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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for emergency vehicle lighting;

and providing for penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "energency vehicle" in section
102 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is
anended and the section is anmended by adding definitions to
read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when

used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly

i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:
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* * %

"Anbul ance." Any vehicle which is specifically designed,

constructed or nodified and equi pped, and is used or intended to

be used, and is mai ntai ned or operated, for the purpose of

provi di ng energency nedical care to, and transportati on of,

human patients. The term i ncl udes advanced or basic |ife support

vehicles that nay or may not transport such patients.

* * %

"Bl ood delivery vehicle." Any vehicle which is used or

i ntended to be used, and i s nmai ntai ned or operated, for the

pur pose of transporting bl ood or bl ood products on an energency

["Enmergency vehicle.” A fire departnent vehicle, police
vehi cl e, sheriff vehicle, anbul ance, bl ood-delivery vehicle,
hazardous material response vehicle, armed forces energency
vehi cl e, one vehicle operated by a coroner or chief county
nmedi cal exam ner and one vehicle operated by a chief deputy
coroner or deputy chief county nedi cal exam ner used for
answering enmergency calls, or any other vehicle designated by
the State Police under section 6106 (relating to designation of
energency vehi cles by Pennsylvania State Police), or a privately
owned vehicle used in answering an energency call when used by
any of the follow ng:

(1) A police chief and assistant chief.

(2) A fire chief, assistant chief and, when a fire
conpany has three or nore fire vehicles, a second or third
assi stant chief.

(3) Afire police captain and fire police |lieutenant.

(4) An anbul ance corps commander and assi stant
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conmander .
(5) A river rescue conmander and assi stant commander.
(6) A county emergency nmanagenent coordi nator.
(7) A fire marshal.
(8) A rescue service chief and assistant chief.]

"Energency vehicle." A fire departnent vehicle, police

vehicl e, sheriff vehicle, anbul ance, bl ood delivery vehicl e,

human organ delivery vehicle or hazardous nmateri al response

"Fire departnent vehicle." A vehicle owned or | eased by an

organi zed paid or volunteer fire departnent.

"Fi sh and Boat Conmi ssi on vehicle." A vehicle owned or

| eased by the Pennsyl vania Fi sh and Boat Conm ssion and used for

t he purpose of | aw enforcenment under 30 Pa.C. S. (relating to

Gane Conmi ssion vehicle." A vehicle owned or | eased by the

Pennsyl vani a Gane Comm ssi on and used for the purpose of | aw

enforcenent under 34 Pa.C.S. (relating to gane).

* * %

"Hazardous materi al response vehicle." A vehicle owned or

| eased by a hazardous nmateri al response team certified through

t he Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.

* * %

"Hunman organ delivery vehicle." Any vehicle which is used or

i ntended to be used, and i s nmai ntai ned or operated, for the

pur pose of transporti ng hunan organs or ti ssue on an energency
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"Police vehicle." A vehicle owed or | eased by the

Commpbnweal th, the Federal Governnment or a nunici pal gover nnent

and used for the purpose of | aw enforcenent by the Pennsyl vani a

State Police, the Federal Governnent or a nunicipal police

* * %

"Privately owned energency vehicle." A privately owned

vehicle reqgi stered as an energency vehicle and used to answer

1
2
3
4
5 departnent.
6
7
8
9

energency calls when operated by any of the foll owi ng persons:

10 (1) A police chief and assistant police chief of a
11 nuni ci pal _police departnent.

12 (2) Afire chief and assistant fire chief of a fire
13 depart nent.

14 (3) Afire police captain and fire police |lieutenant.
15 (4) An _anbul ance corps conmander and_assi st ant

16 commander .

17 (5) A river rescue commander and assi stant conmmander.
18 (6) A county energency nanagenent coordi nator _as

19 desi gnated by the Pennsylvani a Energency Managenent Agency.
20 (7) A county fire marshal

21 "Public Utility Conm ssion vehicle.” A vehicle owned or

22 | eased by the Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssi on and used

23 for the purpose of | aw enforcenent under 66 Pa.C.S. (relating to

24 public utilities).

25 * * %

26 "Sheriff vehicle." A vehicle owed or | eased by a county

27 sheriff departnent.

28 * * *
29 Section 2. Sections 3105, 3107, 3111, 3310 and 3325 of Title
30 75 are anended to read:
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§ 3105. Drivers of energency vehicles.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The driver of an energency vehicle or

privately owned energency vehicle, when responding to an

energency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected

vi ol ator of the |law or when responding to but not upon returning

froma fire alarmor_other energency call, nay exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the
conditions stated in this section.

(b) Exercise of special privileges.--[The] Except as

otherwi se provided in this section, the driver of an energency

vehicle or privately owned energency vehicle may:

(1) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of
this part.

(2) Proceed past a red signal indication or stop sign,
but only after slow ng down as nay be necessary for safe
operation, except as provided in subsection (d).

(3) Exceed the maxi num speed limts so long as the
driver does not endanger |ife or property, except as provided
in subsection (d).

(4) Disregard regulations governing direction of

novenent, overtaking vehicles or turning in specified

di recti ons.
(c) Audible and visual signals required.--The privileges

granted in this section to an emergency vehicle or privately

owned energency vehicle shall apply only when the vehicle is

maki ng use of an audi bl e signal and visual signals neeting the
requi renents and standards set forth in regul ati ons adopted by
the departnent[, except that an enmergency vehicle operated as a
police vehicle need not be equi pped with or display the visual

signals. An anbul ance which is transporting a patient nay use
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either the lights or the audi ble warning system or both, as
determ ned by the driver of the anbul ance].

(d) Anbul ances [and bl ood-delivery], blood delivery vehicles

and human organ delivery vehicles.--The driver of an anbul ance

[or bl ood-delivery], blood delivery vehicle or human organ

delivery vehicle shall conply with maxi mum speed |imts, red
signal indications and stop signs. After ascertaining that the

anmbul ance [or bl ood-delivery], blood delivery vehicle or_human

organ delivery vehicle will be given the right-of-way, the

driver may proceed through a red signal indication or stop sign.
(e) Exercise of care.--This section does not relieve the

driver of an energency vehicle or privately owned energency

all persons.

(f) Pedalcycles.--No part of this [title] section shall be
construed to restrict the operation of a pedal cycle used by a
police officer during the course of performng official duties.
§ 3107. Drivers in funeral processions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The driver of a vehicle which is being
driven in a funeral procession nay:

(1) Park or stand irrespective of the provisions of this
part.

(2) Proceed past a red signal indication or stop sign if
the |l ead vehicle in the procession started through the
intersection while the signal indicator was green or, in the
case of a stop sign, the lead vehicle first canme to a
conpl ete stop before proceeding through the intersection.

(b) Visual signals required.--The privileges granted by this

section shall apply only if each vehicle in the funeral

processi on di splays |ighted head | anps and energency fl ashers

20000H2320B3077 - 6 -
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and bears a flag or other insignia designating it as part of a
funeral procession.

(c) Right-of-way to energency vehicles and privately owned

energency vehicles.--This section does not relieve the driver of

a vehicle which is being driven in a funeral procession from

yielding the right-of-way to an energency vehicle or privately

owned ener gency vehicl e maki ng use of audible [or] and visual

signals, nor fromthe duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons.
§ 3111. (Cbedience to traffic-control devices.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Unless otherwi se directed by a uniforned
police officer or any appropriately attired person authorized to
direct, control or regulate traffic, the driver of any vehicle
shall obey the instructions of any applicable official traffic-
control device placed or held in accordance with the provisions

of this title, subject to the privileges granted the driver of

an [authorized] enmergency vehicle or privately owned energency
vehicle in this title.

(b) Proper position and legibility of device.--No provision
of this title for which official traffic-control devices are
required shall be enforced against an alleged violator if at the
time and place of the alleged violation an official device is
not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an
ordinarily observant person. Wenever a particul ar section does
not state that official traffic-control devices are required,
the section shall be effective even though no devices are
erected or in place.

(c) Presunption of authorized placenent.--Wenever official

traffic-control devices are placed or held in position

approximately conformng to the requirenents of this title, the

20000H2320B3077 - 7 -
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devi ces shall be presumed to have been so placed by the official
act or direction of Iawful authority, unless the contrary shal
be established by conpetent evidence.

(d) Presunption of proper devices.--Any official traffic-
control device placed or held pursuant to the provisions of this
title and purporting to conformto the |awful requirenents
pertaining to such devices shall be presunmed to conply with the
requi renents of this title, unless the contrary shall be
establ i shed by conpetent evidence.

§ 3310. Follow ng too closely.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The driver of a notor vehicle shall not
foll ow anot her vehicle nore closely than is reasonabl e and
prudent, having due regard for the speed of the vehicles and the
traffic upon and the condition of the highway.

(b) Conbinations of vehicles and trucks.--The driver of any
not or vehi cle drawi ng anot her vehicle or of any truck when
travel ing upon a roadway outside of an urban district and
following a notor vehicle drawi ng another vehicle or following a
truck shall, whenever conditions permt, |eave sufficient space
so that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy the space
wi t hout danger, except that this subsection does not prevent a
not or vehicl e drawi ng anot her vehicle or prevent a truck from
overtaki ng and passing any vehicle or conbination of vehicles.

(c) Caravans and notorcades. --Upon any roadway outside of an
urban district, notor vehicles being driven in a caravan or
not or cade, whether or not tow ng other vehicles, shall be so
operated as to allow sufficient space between each vehicle or
conbi nation of vehicles so as to enable any other vehicle to
enter and occupy space w t hout danger. This subsection does not

apply to funeral processions, which shall not be interrupted by

20000H2320B3077 - 8 -
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any vehicle other than an energency vehicle or privately owned

ener gency vehi cl e.

§ 3325. Duty of driver on approach of enmergency vehicle

or privately owned energency vehicl e.

(a) General rule.--Upon the i medi ate approach of an

energency vehicle or privately owned energency vehicl e making

use of an audible signal and visual signals neeting the

requi renents and standards set forth in regul ati ons adopted by
the departnent, [or of a police vehicle properly and lawfully
maki ng use of an audi ble signal only,] the driver of every other
vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and shall inmediately drive
to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the

ri ght-hand edge or curb of the roadway cl ear of any intersection
and shall stop and remain in that position until the energency

vehicle or privately owned energency vehicle has passed, except

when ot herwi se directed by a police officer or an appropriately

attired person authorized to direct, control or requl ate

traffic. On one-way roadways a driver may conply by driving to
the edge or curb which is nearest to the lane in which he is
travel ing.

(b) Duty of operator of streetcar.--Upon the approach of an

energency vehicle or privately owned energency vehicle, the

operator of every streetcar shall imediately stop the streetcar
clear of any intersection and remain in that position until the

energency vehicle or privately owned energency vehicle has

passed, except when otherw se directed by a police officer[.] or

an appropriately attired person authorized to direct, control or

requl ate traffic.

(c) Defense.--1t is a defense to prosecuti on under this

section if a defendant can show by a preponderance of the

20000H2320B3077 - 9 -
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evidence that the failure to stop i nmedi ately for the police

vehi cl e was based on a good faith concern for personal safety.

In determ ni ng whet her the defendant has net this burden, the

court may consider the foll owi ng factors:

(1) the tinme and | ocati on of the event;

(2) the type of police vehicle used;

(3) the defendant's conduct while being foll owed by the

pol i ce vehicl e;

(4) whether the defendant stopped at the first avail abl e

reasonably |ighted or popul ated area; and

(5) any other factor considered rel evant by the court.

Section 3. Title 75 is anended by adding a section to read:

8§ 3327. Unmar ked police vehi cl es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Pennsyl vania State Police, in

consultation with the departnent, shall pronul gate requl ati ons

for the use of unnarked police vehicles. The requl ati ons shall:

(1) establish the procedure to be used by a police

officer in an unnmarked police vehicle when stopping a

(2) require the use of audi ble and visual signals which

meet the requirenents and standards set forth in this title

and in requl ati ons adopted by the departnent; and

(3) establish requirenents for the wearing of an

official police uniformand the display of official police

i dentification.

(b)Y Public awareness. --The Pennsyl vania State Police and the

departnent shall provide for the dissenination of infornmation to

the public regarding the use of unnmarked police vehicles. Such

i nformati on shall acconpany annual vehicle registrati on or

vehicle reqgistration renewal forns distributed by the

20000H2320B3077 - 10 -
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depart nent.

Section 4. Sections 3548, 3733, 4306, 4571, 4572 and 6106 of
Title 75 are anended to read:
§ 3548. Pedestrians to yield to authorized emergency vehicles

or privately owned energency vehi cl es.

(a) General rule.--Upon the i medi ate approach of an

[aut hori zed] energency vehicle or privately owned energency

vehi cl e maki ng use of audi bl e and visual signals neeting the
requirenents of this title, [or of a police vehicle properly and
awful Iy nmaki ng use of an audi bl e signal only,] every pedestrian
shall yield the right-of-way to the [authorized] energency

vehicle or privately owed energency vehicl e.

(b) Exercise of care by driver.--This section does not
relieve the driver of an [authorized] emergency vehicle or

privately owned energency vehicle fromthe duty to drive with

due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway nor
fromthe duty to exercise due care to avoid colliding with any
pedestri an.

§ 3733. Fleeing or attenpting to elude police officer.

(a) Ofense defined.--Any driver of a notor vehicle who
willfully fails or refuses to bring his vehicle to a stop, or
who otherwi se flees or attenpts to elude a pursuing police
of ficer, when given a visual [or] and audible signal to bring
the vehicle to a stop, commts a m sdeneanor of the second
degree. Any driver upon conviction shall pay an additional fine
of $500. This fine shall be in addition to and not in |ieu of
all other fines, court expenses, jail sentences or penalties.

(a.1) Disposition of fines, etc.--The fines inposed and
col | ected under subsection (a) shall not be subject to 42

Pa.C.S. 8 3733 (relating to deposits into account). The fines

20000H2320B3077 - 11 -
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i nposed and col | ected under subsection (a) shall be distributed
in the manner provided in 42 Pa.C.S. 8§ 3571(b)(2) and (3)
(relating to Coomonweal th portion of fines, etc.).
(b) Signal by police officer.--The signal given by the
police officer may be by hand, voice, enmergency lights or siren.
(c) Defenses.--

(1) It is a defense to a prosecution under this section
that the pursuing police vehicle was not clearly identifiable
by its markings or, if unmarked, was not occupied by a police
of ficer who was in uniformand di splayi ng a badge or ot her
sign of authority.

(2) It is a defense to prosecution under this section if

a def endant can show by a preponderance of the evidence that

the failure to stop i mmedi ately for a police vehicle was

based on a good faith concern for personal safety. In

deternmi ni ng whet her the def endant has net this burden, the

court may consider the foll owi ng factors:

(i) the tinme and | ocati on of the event;

(ii) the type of police vehicle used;

(iii) the defendant's conduct while being foll owed

by the police vehicle;

(iv) whether the defendant stopped at the first

avai | abl e reasonably |ighted or popul ated area; and

(v) any other factor considered rel evant by the

8§ 4306. Use of nultiple-beamroad |ighting equipnent.

(a) Approaching an oncom ng vehicle.--Wenever the driver of
a vehicl e approaches an oncom ng vehicle within 500 feet, the
driver shall use the | ow beam of |ight.

(b) Approaching a vehicle fromrear.--Wenever the driver of

20000H2320B3077 - 12 -
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a vehicl e approaches another vehicle fromthe rear within 300
feet, the driver shall use the | ow beamof |ight.
(c) Exception.--

(1) [A police or sheriff vehicle] An _energency vehicle

whi ch is equipped with a flashing headl anp systemt hat
confornms to regul ati ons pronul gated by the departnent shal
be exenpt fromthe provisions of this section only when the
vehicle is being used pursuant to the provisions of section
4571(e) (relating to visual and audi bl e signals on energency
vehi cl es).

(2) Nothing in this section shall limt drivers from
fl ashi ng high beans at oncom ng vehicles as a warning of
roadway energenci es or other dangerous or hazardous
condi ti ons ahead.

8§ 4571. Visual and audi ble signals on energency vehicles and

privately owned enmergency vehicl es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every energency vehicle and privately

owned energency vehicle shall be equipped with one or nore

revolving or flashing red |lights and an audi bl e warni ng system
Spotlights with adjustable sockets may be attached to or nounted

on energency vehicles and privately owned energency vehicles.

(b) Police[, sheriff, fire and coroner or nedical exam ner]
vehicl es. - -
(1) Police[, sheriff, coroner, nedical exam ner or fire
police] vehicles may in addition to the requirenents of

subsection (a) be equi pped with one or nore revol ving or

flashing blue Iights. The conbination of red and blue |ights
may be used only on police[, sheriff, coroner, nedical
exam ner or fire police] vehicles.

(2) Unmarked police vehicles, used as energency vehicles

20000H2320B3077 - 13 -
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and equi pped wi th audi bl e warni ng systens, [may] shall be

equi pped with the Iights described in this section.

(b.1) Muwunted |lights; additional equipnent.--

[3] (1) Police, sheriff and fire vehicles may be
equi pped with a nounted rack containing one or nore energency
warning lights or side nmounted floodlights or alley lights or

all such lights[.], in conformance wi th depart nent

requl ati ons.

(2) Additional visual or audi ble warning signal

equi pnent, including, but not limted to, flashing headl anp

system flashing or revolving white or clear |ights, steady

burning lights, traffic-control energency directional |ight

assenbly, anber lights and intersection |lights, may be

utilized on energency vehicles in accordance with regul ati ons

pronul gated by the departnent.

(c) Gane Conm ssion and Fi sh and Boat Conmi ssi on vehicles. --

(1) A vehicle owned or | eased by the Pennsyl vani a Gane

Conmmi ssi on or the Pennsyl vania Fi sh and Boat Comm SSi on nay

be equi pped with one or nore revolving or flashing red

li ghts, npunted in accordance with requl ati ons promnul gat ed by

t he depart nent.

(2) A Gane Conmi ssion vehicle equi pped with |ights as

aut hori zed by this section shall be used only for the purpose

of | aw enforcenment under 34 Pa.C. S. (relating to gane).

(3) A Fish and Boat Conmi ssi on vehicle equi pped with

li ghts as authorized by this section shall be used only for

t he purposes of | aw enforcenment under 30 Pa.C.S. (relating to

[(c.1) Public UWility Comm ssion vehicles. --Vehicl es owned

or operated by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion and

20000H2320B3077 - 14 -
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used in the enforcenent of 66 Pa.C.S. Chs. 23 (relating to
common carriers) and 25 (relating to contract carrier by notor
vehi cl e and broker) may be equi pped with revolving or flashing
red lights in accordance with subsection (a).]

(d) Vehicles prohibited fromusing signals.--Except as
ot herwi se specifically provided in this part, no vehicle other
t han an energency vehicle may be equi pped with revol ving or
flashing lights or audi ble warning systens identical or simlar

to those specified in subsections (a) and (b). A person who

equi ps or uses a vehicle with visual or audi ble warni ng systens

in violation of this section conmts a nm sdeneanor of the first

(e) Authorized period of use.--The |ights and warni ng
systens specified by this section nmay be used only during an
energency, or in the interest of public safety [and], or by

police officers[, sheriffs] and [deputy sheriffs] officers of

t he Pennsyl vani a Gane Conm ssi on and Pennsyl vani a Fi sh and Boat

Conmi ssion in enforcenment of the |aw. [An anmbul ance which is
transporting a patient nay use either the lights or the audible
war ni ng system or both, as determ ned by the driver of the

anbul ance.] Unaut horized use of the |ights and warni ng systens

specified by this section shall be a m sdemeanor of the first

(f) Conformty with departnent regul ations.--All equipnent
authorized or required by this section shall conformto
department regul ati ons.

8§ 4572. Visual signals on authorized vehicles.

(a) Flashing or revolving blue lights.--Anbul ance personnel,

vol unteer firefighters and owners and handl ers of dogs used in

tracki ng humans may each equi p one notor vehicle with no nore

20000H2320B3077 - 15 -



1

© o0 N oo o A~ w N

N RN R NN N NN R P R R R R R R R R
0o N o o A WO N R O ©O 0O N o A wN - O

29

than two flashing or revolving blue |ights.

(1) In order to be eligible to display lights on their
vehi cl es under this subsection, the names of the anbul ance
personnel and volunteer firefighters shall be submtted to
t he nearest station of the Pennsylvania State Police on a
list signed by the chief of the anbul ance or fire departnment
or conpany and each dog owner and handl er shall register at
t he nearest Pennsylvania State Police station.

(2) The manner in which the lights are displayed and
their intensity shall be determ ned by regulation of the
depart nment.

(3) The lights shall be operable by the driver from
i nside the vehicle.

(4) The lights may be used only while en route to or at
the scene of a fire or energency call.

(5) The lights shall be renoved fromthe vehicle [within

ten days of] immedi ately upon receipt of notice fromthe
chi ef of the anbulance or fire departnment or conpany to
remove the lights upon termnation of the person's status as
an active volunteer firefighter or anbul ance person or upon
term nation of the person's active status as a dog owner or
handl er, or when the vehicle is no | onger used in connection
with the person's duties as a volunteer firefighter or
anbul ance person or dog owner or handl er

(6) This subsection does not relieve the driver fromthe
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons
nor exenpt the driver fromconplying with all provisions of
this title.

(b) Flashing or revolving yellow lights.--Vehicles

30 authorized pursuant to the provisions of sections 6106 (relating
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to desi gnati on of energency vehi cl es by Pennsyl vania State

Police) and 6107 (relating to designation of authorized vehicles

by departnent), tow trucks, vehicles used for snow renpval and

Public Utility Conm ssion vehicles nay be equi pped with [no nore

than two] one or nore flashing or revolving yellow lights. The

manner in which the light or |lights shall be displayed and the
intensity shall be determ ned by regul ation of the departnent.
(c) Vehicles prohibited fromusing lights.--No vehicle other
than a duly authorized vehicle may be equi pped with |ights
identical or simlar to those specified in subsections (a) and

(b). A person who equips or uses a vehicle with visual systens

in violation of this section conmts a nm sdeneanor of the second

8§ 6106. Designation of energency vehicles by Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The Pennsylvania State Police may
desi gnate any vehicle or group of vehicles as energency vehicles
upon a finding that the designation is necessary to the
preservation of |life or property or to the execution of
enmer gency governnental functions.

(b) Exception.--Vehicles designated as energency vehicl es

under this section shall not display or be equi pped with a

conbi nation of red and blue |i ghts.

[(b)] (c) Manner and carrying of designation.--The
designation shall be in witing and the witten designation
shall be carried in the vehicle at all tines[, but failure to
carry the witten designation shall not affect the status of the
vehi cl e as an energency vehicle].

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

B29L75MSP/ 20000H2320B3077 - 17 -



