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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1857 =5

| NTRODUCED BY COY, BUNT, CAPPABI ANCA, LESCOVI TZ, CGEORGE, VEQON,
DeWEESE, EVANS, M COHEN, LEDERER, RI EGER, GORDNER, FRANKEL,
LEH, READSHAW CALTAGQ RONE, ROBERTS, PESCI, BELARDI, LUCYK,
McCALL, WALKO, VAN HORNE, MANDERI NO, TANGRETTI, JANMES,
STURLA, M CHLOVI C, PETRARCA, HALUSKA, BEBKO- JONES, FREEMAN,
LAUGHLI N, SURRA, GRUCELA, SEYFERT, SCOLOBAY, HANNA, MARKOSEK,
STETLER, SCRI MENTI, WOINAROSKI, LaGROITA, CASORI O, SANTON ,
DALEY, STABACK, WATERS, TRAVAGLI O DALLY, DeLUCA, M COZZIE,
Pl STELLA, PLATTS, LYNCH, BROWNE, BELFANTI, HASAY, STEELMAN,
COLAFELLA, RUFFI NG AND RAMOS, SEPTEMBER 27, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
SEPTEMBER 27, 1999
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AN ACT

Providing for the Agricultural Drought Energency G ant Program

establishing and enpowering the Agricultural Drought

Emer gency Disaster Board within the Departnent of

Agricul ture; and nmaking an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agricul tural
Dr ought Energency G ant Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Agricultural Drought Energency D saster Board



1 established in section 4.

2 "Drought."™ A period of prolonged dryness whi ch causes

3 extensive damage to crops by preventing their growth or reducing
4 the crop yield by 30% or nore.

5 "Eligible recipient.” A natural person or a famly farm

6 corporation who or which after application is awarded a grant by
7 the Agricultural Drought Enmergency D saster Board.

8 Section 3. Agricultural Drought Enmergency Grant Program

9 (a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established in the

10 Departnent of Agriculture the Agricultural Drought Enmergency

11 G ant Programunder the direction of the board. The program

12 shall provide Comonweal th assistance, in the formof direct

13 grants, to eligible recipients for | osses incurred due to the
14 Drought of 1999.

15 (b) Utilization of grant.--An eligible recipient who

16 receives a grant under this act nust use the proceeds of that

17 grant for one or all of the follow ng purposes:

18 (1) Projects located on the affected farmrelating to
19 drought mtigation, water managenent or water conservation.
20 (2) Indemnification of:
21 (i) <crop losses fromthe drought; and/or
22 (i1i) livestock productivity |osses fromthe drought.
23 (3) Procurenent of |ivestock feed stocks including
24 mtigation of transportation costs associated with such
25 procur enent .
26 (4) Subsidization of crop insurance preni umns.
27 (5) O her projects which are authorized by the board.
28 (c) Maxi mum anount of grant.--The nmaxi mum anount of a grant
29 to any one eligible recipient shall be determ ned by the board.

30 Section 4. Agricultural Drought Energency Di saster Board.
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1 (a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
2 Department of Agriculture an adm nistrative board to be known as
3 the Agricultural Drought Emergency D saster Board which shal

4 inplenment and adm nister the provisions of this act.

5 (b) Menbership.--The board shall consist of ten nenbers as
6 follows:

7 (1) The Secretary of Agriculture, who shall chair the

8 boar d.

9 (2) The chairman of the Pennsyl vani a Enmergency

10 Managenent Agency.

11 (3) The dean of the School of Agricultural Sciences at
12 The Pennsyl vania State University.

13 (4) A representative of the Farm Service Agency of the
14 United States Departnent of Agriculture.

15 (5) Five farmers to be appointed as foll ows:

16 (i) One farnmer shall be appointed by the Governor.
17 (ii) One farmer shall be appointed by the President
18 pro tenpore of the Senate.

19 (iti1) One farner shall be appointed by the Speaker
20 of the House of Representatives.
21 (tv) One farmer shall be appointed by the Mnority
22 Leader of the Senate.
23 (v) One farnmer shall be appointed by the Mnority
24 Leader of the House of Representatives.
25 (c) Oganization.--The chairman of the board shall call the
26 initial neeting of the board within ten days of the effective
27 date of this section. Thereafter, the board shall neet at |east
28 nonthly unl ess convened sooner by the chairman. Six nenbers of
29 the board shall constitute a quorumfor all official business of

30 the board.
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1 (d) Conpensation and expenses. --Conpensati on of and expenses
2 for menbers of the board shall be paid by the Departnent of

3 Agriculture pursuant to Executive Board policies.

4 (e) Powers and duties.--The board shall have the follow ng

5 powers and duties:

6 (1) Establish the Drought Emergency Grant Program by no
7 | ater than Novenber 1, 1999.

8 (2) Determine the qualifications of eligible recipients
9 consistent with the definition in section 2 and the

10 requi renent that at |east 51% of an eligible recipient's

11 gross incone is earned from agricul tural production.

12 (3) Fix the levels of drought damage necessary to obtain
13 a grant.

14 (4) Establish a system of applications and priorities

15 for award of grants including a pro rata systemfor grant

16 reductions if the nunber of eligible applicants exceeds the
17 funds appropriated for grants.

18 (5) Promulgate rules relating to the Agricultural

19 Drought Energency G ant Program after approval by the
20 Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee of the Senate and the
21 Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee of the House of
22 Represent ati ves.
23 (6) Ten days prior to termnation, transfer all records
24 and unfinished business to the Departnent of Agriculture.
25 (7) Take all other actions necessary to inplenent the
26 provi sions of this act.
27 (8) Termnate all business on or before June 30, 2000.
28 Section 5. Audits.
29 The affairs of the board and its successor, the Departnent of

30 Agriculture, shall be subject to audit by the Auditor General.
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Section 6. Appropriation.

The sum of $75, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the
Agricul tural Drought Energency Disaster Board for the fiscal
year July 1, 1999, to June 30, 2000, for the sole purpose of
maki ng grants pursuant to this act.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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