PRINTER S NO. 2752

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2110 %5

| NTRODUCED BY STETLER, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BROWE, M COHEN
DALLY, FRANKEL, GRUCELA, HARHAI, LaGROITA, MASLAND,
R MLLER, PLATTS, RUBLEY, SCHULER, SHANER, SCLOBAY, STABACK,
STEELMAN, STURLA, E. Z. TAYLOR, J. TAYLOR, TIGUE, VAN HORNE
W LLI AM5, WOINARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, COY, EVANS,
GEl ST, HALUSKA, KI RKLAND, LAUGHLI N, MELI O N CKOL, ROONEY AND
SAYLOR, DECEMBER 7, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, DECEMBER 7, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for police attendance
officers; and further regulating arrest of truant children.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1341 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended Novenber 17, 1995 (1st Sp. Sess., P.L.1093, No.27), is
amended to read:

Section 1341. Duty to Enploy; Power of Arrest;
Certification.--(a) The board of school directors of every
school district of the first, second, or third class, shall, and

in any school district of the fourth class may, enploy one or

nore persons to be known as attendance officers, or hone and
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school visitors, whose duties shall be to enforce the provisions
of this act regarding conpul sory attendance. Such attendance
of ficers, or honme and school visitors, shall, in addition to the
duti es inposed upon them by the provisions of this act, have
full police power w thout warrant, and may arrest or apprehend
any child who fails to attend school in conpliance with the
provi sions of this act, or who is incorrigible, insubordinate,
or disorderly during attendance at school or on his way to or
fromschool. Al hone and school visitors shall be legally
certified as such by the Departnent of Education, upon neeting
such standards as shall be prescribed by the State Board of
Educat i on.

(b) Any two or nore school districts may join in the
appoi ntment of an attendance officer on such ternms as they may

nmut ual |y agree upon. School districts nmay nake contractual

agreenents with the nmunicipality or nunicipalities that it

serves to have its police officers provide the services as

attendance officers. The board of school directors and the

governi ng body of the nunicipality will have authority to

negoti ate the fees and the | evel of services.

(c) State, municipal, port authority, transit authority,
housi ng authority and school police officers shall have the sane
arrest powers as attendance officers or honme and school
visitors.

Section 2. Section 1354 of the act, anended January 14, 1970
(1969 P.L.468, No.192), is anended to read:

Section 1354. Report of Children not Enrolling, or
Wthdrawi ng, or Being Illegally Absent.--It shall be the duty of
every principal or teacher of a public school to report

i mredi ately to the attendance officer, district superintendent,
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or secretary of the board of school directors the nanmes of al
children in the list furnished to himwho have not appeared for
enrol I ment, and he shall also properly report, fromtine to
time, to the attendance officer, district superintendent, or

secretary of the board of school directors or may properly

report to the chief of police or police commi ssioner in the

muni ci palities of that school district or in the case of a

muni ci pality which does not have a police departnent, to the

Pennsyl vania State Police troop or detachnent with jurisdiction

over that nunicipality, the names of all children who having

enrol | ed have subsequently w thdrawn from school, or who have
been absent three (3) days, or their equivalent, wthout | aw ul

excuse or who is absent from school and has been deternined to

be habitually truant under section 1333 of this act. Such person

shal |l thereupon serve upon the parent, guardian, or other person
in parental relation to such children unlawfully absent from
school, the witten notice hereinbefore provided, and if it

shal | appear that, within three (3) days thereafter, any child,
parent, guardian, or other person in parental relation shal

have failed to conply with the provisions of this act, the
superi ntendent, attendance officer, or secretary of the board of
school directors, in the nane of the school district, shal
proceed agai nst the person so offending, in accordance with the

provisions of this act. The chief of police or police

commi ssioner in the nunicipalities of that school district or in

the case of a nmunicipality which does not have a police

departnent, the Pennsylvania State Police troop or detachnent

with jurisdiction in that nunicipality, may serve upon the

parent, quardi an or other person in parental relation to

children unlawfully absent from school, the witten notice
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her ei nbefore provided, and if it shall appear that, within three

(3) days thereafter, any child parent, quardi an, or other person

in parental relation shall have failed to conply with the

provisions of this act, the chief of police or police

commi ssioner in the nunicipalities of that school district or in

the case of a nmunicipality which does not have a police

departnent, the Pennsylvania State Police troop or detachnent

with jurisdiction in that nunicipality, may proceed agai nst the

person so offending, in accordance with the provisions of this

act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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