions for housing and caring for such [exotic]

i nherently dangerous wildlife and for protecting the public are

proper and adequate and in accordance with the standards
establ i shed by the comm ssion.
(c) Unlawful acts.--It is unlawful for any person to:
(1) Possess, purchase or receive [exotic] inherently

dangerous wildlife, without first securing a permt to

possess [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife issued under

this section or regulations pertaining to this section.

(2) Release [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife into

the wild.
(3) Fail to exercise due care in safeguarding the public

fromattack by [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife.
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(4) Recklessly engage in conduct which places or may
pl ace anot her person in danger of attack by [exotic]

i nherently dangerous wldlife.

(d) Penalty.--
(1) A violation of this section relating to permts is a
summary offense of the third degree.

(2) [Any] Except as provided in paragraph (2.1), any

other violation of this section is a summary offense of the
fifth degree.
(2.1) Notw thstanding paragraphs (1) and (2), a

viol ati on of subsection (c)(3) is a m sdemeanor of the second

(3) Each day of violation shall constitute a separate
of fense, but under no circunstances shall the accumul ated
penalty for purposes of a field receipt exceed $300. There
shall be no Iimt on any accumul ated penalty a court may
assess.

(e) Discretion of director.--1n addition to the penalties
provi ded, the director may, for any violation of this section,
revoke or suspend any permt and order the disposal of any

[exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife held.

§ 2964. Menagerie permts.

(a) Authorization.--The conmm ssion may issue permts for the
establ i shment and operation of mnenageri es.

(b) Shelter, care and protection.--Prior to the issuance of
any permts, the comm ssion shall adopt regulations for the
housi ng, care, treatnent, feeding, sanitation, purchase and
di sposal of wild birds and wild ani mals kept in nmenageries and
for the protection of the public fromsuch birds or animals. The

commi ssion after issuing the permt shall enforce such
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regul ati ons.
(c) Unlawful acts.--1t is unlawful to:
(1) Keep any wild bird or wild animal in captivity for

public exhibition, or to have any wild bird or wild aninmal in

1
2
3
4
5 custody or control for such purpose, without first securing a
6 permt issued by the comm ssion.

7 (2) Violate any of the provisions of this section or to
8 rel ease any bird or animal into the wld.

9

(3) Fail to exercise due care in safeguarding the public

10 fromattack by [exotic] inherently dangerous wldlife.

11 (4) Recklessly engage in conduct which places or may
12 pl ace anot her person in danger of attack by [exotic]

13 inherently dangerous wldlife.

14 (d) Penalty.--

15 (1) Aviolation of this section relating to permts or
16 regul ati ons adopted thereunder is a summary of fense of the
17 second degr ee.

18 (2) [Any] Except as provided in paragraph (2.1), any
19 other violation of this section is a summary offense of the
20 sevent h degree.

21 (2.1) Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and (2), a

22 violation of subsection (c)(3) is a m sdeneanor of the second
23 degree.

24 (3) Each day of violation shall constitute a separate
25 of fense, but, under no circunstances, shall the accumul ated
26 penalty for purposes of a field receipt exceed $300. There
27 shall be no Iimt on any accumul ated penalty a court may

28 assess.

29 (e) Discretion of director.--1n addition to the penalties

30 provided, the director may, for any violation of this section,
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revoke or suspend any permt and order the disposal of any
wildlife held in the nmenagerie.
§ 2965. Excl usi ons.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The provisions of sections 2930 (rel ating

to propagating permts), 2962(a) (relating to [exotic]

i nherently dangerous wildlife dealer permts), 2963(a) (relating

to [exotic] inherently dangerous wildlife possession pernits)

and 2964(a) (relating to nenagerie permts) shall not apply to
any:

(1) Public zool ogi cal garden which recei ves gover nnent
grants or appropriations.

(2) Private zool ogical park or garden which is open to
the public and is accredited by the Anerican Associ ation of
Zool ogi cal Parks and Aquari uns.

(3) Nationally recognized circus.

(b) Specific exclusion for [exotic] inherently dangerous

wildlife dealer permts.--The provisions of section 2962(a)
shall not apply to any individual, partnership, association or
corporation which holds a permt issued pursuant to section

2964, providing the purchase or sale of [exotic] inherently

for the sole purpose of maintaining stock for the nenagerie.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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