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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2624 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY PESCI, STEELMAN, DALEY, LEDERER, CGEORGE
WOINARCSKI , HORSEY, SHANER, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HALUSKA,
READSHAW MELI O, PETRARCA, DeWEESE, M COHEN, TRELLQ
YOUNGBLOOD, PI STELLA, YUDI CHAK, RAMOS, COSTA AND VAN HORNE,
JUNE 13, 2000

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
JUNE 13, 2000
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AN ACT
| nposi ng duties upon the Departnent of Community and Economic

Devel opnent regarding certain coal mnes; and naking a

decl aration of policy.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Coal M ne
Cl osure Emergency Powers Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Commonwealth to
mai ntain a secure supply of energy at reasonable prices as a
vital prerequisite to a healthy econony. It is further decl ared
t hat responsi bl e managenent and devel opnent of this
Commonweal t h' s i ndi genous energy resources and efficient use of

its energy will assure that the energy needed by its citizens

and the econony will be available and affordabl e.
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Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Person.” A natural person, corporation, partnershinp,
associ ation, and any nunicipality of the Commonweal th and any
public corporation, authority or body whatsoever.

Section 4. Coal mne closures.

In the event of an inpending closure of a coal mne with
significant remai ning coal reserves, the departnment, in
cooperation with other agencies of the Comonweal th as
desi gnated by the Governor, shall intervene for the purpose of
seeking to prevent premature sealing of the coal mne. The
department may require the subm ssion of relevant information
fromaffected persons, including the current operator of the
m ne, and may seek technical assistance to make a recomendati on
regardi ng the economc feasibility of maintaining operation of
the mne and to deternmine the public benefit which will be
derived fromthe preservation and conti nued devel opnment of coal
reserves in the mne. If the departnent determ nes that
continued operation of the mine is economcally feasible and
beneficial to the public, it may conduct neetings and
negotiations as it deens appropriate to encourage the continued
operation of the mne. Information received by the departnent
under this section shall be deemed confidential.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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