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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing grants to school districts
for early childhood educati on prograrns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by addi ng an
article to read:

ARTI CLE XV-C

GREAT_START PROGRAM

Secti on 1501-C. Legi sl ati ve Fi ndi ngs. --The General Assenbly

finds and decl ares as foll ows:

(1) A well-trained and wel | -educated work force is essenti al
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to the econonmic well-being of this Commpbnwealth and its

citizens.

(2) A systemof public education that provides a quality

education for all the children of the Commbnwealth is essenti al

in maintaining a well-trai ned and wel | -educated work force.

(3) Children, particularly poor children, benefit

acadenmically and socially fromaquality early chil dhood

educati on. These early | earni ng experi ences and opportunities

lay the groundwork for future | earni ng and success.

(4) School districts need flexibility and fi nanci al support

to design and i npl enent early chil dhood educati on prograns that

pronote student achi evenent. To this end, it is recogni zed that

not any one specific programor instructional approach can

acconpli sh this goal

(5) Student success is deternm ned by many factors such as

meani ngf ul parental involvenent, quality early chil dhood

educati on prograns that enphasize early literacy awareness and

parent trai ning prograns that support student | earning.

Secti on 1502-C. Definitions.--As used in this article.--

"Departnent"” shall nean the Departnent of Education of the

Commpnweal t h.

"School district" shall have the sane neaning as in section

102.

"School entity" shall nean any public school district,

internedi ate unit or area vocational -techni cal school .

Secti on 1503-C. Est abl i shnent of Program --There i s hereby

established in the Departnent of Education the Great Start

Program The program shall provide Great Start Grants to

financially chall enged school districts for the purpose of

establi shing early chil dhood educati on prograns desi gned to
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i mprove school readi ness and the acadeni ¢ perfor nance of

el enentary students.

Section 1504-C. Geat Start Grants.--School districts in

which at | east twenty-five per centum (25% of the Average Daily

Menbership is eligible to receive free | unches under the

Nati onal School Lunch act of 1946 (60 Stat. 230, 42 U S.C. §

1751 et seq.) shall receive an anobunt equal to forty-five

dollars ($45) per free lunch eligible student. School district

in which at least fifty per centum (50% of the Average Daily

Menbership is eligible to receive free | unches under the

Nati onal School Lunch Act of 1946 shall receive an additi onal

anount equal to forty-five dollars ($45) per free lunch eligible

student. School districts eligible to receive Geat Start Gants

under this section shall receive an anount not |l ess than thirty-

two thousand five-hundred dollars ($32,500).

Section 1505-C. Applications.--(a) Each school district

eligible for Geat Start Grants under section 1504-C shal

submt an application at the tine, in the manner and cont ai ni ng

or acconpani ed by such i nformati on as the Departnent of

Educati on nay prescri be but in any case, shall include, but not

be limted to, a plan for the expendi ture of grant funds that

docunents the foll ow ng:

(1) That the plan indicates how the grant funds will be

allocated for eliqgible uses under secti on 1506-C and how gr ant

funds will be allocated to school entities within the school

district.

(2) That the plan provide qualitative and quantitative

measures that will be used to determ ne whether the eliqgible

uses of grant funds have i nproved the school readi ness of pre-

school children and academ c perfornance of el enentary school
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students benefiting fromthe grant funds.

(3) That the plan fosters neani ngful parent invol venent,

which results in greater student achi evenent.

(4) That the plan establi shed partnerships with | ocal

communi ty based services and prograns that assist children and

their famli es.

(b) Two or nore school districts eligible for fundi ng under

section 1504-C nmay subnmit a joint application.

Secti on 1506-C. Eligi ble Uses of Funds.--(a) School

districts applying for Geat Start G ants may use the fundi ng

for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) To increase parental involvenent through hone visits and

ot her services that support parents and enphasi ze t he

i ntell ectual devel opnent of chil dren.

(2) To offer full-day kindergarten.

(3) To reduce class sizes in grades ki ndergarten through

(4) To enploy and train readi ng ai des and tutors.

(5) To expand enrollnent in Head Start proqgrans.

Secti on 1507-C. Reports.--(a) Al school districts

recei ving fundi ng under section 1504-C shall on an annual basi s

submt a report to the Departnent of Education detailing the

al l ocation of grant funds by eligi ble uses under secti on 1506-C

and by school entity within the school district. The report

shal|l al so docunent both qualitatively and quantitati vely the

i npact of the grant funding on inproving the school readi ness of

pre-school chil dren and acaden c perfornmance of el enentary

school students benefiting fromthe grant funds and foster

meani ngf ul parent involvenent in their children's educati on. The

departnent shall devel op the procedures and format that school
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districts will use in preparing their report.

(b) The departnent shall submt to the General Assenbly and

make public a report on the all ocation of grant funds by school

district and by eliqgible uses under section 1506-C. The report

shal|l al so docunent both qualitatively and quantitati vely the

i npact both Statew de and by school district of the grant

fundi ng on i nproving the school readi ness of pre-school chil dren

and acadeni c perfornmance of el enmentary school students

benefiting fromthe grant funds and foster neani ngful parent

i nvol venent in their children's educati on.

Section 1508-C. State Fundi ng.--The sum of twenty-five

mllion dollars ($25,000,000), or as nuch thereof as may be

necessary, i s hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Educati on

for each fiscal year fromfiscal year July 1, 2000, to June 30,

2001, through fiscal year July 1, 2004, to June 30, 2005, for

t he purposes of this article.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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