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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2161 =5

| NTRODUCED BY S. M LLER, ARGALL, CALTAG RONE, SNYDER, CLARK
CORRI GAN, DeLUCA, DEMPSEY, FAI RCHI LD, FREENMAN, GODSHALL,
HALUSKA, HENNESSEY, LEVDANSKY, M CHLOVIC, ORI E, RAM3S,
RUBLEY, SCRI MENTI, SEYFERT, SHANER, STERN, SURRA,
E. Z. TAYLOR, WLLIAM5 AND YOUNGBLOOD, DECEMBER 13, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, DECEMBER 13, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled

"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,

revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating

thereto,” further providing for vacancies in certain offices.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 530 of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and anmended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569) and
anended May 1, 1981 (P.L.32, No.12), is anended to read:

Section 530. Vacancies in General.--Wen a vacancy occurs in
the office of township conm ssioner, auditor, controller,
treasurer, assessor, assistant auditor, or assistant triennial
assessor in any township, by reason of death, resignation,
removal fromthe township or ward, or otherw se, the board of

t ownshi p comm ssi oners of such township shall fill such vacancy

by appointing by resolution a registered voter of the ward or
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townshi p, as the case may be, in which the vacancy occurs. |If

t he board of township comm ssioners of any township shal

refuse, fail, or neglect, or be unable for any reason
what soever, to fill such vacancy within thirty (30) days after
t he vacancy occurs, then the vacancy board shall fill the

vacancy within fifteen (15) additional days by appointing a
regi stered el ector of the ward or township, as the case may be,
in which the vacancy occurs. The vacancy board shall consist of
t he board of comm ssioners and one registered el ector of the

t ownshi p, who shall be appointed by the board of township

commi ssioners at the board's first nmeeting each cal endar year or
as soon thereafter as practical, and who shall act as chairman
of the vacancy board. If the vacancy board does not fill the
vacancy within the prescribed tinme, the chairman shall, or in
the case of a vacancy in the chairmanship the remaini ng nenbers
of the vacancy board shall, petition the court of comon pl eas
to fill the vacancy by appointing a registered elector of the
ward or township, as the case nmay be, in which the vacancy
occurs. In the case where there are vacancies in a mgjority of
the offices of comm ssioners, the court of conmon pleas shal
fill such vacanci es upon presentation of petition signed by not
| ess than fifteen (15) registered electors of the township. In
all cases, the person so appointed shall hold the office if the
termthereof continues so long, until the first Mnday in
January after the first municipal or general election occurring
nore than sixty (60) days after the vacancy occurs, at which

el ection an eligible person shall be elected for the remai nder
of the termand shall have been a resident of the township
continuously for at |east one (1) year before his appointnent.

In townshi ps divided into wards, all appointed comm ssioners
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1 shall reside in the ward in which the vacancy occurred and shal

2 have resided in said ward continuously for at |east one (1) year
3 before appointnment. No person who was convicted of or pled

4 guilty or no contest to a felony shall be eligible for

5 appointnent to fill a vacancy on the board of comm ssioners for
6 a period of three (3) years fromthe date of the conviction or

7 plea.

8 Section 2. This act shall apply to vacanci es occurring on or
9 after the effective date of this act.

10 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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