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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2638 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY COLAFELLA, DeWEESE, STURLA, STEELMAN, STAIRS
MUNDY, GRUCELA, WLLIAM5, M COHEN, EVANS, BELARDI, BEBKO
JONES, BELFANTI, CAPPABI ANCA, COSTA, DALEY, FICHTER, FLICK,
FRANKEL, HALUSKA, HARHAI, HORSEY, JOSEPHS, LUCYK, MANDERI NG
McCALL, M COZZI E, RAMOS, READSHAW ROONEY, SANTONI, SHANER,
SNYDER, SOLOBAY, STABACK, THOMAS, TIGUE, TRICH, TULLI, WALKG
WASHI NGTON, WOINAROSKI  AND YUDI CHAK, JUNE 14, 2000
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,"” providing for a quality instruction
program and maeki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTICLE XI'I-A

| MPROVI NG THE QUALITY OF | NSTRUCTI ON PROGRAM

Section 1201-A. Legi sl ati ve Fi ndi ngs. --The General Assenbly

finds and decl ares as foll ows:

(1) A well-trained and wel | -educated work force is essenti al

to the econonmic well-being of this Commpbnwealth and its
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citizens.

(2) A systemof public education that provides a quality

education for all the children of this Commbnwealth is essenti al

in maintaining a well-trai ned and wel | -educated work force.

(3) One of the greatest influences on the quality of

educati on and acadeni ¢ performance of students is the quality of

instruction with particular enphasis on the know edge, skills

and qualifications of teachers. Fully trained and certified

t eachers provide better instruction | eading to hi gher student

achi evenent. A well-trained teacher work force al so saves nobney

in the long run over energency hires and alternatively certified

t eachers who receive only a few days or weeks of training before

they are hired.

(4) It is in the interests of the Commbnweal th to assi st

school districts, especially financially poor school districts,

in their efforts to i nprove the quality of instruction for al

children in public educati on and nore specifically to i nprove

the know edge, skills and qualifications of teachers in public

school s.

(5) It isin the interests of the Commbnweal th to assi st

school districts, especially financially poor school districts,

to i nprove their teacher work force through Nati onal Board

Certification of their teachers and to provide incentives to

t hose teachers attai ning Nati onal Board Certification to serve

as nentors to new and exi sting teachers. National Board

Certification of teachers is a nationally recogni zed process

designed to certify teachers so that they, |like professionals in

other fields, can achi eve distinction by neeting rigorous

st andards of know edge and perfornance. The certification

requi renents far exceed existing State recertification
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1 requirenents. National Board Certification is endorsed by

2 leading business groups including: United States Chanber of

3 Commerce, National Association of Manufacturers, Anerican

4 Business Conference, Business Higher Education Forum Council on
5 Conpetitiveness and Council of G ow ng Conpani es.

6 (6) In order to address the fact that sonme school districts,
7 due to teacher shortages, are forced to hire teachers not

8 certified in their area of instruction, particularly in the

9 areas of science and nmathematics, the State shoul d provide

10 assistance to school districts in the continuing education of

11 teachers to ensure that all of their teachers are certified in
12 their area of instruction.

13 (7) In order to ensure that new technology in our children's
14 classroons serves to inprove the quality of instruction, the

15 State should provide assistance to school districts to ensure

16 that their teachers are properly trained and capable of using

17 the new technology and integrating conputers into classroom

18 instruction.

19 (8) It is in the interests of the Commpbnwealth for the State
20 to provide assistance to school districts, especially
21 financially poor school districts, to provide every high school
22 student with academ c prom se with the opportunity to take an
23 Advanced Pl acenent course. Advanced pl acenent courses are
24 recognized as a proven program exposing high school students to
25 acadenically rigorous coursewrk and challengi ng standards.
26 Pennsylvania presently | ags behind other surrounding states in
27 providing advanced placenent courses to its brightest and nost
28 pronm sing students.
29 Section 1202-A. Definitions.--For the purposes of this

30 article, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:
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"Advanced pl acenent courses" shall nean hi gh school |evel

preparatory courses for advanced pl acenent exani nation that is

approved by the Coll ege Board and Educati onal Testing Servi ce.

"Advanced pl acenent exam nation" shall nean the advanced

pl acenent examn nati ons conducted by the Col | ege Entrance

Exam nati on Board, on the basis of which participating

instituti ons of post-secondary educati on award post-secondary

acadenic credit.

"Applicant" shall nean a school district or a conbi nati on of

school districts which applies for funds under this article.

"Aver age daily nenbershi p* shall have the sane nmeaning as it

is defined in section 2501.

"Conti nui ng professi onal educati on opportunities" shall nean

conti nui ng professi onal education courses, prograns, activities

and ot her | earni ng experi ences approved to neet conti nui ng

pr of essi onal requirenents under section 1205. 2.

"Departnent"” shall nean the Departnent of Education of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Hi gher education institutions" shall nean any institution of

hi gher education in this Commponweal th authori zed to grant

coll egiate | evel deqrees and whi ch has recei ved total

instituti onal accreditati on by an accrediti ng agency recogni zed

by the Federal Governnent, the Departnent of Education and the

State Board of Educati on.

"Educator" shall nean an individual who hol ds a Pennsyl vani a

t eacher, educati onal specialist or admnistrative certification

or letter of eligibility.

"Mar ket Val ue/ Personal | ncone Aid Rati 0" shall have the sane

meaning as it is defined in section 2501.

"Nati onal Board Certification" shall nean a conti nui ng
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educati on program establi shed by the private nonprofit Nati onal

Board for Professional Teachi ng Standards designed to certify

experi enced teachers that conpl ete a denandi ng denonstrati on of

their content know edge and teacher skills. Teachers achi evi ng

Nati onal Board Certification are recogni zed by their peers as

ones who neet hi gh and ri gorous professi onal standards and

acconpl i shed teachi ng practices.

"School district" shall have the sane neaning as in section

102.

"School entity" shall nean any public school district,

internedi ate unit or area vocational -techni cal school .

"Secretary" shall nean the Secretary of Educati on of the

Commpnweal t h.

Secti on 1203-A. Est abl i shnent of Program --There i s hereby

established in the departnent the Quality I nstructi on Program

The program shall provide Quality Instruction Entitl enent Gants

and Quality Instruction Conpetitive Grants to eligi ble school

districts for the purpose of inproving the quality of

instruction for all children in public educati on and nore

specifically to i nprove the know edge, skills and qualifications

of teachers in public schools.

Section 1204-A. Applications.--(a) Applicants for grant

fundi ng under section 1205-A or 1206-A shall subnit applications

at the tine, in the nmanner and contai ni ng or acconpani ed by such

i nformati on as the departnent nmay prescribe but, in any case,

shall include a plan for the expendi ture of grant funds that

docunents the foll ow ng:

(1) That the plan is devel oped in consultation with the

faculty and adnministrative staff of the schools within the

school district and nenbers of the conmmunity that will be
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affected by the pl an.

(2) That the plan indicates how the grant funds will be

allocated for eliqgible uses under section 1206-A and how gr ant

funds will be allocated to school entities within the school

district.

(3) That the plan provides qualitati ve and quantitative

measures that will be used to determ ne whether the eliqgible

uses of grant funds have i nproved the acadeni c performance of

students benefiting fromthe grant funds and i nproved the

know edge, skills and qualificati ons of educators.

(b) Two or nore school districts eligible for fundi ng under

section 1205-A and/or 1206-A nmay submt a joint application.

Section 1205-A. Quality Instruction Entitlenent Gants. --The

departnent shall provide Quality Instruction Entitl enent G ants

to those school districts eligible for Quality | nstruction

Entitl enent Grants whose Market Val ue/ Personal | ncone Aid Ratio

(MV/PIAR) is greater than the State nedian (M/ Pl AR) for the

pri or school year. Those school districts that are eliqgible for

fundi ng shall receive twelve dollars ($12) for each student

included in the school district's average daily nenbershi p. No

school district eligible for a Quality Instruction Entitl enent

Grant shall receive |less than fifteen thousand dollars ($15, 000)

of qgrant funding.

Section 1206-A. Quality Instruction Conpetitive Gants.--(a)

School districts that are not eligible for fundi ng under section

1205-A nmay apply to the departnent for Quality | nstruction

Conpetitive Grants. A school district eligible for fundi ng under

section 1205-A is not eligible for funding under this section.

(b)Y The departnent shall devel op a conpetitive grant

procedure that shall factor in the size and the relative wealth
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of the school districts in determ ni ng which school districts

woul d receive Quality Instructi on Conpetitive G ants. The

departnent shall also determ ne a m ni nrum and maxi num gr ant

anount that a school district could receive.

Secti on 1207-A. Eligible Uses of Grant Funding.--(a) School

districts receiving fundi ng under section 1205-A or 1206-A nay

use funding for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) To provide incentives for educators to seek Nati onal

Board Certification by rei nbursi ng educators up to two thousand

dollars ($2,000) per educator for the cost for seeking National

Board Certification.

(2) To provide those educators that have conpl eted Nati ona

Board Certification with up to one thousand dollars ($1, 000) per

educator per year to serve as nmentors to other teachers in their

school district.

(3) To provide continuing professional education

opportunities to those educators that are teaching in a

cl assroom out side of their area of certification in order to

becone certified in their areas of instruction. School districts

may col |l aborate with other school entities and/or higher

education institutions to provide these conti nui ng educati on

courses through di stance | earni ng technol ogy.

(4) To provide continuing professional education

opportunities to educators and readi nqg aides to i nprove the

know edge and skills in the area of reading instruction,

curri cul um and proqgrans.

(5) Pronpte Learning to Link by providing continuing

pr of essi onal educati on opportunities and training to educators

in the use of new technol ogi es and conputers i n educati ng

students, including integrati ng new educati on technol ogies into
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classroominstruction to i nprove student acaden c perfornance.

(6) To train educators to teach advanced pl acenent courses

and/or to pay for materials or equi pnent needed to offer

Advanced Pl acenent cour ses.

(7)) To inprove a teacher induction programthat nonitors and

supports new teachers to ensure quality instruction. No funding

under this article may be used by the school district for

services already provided in an exi sting teacher induction

(8) For prograns devel oped by the school district and

approved by the departnent that have denpnstrated inprovenents

in the quality of instruction and i nproved the academ c

perfornmance of students in the school district.

(b) Two or nore school districts receiving fundi ng under

section 1205-A and/or 1206-A nmay conbine their funding to

provide for one or nore of the eligible uses for funding.

(c) Educators who participate in activities specified under

this section shall earn professional devel opnent credit as

requi red under section 1205. 2.

Secti on 1208- A. Reports.--(a) Al school districts

recei vi ng fundi ng under section 1205-A or 1206-A shall on an

annual basis subnmit a report to the departnent detailing the

al l ocation of grant funds by eligi ble uses under section 1207-A

and by a school entity within the school district. The report

shal|l al so docunent both qualitatively and quantitati vely the

i npact of the grant funding on inproving the academ c

perfornmance of students benefiting fromthe grant funds and

i mprovi ng the know edge, skills and qualifications of educators.

The departnment shall devel op the procedures and fornmat that

school districts will use in preparing their report.

20000H2638B3768 - 8 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M wWw N - O

(b)Y The departnent shall submt to the General Assenbly and

make public a report on the all ocation of grant funds by school

district and by eliqgible uses under section 1207-A. The report

shal|l al so docunent both qualitatively and quantitati vely the

i npact both Statew de and by school district of the grant

fundi ng on i nprovi ng the acadeni ¢ perfornmance of students

benefiting fromthe grant funds and i nprovi ng the know edge,

skills and qualifications of educators.

Section 1209-A. State Fundi ng.--The sumof thirteen and one-

half mllion dollars ($13,500, 000), or as nuch thereof as nmay be

necessary, i s hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Educati on

for each fiscal year fromfiscal year 2000-2001 through fisca

vear 2004-2005 for the purpose of this article. O this

appropriati on anount, no nore than nine mllion dollars

($9, 000, 000) shall be all ocated each year for fundi ng under

section 1205-A and no | ess than four and one-half nillion

dol |l ars ($4, 500,000) shall be all ocated for fundi ng under

section 1206- A

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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