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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1687 *5e”

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, ARGALL, FREEMAN, GODSHALL, HALUSKA,
HARHAI , HERVAN, HERSHEY, MELI O, NI CKOL, B. SM TH, STEIL,
STERN, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR AND WLT, JUNE 16, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 16, 1999

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,

3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,

9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” providing for digitized signature list; further
12 provi di ng for rei nbursenent of costs, for qualification to

13 vote, for residence of electors, for exam nation and approval
14 of electronic voting systens, for voter's certificates, for
15 duties of court of common pleas and for manner of applying to
16 vote; providing for procedures for voting foll ow ng a change
17 in address and for records; and further providing for voting
18 checklists, for assistance in voting, for absentee ballots,
19 for independent audits and for unlawful assistance in voting.

20 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
21 hereby enacts as follows:

22 Section 1. Section 102(e) of the act of June 3, 1937

23 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code,
24 anended August 1, 1941 (P.L.672, No.273), is anmended and the
25 section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:

26 Section 102. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words, when used in
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this act, shall have the follow ng nmeani ngs, unless otherw se
clearly apparent fromthe context:

* * %

(e) The words "district register” shall mean the

registration cards or digitized signature |ist containing [al

or any part of] the [registry] list of qualified electors [of

the sane election district] arranged al phabetically by the | ast

nane of the registrant, as prepared by the registration

conmi ssi ons.

* * %

(z-5) The words "digitized signature list" shall nean a

conputer-generated |list or conputer-generated card file used by

a reqgistration conmi ssion as a district reqgister of electors

pursuant to section 702 of the act of June 30, 1995 (P.L.170,

No. 25), known as the "Pennsyl vania Voter Reqistration Act."

Section 2. Section 305(a) of the act, amended May 5, 1982
(P.L.374, No.108), is anended to read:

Section 305. Expenses of County Boards and of Prinmaries and
El ections to Be Paid by County; Expenses of Special Elections;
Boards to Be Provided with Ofices.--

(a) The county conm ssioners or other appropriating
authorities of the county shall appropriate annually, and from
time to tine, to the county board of elections of such county,
the funds that shall be necessary for the mai ntenance and
operation of the board and for the conduct of primaries and
el ections in such county, including the paynent of the
conpensati on of the enployes of the board, custodians, election
of ficers, and other assistants and enpl oyes herein provided for,
and the fees of witnesses as herein provided; for the purchase

or printing, under contracts nmade by the board, of all ballots
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and other primary and el ection supplies required by this act, or
whi ch the board shall consider necessary to carry out the

provi sions of this act; for the purchase, under contracts made
by the board, and mai ntenance, of voting machi nes, when adopted
as herein provided, and of all other primary and el ection

equi pnent required by this act, or which the board shal

consi der necessary to carry out the provisions of this act; for
the publication of notices authorized by this act, under
contracts made by the board, and for all other necessary
expenses hereunder: Provided, however, That bonds or other

evi dences of indebtedness, payable not later than thirty years
fromtheir dates of issuance, nay be issued by the county

conmi ssioners or other appropriating authorities of the county
in accordance with the provisions of lawrelating to the

i ncrease of indebtedness of such county, to neet all or any part
of the cost of voting machi nes.

1. The county shall be liable for the expenses of hol ding
special elections for any city, borough, township, school
district or other municipality or incorporated district
contai ned therein, which is held on the day of any general,
muni ci pal or primary el ection, and on any special question which
is required by law to be, or which is, at the discretion of the
county board, as hereinafter provided, printed on the regul ar
ballot after the list of the candidates, or on the sane voting
machi ne as the |ist of candi dates.

2. Any city, borough, township, school district or other
muni ci pality or incorporated district contained in any county,
hol ding a special election, as authorized by |law, on the
guestion of increase of indebtedness or any other question to be

voted on by the el ectors of such subdivision, which special
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el ection is held on the day of any general, municipal or primary
el ection and which is required by |law to be conducted or at the
di scretion of the county board, as hereinafter provided, is
conducted by special ballots for such question, shall be liable
to the county for the expenses necessarily incurred in the
printing of such special ballots.

3. If any other day than the day of any general, nmuni ci pal
or primary election be fixed by the corporate authorities of any
muni ci pality, school district or incorporated district for the
hol di ng of a special election on the question of increase of
i ndebt edness or any other question, as authorized by |aw, such
muni ci pality, school district or incorporated district shall be
liable for and pay the entire expense of holding such el ection,
i ncluding the cost of printing ballots and supplies, pay of
el ection officers, the rental of polling places, and the cost of
canvassi ng and conputing the votes cast.

4. The Departnment of State shall reinburse county boards of
el ection for those additional costs incurred by the county for
any special election held to fill a vacancy in the Pennsylvani a

CGeneral Assenbly. The county board of elections shall submt a

request for reinbursenent to the Departnent of State on a form

prescri bed by the Departnent of State no |later than si xty days

after the special election. Only those costs which are

attributable solely to the special election shall be reinbursed.
Rei mbur senent shall not be deni ed because the special election
is held on the sane day as a general, nunicipal or primry

el ection if the county can show that additional costs were
incurred attributable solely to the special election. The
Governor may, fromtine to time, allocate to the Departnent of

State as much noney fromthe General Fund as he deens necessary
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to permt the departnment to reinburse the counties for costs
incurred in the special elections.

* x *

Section 3. Section 701 of the act, anmended July 3, 1974
(P.L.443, No.153), is anended to read:

Section 701. Qualifications [of Electors] to Vote at

CGeneral, Municipal or Special Elections.--Every citizen [of this

Commonweal t h] ei ghteen years of age, possessing the follow ng
qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all general,

nmuni ci pal _or special elections, provided [he or she] the citizen

has conplied with the [provisions of the] acts requiring and
regul ating the registration of electors:

(1) [He or she] The citizen shall have been a citizen of the

United States at | east one nonth.

(2) [He or she] The citizen shall have resided in the State

[ninety] thirty days inmedi ately preceding the el ection.

(3) [He or she] The citizen shall have resided in the
el ection district where he or she shall offer to vote at | east
thirty days i mredi ately preceding the el ection, except that if
qualified to vote in an election district prior to renoval of
residence, he or she may, if a [resident] citizen of
Pennsyl vania, vote in the election district fromwhich he or she
removed his or her residence within thirty days preceding the
el ection.
Section 4. Section 702 of the act is anended to read:
Section 702. Qualifications [of Electors] to Vote at

Primaries.--The qualifications of [electors] an elector entitled

to vote at primaries shall be the sane as the qualifications of

[el ectors] an elector entitled to vote at general or nunici pal

el ections within the election district where the primary is
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hel d, provided that [no el ector who is not registered and
enrolled as a nenber of a political party, in accordance with
the provisions of this act, shall be permtted to vote the
bal | ot of such party or any other party ballot at any primary.]

an el ector nust be a regi stered and enrol |l ed nenber of such

party upon the records of the regi strati on conm ssi on, which

enrol |l nent shall be conclusive as to such elector's party

menbership and shall not be subject to chall enge on the day of

the prinary.

Section 5. Section 703 of the act, amended Septenber 9, 1959
(P.L.851, No.339), is anended to read:

Section 703. Residence of Electors.--[For the purpose of
regi stration and voting, no person shall be deened to have
gai ned a residence by reason of his presence, or lost it by
reason of his absence, while enployed in the service, either
civil or mlitary, of this State or of the United States, nor
whil e engaged in the navigation of the waters of the State or of
the United States, or on the high seas, nor while a student of
any institution of |learning, nor while kept in any poorhouse or
ot her asylum at public expense, nor while confined in public
prison, except that any veteran who resides in a hone for
di sabl ed and i ndigent soldiers and sailors, operated and
mai nt ai ned by the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a, and who
possesses all the qualifications for voting, may gain a
residence for registration and voting at the hone for disabled
and i ndigent soldiers and sailors. The provisions of this
anmendnent shall not be construed to affect the voting rights of
bedri dden or hospitalized veterans who choose to vote as
absentee el ectors by the use of veteran's official ballots.] The

resi dence of an el ector for the purpose of voting and the rul es
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1 for determ ning such residence shall be the sane _as prescribed
2 for voter reqgistration by sections 501 and 502 of the act of

3 June 30, 1995 (P.L.170, No.25), known as the "Pennsylvani a Voter
4 Reqgistration Act.”

5 Section 6. Section 704 of the act is anmended to read:

6 [ Section 704. Rules for Determ ning Residence.--In

7 determning the residence of a person desiring to register or
8 vote, the following rules shall be followed so far as they nmay
9 be applicable:

10 (a) That place shall be considered the residence of a person
11 in which his habitation is fixed, and to which, whenever he is
12 absent, he has the intention of returning.

13 (b) A person shall not be considered to have lost his

14 residence who | eaves his hone and goes into another state or
15 another election district of this State for tenporary purposes
16 only, with the intention of returning.

17 (c) A person shall not be considered to have gai ned a

18 residence in any election district of this State into which he
19 cones for tenporary purposes only, without the intention of
20 rmaking such election district his permanent place of abode.
21 (d) The place where the famly of a married nman or wonan
22 resides shall be considered and held to be his or her place of
23 residence, except where the husband and wi fe have actually
24 separated and live apart, in which case the place where he or
25 she has resided for two nonths or nore shall be considered and
26 held to be his or her place of residence.
27 (e) If a person renobves to another state with the intention
28 of making such state his permanent residence, he shall be
29 considered to have lost his residence in this State.
30 (f) If a person renobves to another state with the intention
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of remaining there an indefinite time and nmaki ng such state his
pl ace of residence, he shall be considered to have |ost his
residence in this State, notw thstanding he may entertain an
intention to return at sone indefinite future period.

(g) If a person renoves to the District of Colunbia or other
Federal territory or foreign country to engage in the governnment
service, he shall not be considered to have | ost his residence
inthis State during the period of such service, and the place
where the person resided at the time of his renoval shall be
consi dered and held to be his place of residence.

(h) If a person goes into another state and while there
exercises the right of a citizen by voting, he shall be
considered to have lost his residence in this State.]

Section 7. Section 1105-A(a) and (f) of the act, added July
11, 1980 (P.L.600, No.128), are anended to read:

Section 1105-A. Exam nation and Approval of Electronic
Voting Systenms by the Secretary of the Conmonwealth.--(a) Any
person or corporation owing, manufacturing or selling, or being
interested in the manufacture or sale of, any electronic voting
system nmay request the Secretary of the Conmonwealth to exam ne

or reexam ne such system Any [ten] one hundred or nore persons,

being [qualified] registered qualified electors of [this

Commonweal th] the county, may, at any tinme, [request] file a

petition requesting the Secretary of the Commonwealth to

reexam ne any el ectronic voting systemtheretofore exam ned and

approved by [him] the secretary and used in the county in which

such electors are reqgi stered. The Secretary of the Conmmpbnweal t h

shall prescribe a formand content of the petition. Before any

such exam nation or reexam nation, the person, persons, or

corporation, requesting such exam nation or reexam nation, shal
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pay to the Treasurer of the Commobnweal th an exam nation [fee]

dollars ($4,000). The person, persons or corporati on shal

assune all costs and expenses associ ated with such exani nati on

or reexan nation and shall make final paynent to the Treasurer

of the Commpbnweal th, covering all additional costs and expenses

in excess of the original deposit, before the results of such

exan nation or reexan nation shall be reveal ed by the Secretary

of the Commponwealth. |If the costs and expenses associ ated with

such exam nati on or reexam nati on do not exceed four thousand

dollars ($4,000), then the Secretary of the Commpbnweal t h shal

cause the State Treasurer to refund the remni nder of the deposit

to said person, persons or corporation. The Secretary of the

Commonweal th may, at any tine, in [his] the secretary's

di scretion, reexam ne any such system [therefore] previously

exam ned and approved by [him the secretary. The Secretary of

t he Commonweal th may issue directives or instructions for
i npl enentation of electronic voting procedures and for the
operation of electronic voting systens.

* %k

(f) Each exam ner appointed hereunder shall receive [a]
conpensation [of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150) for each

type of electronic voting systemexanmned by him] at a rate to

be neqotiated with the exanm ner by the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th. The Secretary of the Commpnweal th's sel ecti on and

conpensati on of an exanmi ner shall be in accordance w th

appl i cabl e Commonweal th gqui delines for contracti ng for services.

Section 8. Section 1203 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1203. Voter's Certificates.--At each prinmary and

el ection each county board shall prepare a suitable nunber of
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1 voter's certificates which shall be in form approved by the

2 Secretary of the Commonweal th substantially as foll ows:

3 Voter's Certificate

4 (Primary) (Election).............. 19..
5 | hereby certify that | amqualified to vote at this

6 (primary) (election)

7 Signat Ure . ...
8 AdAr SS .. .
O Pa.
10 Approved. .. ....... ...

11 Nunber of stub of ballot issued or nunber of adm ssion to

12 voting machines (and party, at primry)............ .. ...,
13 The voter's certificate shall be [so prepared as to be] in_ a
14 form capable of being inserted by the election officers in a

15 suitable file or binder [to be furnished by the county board.

16 One such] or shall be printed on a conputer-generated list. In
17 the case of counties utilizing digitized signature lists as

18 district registers, voter's certificates may be printed on the
19 sane such lists. Except in counties utilizing digitized
20 signature lists with voter's certificates thereon or_ conputer-
21 generated |lists, a file or binder shall be furnished by the
22 county board for each election district for each primary and
23 election, and shall have printed or witten thereon the words
24 "Voting Check List," together with the nunber of the district
25 and ward, if any, and the date of the primary or el ection.
26 Section 9. Section 1206 of the act, anmended July 13, 1961
27 (P.L.603, No.303), is anended to read:
28 Section 1206. Duties of Conmon Pl eas Court on Days of
29 Primaries and Elections.--The court of common pleas of each

30 county of the Commonwealth or a judge or judges thereof, shal
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be in continuous session at the courthouse of said county, or,
in judicial districts conposed of nore than one county, at the
court house of the county in which such judge or judges reside,
on the day of each primary and election from7 o' clock A M
until 10 o'clock P. M and so long thereafter as it may appear
that the process of said court will be necessary to secure a
free, fair and correct conputation and canvass of the votes cast
at said election. In judicial districts having but one judge of
the court of common pl eas, such judge shall not be required to
be in session, as aforesaid, between the hours of 12 o' cl ock
noon and 2 o'clock P. M, nor between the hours of 5:30 o'clock
P. M and 7 o' clock P. M During such period said court shal

act as a commtting magi strate for any violation of the election
| aws; shall settle summarily controversies that may arise with
respect to the conduct of the election; shall issue process, if
necessary, to enforce and secure conpliance with the el ection

| aws; and shall decide such other matters pertaining to the

el ection as nmay be necessary to carry out the intent of this act

and the act of June 30, 1995 (P.L.170, No.?25), known as the

"Pennsyl vani a Voter Registration Act"; and [in counties of the

third class] shall have power to appoint additional clerks at
the polling places where needed and requested by the el ection
board: Provided, That for each clerk appointed fromthe majority
political party, a clerk fromthe mnority political party mnust

al so be appointed. In addition, said court shall hear and

deternine the petition of any qualified el ector who has

heretofore been duly reqi stered as an el ector of said county but

who, due to circunstances beyond his control, has failed to file

a renpval notice or reinstatenent card in order to insure the

i nclusion of the elector's reqgistration card in the district
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regi ster of the election district of the elector's residence;

the petition of any qualified reqi stered el ector who has

suffered a physical disability which renders the el ector unabl e

to see or mark the ball ot or operate the voting nachine or to

enter the voting nachi ne conpartnent or voting booth w t hout

assi stance and, due to circunstances beyond the el ector's

control, was unable to nmake application personally at the office

of the reqgistration conm ssion within the tine prescribed by | aw

in order to have such fact entered on the elector's reqgi stration

card; the petition of any qualified elector who is a duly

di scharged veteran and who, by reason of the el ector's service

in the arned forces, was unable to register within the tine

fixed by law, and the petition of any conm ssioner, chief clerk,

regi strar or clerk, setting forth that an elector's right to

vote has been deni ed by reason of an error by the registration

conmi ssi on.

Section 10. Section 1210(a) and (d), anmended June 10, 1982
(P.L.458, No.135), are anended and the section is anended by
addi ng subsections to read:

Section 1210. Manner of Applying to Vote; Persons Entitled
to Vote; Voter's Certificates; Entries to Be Made in District
Regi ster; Nunbered Lists of Voters; Challenges.--(a) At every
primary and el ection each el ector who desires to vote shal

first sign a voter's certificate, and, unless [he] the el ector

is a State or Federal enploye who has regi stered under any
regi stration act w thout declaring [his] a residence by street

and nunber, [he] the elector shall insert his address therein,

unl ess the conm ssion shall have it printed on the voter's

certificate, and hand the sanme to the election officer in charge

of the district register. Such election officer shall thereupon
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announce the elector's nane so that it may be heard by al
menbers of the election board and by all watchers present in the
polling place and shall conpare the elector's signature on [his]

the elector's voter's certificate with [his] the elector's

signature in the district register. If, upon such conpari son,
the signature upon the voter's certificate appears to be

genui ne, the elector who has signed the certificate shall, if

ot herwi se qualified, be pernmtted to vote: Provided, That if the
signature on the voter's certificate, as conpared with the
signature as recorded in the district register, shall not be
deened aut hentic by any of the election officers, such el ector
shall not be denied the right to vote for that reason, but shal
be consi dered challenged as to identity and required to nmake the
affidavit and produce the evidence as provided in subsection (d)
of this section. Wien an el ector has been found entitled to

vote, the election officer who exam ned [his] the voter's

certificate and conpared [his] the elector's signature shal

sign [his] the officer's name or initials on the voter's

certificate, and shall, if the elector's signature is not
readily legible, print such elector's nane over [his] the
el ector's signature, and the nunber of the stub of the ball ot

issued to [himor his] the elector's nunber in the order of

adm ssion to the voting machines, and at primaries a letter or
abbrevi ati on designating the party in whose prinmary [he] the
el ector votes shall also be entered by one of the election

officers or clerks. As each [voter] elector is found to be
qualified and votes, the election officer in charge of the
district register shall wite or stanp the date of the election
or primary, the nunber of the stub of the ballot issued to [himn

the el ector or [his] the elector's nunber in the order of
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adm ssion to the voting machines, and at primaries a letter or
abbrevi ati on designating the party in whose prinmary [he] the

el ector votes, and shall sign [his] the election officer's nane

or initials in the proper space on the registration card of such
[voter] elector contained in the district register or next to

the elector's signature on a conputer-generated |list or

digitized signature list with voter's certificates thereon, if

either is utilized by the county.

As each [voter] elector votes, [his] the elector's nanme in

the order of voting shall be recorded in two (2) nunbered |ists

of [voters] electors provided for that purpose, with the

addition of a note of each [voter's] elector's party enroll nment

after [his] the elector's nane at prinmaries.

* * %

(d) No person, except a qualified elector who is in actual
mlitary or naval service under a requisition of the President
of the United States or by the authority of this Commonweal t h,
and who votes under the provisions of Article XIll of this act,
shall be entitled or permtted to vote at any primary or
el ection at any polling place outside the election district in
whi ch [he] the person resides, nor shall [he] the person be
permtted to vote in the election district in which [he] the
person resides, unless [he] the person has been personally

regi stered as an elector and [his] the elector's registration

card appears in the district register of such election district,
except by order of the court of common pleas as provided in this
act, and any person, although personally registered as an

el ector, may be challenged by any qualified el ector, election

of ficer, overseer, or watcher at any primary or election as to

[his] the person's identity, [as to his] continued residence in

19990H1687B2074 - 14 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

the election district or [as to] any alleged violation of the
provi sions of section 1210 of this act, and if challenged as to
identity or residence, [he] the person shall produce at | east

one qualified elector of the election district as a w tness, who

shall make affidavit of [his] the challenged elector's identity

or continued residence in the election district[: Provided,
however, That no person shall be entitled to vote as a nmenber of
a party at any primary, unless he is registered and enrolled as
a menber of such party upon the district register, which
enrol | ment shall be conclusive as to his party nenbership and
shall not be subject to challenge on the day of the primry].

(e) An elector who is reqgistered and enroll ed as a nmenber of

a political party, and who, upon applying to vote, shall have

establi shed his identity by signing his nane and address, or

otherwi se, as herein required at el ections, and is otherw se

qualified, may vote as a nenber of such party at any prinary

succeedi ng the elector's regi strati on wi thout being subject to

any chal l enge regarding the el ector's party nenbershi p. No

el ector registered and enroll ed as a nenber of a political party

shall be allowed to receive or vote the ball ot of any other

political party at any prinmary el ection.

(f) A reqgistered qualified el ector, although not enroll ed as

a nenber of a political party, shall be pernmtted to vote at a

primary on questions and other matters not involving the

nom nati on of political party candi dates or the el ecti on of

political party officers or del egates.

(g) |If an elector's reqgistration record indicates that the

elector is in an inactive status, the el ector shall be entitl ed

to vote as provided by section 1902 of the act of June 30, 1995

(P.L.170, No.?25), known as the "Pennsyl vania Voter Regi stration
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Section 11. The act is anended by adding sections to read:

Section 1210. 1. Procedure for Voting Following Failure to

Return Notification Card.--(a) A reqgistered el ector who has

noved to an address within the sane el ection district where the

elector is registered shall, notwithstanding failure to notify

the conm ssion prior to the date of an election, be pernmtted to

vote in that election district upon witten affirmati on by the

el ector of the change of address before an el ection official at

the election district polling place.

(b) A reqgistered el ector who has noved to an address within

a different election district of the county where the el ector is

regi stered and who has failed to notify the conm ssion of the

change of address prior to the date of an el ection shall be

permitted to notify the regi strati on conni ssion of the address

change and vote at the elector's forner polling place upon

witten affirnmation by the el ector of the new address before an

election official at the former polling pl ace.

(c) A reqgistered el ector who has noved to anot her county and

who has failed to notify any conm ssion of the change of address

prior to the date of the election shall be permtted to notify

the regi strati on conm ssion of the address change and vote at

the elector's forner polling place upon witten affirnmati on by

the el ector of the new address before an el ection official at

the fornmer polling pl ace.

Section 1210. 2. I ncorrect Records.--If voter registration

records incorrectly indicate that an el ector has noved from an

address in the election district where the elector is

regi stered, the elector shall, upon witten affirmti on of the

error before an election official at the polling place w thin
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said election district, be pernmitted to vote at that polling

Section 12. Section 1212 of the act is amended to read:
Section 1212. Voting Check List.--[After each el ector has
been admtted to vote, his voter's certificate shall be inserted
inthe file or binder provided therefor by the county board, and

known as the "Voting Check List," and the said voter's

certificate so bound] The "Voting Check List" shall consist of

the collection of the voter's certificates of those el ectors

whose admnmi ssion to vote is evidenced on said certificates by the

signature or initials of a district election official. The

Voti ng Check List shall constitute the official |list of electors

voting at [such] each primary or election. [AIl] If the county

uses diqgitized signature lists containing voter's certificates

thereon as a district regi ster or conputer-generated |lists, said

lists shall constitute the Voting Check List for said county. |f

the voter's certificates do not appear on digitized si gnature

lists used as district reqgisters or on conputer-generated |ists,

the el ectors' voter's certificates shall be inserted in the file

or binder provided therefor by the county board after each

el ector has been adnmitted to vote. The voter's certificates

[ prepared by persons applying to vote] of electors whose

applications to vote are refused by the election officer shal

be carefully preserved and returned by the election officer to

the county board with the other papers.

Section 13. Section 1218 of the act, anmended February 13,
1989 (P.L.1, No.1), is anended to read:

Section 1218. Assistance in Voting.--

(a) No [voter] elector shall be permtted to receive any

assistance in voting at any primary or election, unless there is
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recorded upon [his] such elector's registration card [his

declaration] a declaration, or unless the elector declares in

witing at the polling place, that, by reason of blindness,

disability, or inability to read or wite, [he] the elector is
unable to read the nanmes on the ballot or on the voting machine

| abel's, or that [he] the el ector has a physical disability which

renders [hin] such el ector unable to see or mark the ball ot or

operate the voting machine, or to enter the voting conpartnent
or voting machi ne booth w thout assistance, the exact nature of
such condition being recorded on such registration card or

decl aration, and unless the election officers are satisfied that

[he] the elector still suffers fromthe sanme condition. The

decl aration conpleted in the polling place shall be in a form

approved by the Secretary of the Commbnweal th substantially as

(Nane and address of elector requiring assi stance)

by reason of ....... .. . . ... ..

(Reason for need of assistance)

am unable to vote wi thout the assi stance of

(Nanme and address of person rendering assi stance)

(Dat e)

Witnessed by .. .... .. . . . . ...

(Si gnature of Judge of El ection)

(b) Any elector who is entitled to receive assistance in
voti ng under the provisions of this section shall be permtted
by the judge of election to select a person of the elector's
choice to enter the voting conpartnent or voting nachi ne booth

with [hin] the elector to assist [him the elector in voting,
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such assistance to be rendered inside the voting conpartmnent or
voti ng machi ne booth except that the elector's enployer or an
agent of the enployer or an officer or agent of the elector's
union shall not be eligible to assist the elector.

(c) In every case of assistance under the provisions of this
section, the judge of election shall forthwith enter in witing
in a book to be furnished by the county board of elections, to
be known as the record of assisted voters--(1) the [voter's]
el ector's nane; (2) a statenent of the facts which entitle [himn

the el ector to receive assistance; and (3) the name of the

person furnishing the assistance. The record of assisted voters
shall be returned by the judge of election to the county board
of elections with the other papers, as hereinafter provided, and
said county board shall permt the same to be exam ned only upon
the witten order of a judge of the court of common pl eas:

Provi ded, however, That such record shall be subject to subpoena
to the sanme extent to which other election records may be
subpoenaed: And provided further, That the county el ection board
shall permt any registration conm ssion to exam ne any records
of assisted voters without a court order, in order that the

regi stration comm ssion nmay ascertain whether electors, who have
declared, at the tinme of registration, their need for

assi stance, actually did receive assistance when voting at any

(d) Subsequent to the election or prinmary, the county board

of elections shall record or cause to be recorded the facts of

the declaration conpleted in the polling place as prescri bed by

subsection (a) onto the elector's reqgistration card incl udi ng

the reason the el ector requires assi stance.

Section 14. Section 1302.1 of the act, anmended February 13,
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1998 (P.L.72, No.18), is anended to read:

Section 1302.1. Date of Application for Absentee Ballot.--

(a) Applications for absentee ballots unless otherw se
specified shall be received in the office of the county board of
el ections not earlier than fifty (50) days before the primary or
el ection and not later than five o' clock P.M of the first
Tuesday prior to the day of any primary or election: Provided,
however, That in the event any el ector otherw se qualified who
is so physically disabled or ill on or before the first Tuesday

prior to any primary or election that [he] the elector is unable

to file [his] an application or who beconmes physically disabled
or ill after the first Tuesday prior to any prinmary or election

and is unable to appear at [his] the elector's polling place or

any el ector otherw se qualified who because of the conduct of

[his] the elector's business, duties or occupation wll

necessarily be absent fromthe nmunicipality of [his] the
elector's residence on the day of the primary or el ection, which
fact was not and could not reasonably be known to said el ector
on or before the first Tuesday prior to any prinmary or el ection,
shall be entitled to an absentee ballot at any time prior to

[five o' clock P.M on the first Friday] the close of business on

the first Monday i mmedi ately preceding any primary or election

upon execution of an Emergency Application in such form
prescri bed by the Secretary of the Commonweal t h.

(b) In the case of an elector who is physically disabled or
ill on or before the first Tuesday prior to a primary or
el ection or becones physically disabled or ill after the first
Tuesday prior to a primary or election, such Energency

Application shall contain a supporting affidavit from[his] the
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disability or illness said elector was unable to apply for an
absentee ballot on or before the first Tuesday prior to the
primary or election or becane physically disabled or ill after
t hat peri od.

(c) In the case of an elector who is necessarily absent
because of the conduct of his business, duties or occupation
under the unforeseen circunstances specified in this subsection,
such Energency Application shall contain a supporting affidavit
fromsuch elector stating that because of the conduct of [his]

the el ector's business, duties or occupation said elector wll

necessarily be absent fromthe nmunicipality of [his] the
fact was not and could not reasonably be known to said el ector
on or before the first Tuesday prior to the primary or el ection.

Section 15. Section 1302(c) and (e) of the act, anended
Decenber 11, 1968 (P.L.1183, No.375), are anended to read:

Section 1302.2. Approval of Application for Absentee
Bal |l ot . - -

* x *

(c) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
application of a qualified elector required to be registered
under the provisions of preceding section 1301, shall determ ne
the qualifications of such applicant by conparing the
information set forth on such application with the informtion
contained on the applicant's permanent registration card. If the
board is satisfied that the applicant is qualified to receive an
of ficial absentee ballot, the application shall be narked
"approved." Such approval decision shall be final and bi nding,
except that chall enges may be made only on the ground that the

applicant did not possess the qualifications of an absentee
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el ector. Such chall enges nust be made to the county board of

elections within twenty-four hours of the deadline for filing

said applications prior to [5:00 o'clock P. M on the first

Friday prior to] the election. Wen so approved, the
regi stration comm ssion shall cause an absentee [voter's]
district register on top of and along with the permanent
regi stration card. The absentee [voter's] elector's tenporary
registration card shall be in the color and form prescribed in
subsection (e) of this section:

Provi ded, however, That the duties of the county boards of
el ections and the registration comm ssions with respect to the
insertion of the absentee [voter's] elector's tenporary
regi stration card of any elector fromthe district register as
set forth in section 1302.2 shall include only such applications
and energency applications as are received on or before the
first Tuesday prior to the primary or election. In all cases
where applications are received after the first Tuesday prior to

the primary or election and before [five o' clock P. M on the

first Friday] the close of business on the first Monday

i medi ately prior to the primary or election, the county board

of elections shall determne the qualifications of such
applicant by conparing the information set forth on such
application with the informati on contained on the applicant's
[duplicate] registration card on file in the General Register
(also referred to as the Master File) in the office of the
Regi strati on Conm ssion and shall cause the nane and resi dence
(and at prinmaries, the party enrollnent) to be inserted in the
Mlitary, Veterans and Energency Civilian Absentee Voters File

as provided in section 1302.3, subsection (b). In addition, the
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| ocal district boards of elections shall, upon canvassing the

of ficial absentee ballots under section 1308, exam ne the voting
check list of the election district of said elector's residence
and satisfy itself that such elector did not cast any ball ot

ot her than the one properly issued to [hin] the el ector under

[his] the elector's absentee ballot application. In all cases

where the exanination of the |local district board of el ections
di scl oses that an elector did vote a ballot other than the one

properly issued to [hin] the elector under the absentee ball ot

application, the local district board of elections shall
t her eupon cancel said absentee ballot and said elector shall be

subject to the penalties as hereinafter set forth.

* * %

(e) The absentee [voter's] elector's tenporary registration

card shall be in duplicate and the sanme size as the permanent
registration card, in a different and contrasting color to the
per manent registration card and shall contain the absentee

[voter's] elector's nane and address and shall conspi cuously

contain the words "Absentee [Voter] Elector.” Such card shal

al so contain the affidavit required by subsection (b) of section

1306[.]: Provided, however, That counties utilizing digitized

signature lists as district reqgisters shall utilize such |lists

or conputer-generated forns as tenporary reqgistrati on cards.

Such lists or printouts shall contain the sane infornmati on and

affidavit as required by this section.

Section 16. Section 1306.1 of the act, added August 13, 1963
(P.L.707, No.379), is anended to read:

Section 1306.1. Assistance in Voting by Certain Absentee
El ectors. --

Any elector qualified to vote an official absentee ballot in
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accordance with the provisions of section 1301, subsection (Kk),
may receive assistance in voting (1) if there is recorded on

[his] the elector's registration card [his] a declaration that

[he] the elector has a physical disability which renders [hinj

the el ector unable to see or mark the official absentee ball ot,

t he exact nature of such disability being recorded on such
registration card; (2) if such elector requiring assistance

submts with [his] the elector's application for an official

absentee ballot, a [statenent] declaration setting forth the

preci se nature of the disability which renders [him the el ector

unable to see or mark the official absentee ballot and that to

the best of [his] the elector's know edge and belief [he] the

elector will still suffer fromthe said physical disability at

the tinme of voting [his] the elector's official absentee ballot.

[He] The elector shall acknow edge the sanme before an officer

gqualified to take acknowl edgenment of deeds. Such statenent shal
be in substantially the follow ng form
St at enent of Absentee El ector Requiring Assistance
L , hereby state
(Nanme of voter requiring assistance)
that | require assistance in marking the official absentee
ballot for the primary or election held .................. ,
(Dat e)
19..., that will be issued to nme for the follow ng reason:

(Insert nature of disability)

(Date of signature or nark)
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Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a:

ss
County of ..................:

Onthis.......... day of.......... , 19...., before ne,
.................... , the undersigned officer personally
appeared. ............ ... . .. ... , known to ne (or satisfactorily

proven) to be the person whose signature or nmark appears on the
wi thin instrunent and acknow edged the sanme for the purposes
t herei n cont ai ned.

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set ny hand and offici al
seal

(Title of Oficer)

Upon recei pt of the official absentee ballot, such el ector
requiring assistance may select [an adult] a person to assi st
himin voting, such assistance to be rendered in secret[.]:

Provi ded, however, That the person renderi ng assi stance may not

be the elector's enployer or an agent of the enpl oyer or an

of ficer or agent of the elector's union. The [adult] person

rendering the assistance in voting [should be required to fill

out,] shall conplete, date and sign the declaration in such form

approved by the Secretary of the Commobnweal th, or substantially

in the formas set forth below, [as he] that the person has

caused the elector's ballot to be marked in accordance with such
elector's desires and instruction. Such declaration form shal
be returned to the county board of elections in the mailing
envel ope addressed to the county board of elections wthin which
the small "official absentee ballot” is returned.

Decl arati on of Person Rendering Assistance

e , [an adult person]

19990H1687B2074 - 25 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(Nanme of Person rendering assistance)
hereby declare that | have witnessed the aforesaid elector's
signature or mark and that | have caused the aforesaid
elector's ballot to be marked in accordance with the desires

and instructions of the aforesaid el ector.

( Addr ess)

Section 17. Section 1635(a) of the act, added Cctober 4,
1978 (P.L.893, No.171), is anended to read:

Section 1635. |ndependent Audit.--

(a) Every [two (2)] four (4) years, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall contract for the services of a certified
public accountant or certified public accounting firm Such
contract shall be awarded on a bid basis and no certified public
accountant or certified public accounting firmshall be eligible
to obtain such a contract for two (2) successive contract
peri ods.

* x *

Section 18. Sections 1830 and 1831 of the act are anmended to
read:

Section 1830. Unlawful Assistance in Voting.--Any el ector at

any primary or election who shall allow [his] the elector's

ball ot or the face of the voting machi ne voted by [hin] the
el ector to be seen by any person with the apparent intention of

letting it be known how [he] the elector is about to vote; or in

districts in which ballots are used, shall cast or attenpt to
cast any other than the official ballot which has been given to

[him the elector by the proper election officer; or who,
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wi t hout having nade the declaration [under oath or affirmation]
required by section 1218 of this act, or when the disability

which [he] the elector declared [before any registration

conmmi ssion] no |longer exists, shall permt another to acconpany

[him the elector into the voting conpartnment or voting machine

booth, or to mark [his] the elector's ballot or prepare the

voting machine for voting by [hin] the elector; or who shal

mark [his] the ballot or prepare the voting nmachine for voting
whil e another is unlawfully present in the voting nachine

conpartnment or voting machine booth with [him the elector; or

who shall state falsely to any el ection officer that because of

illiteracy [he] the elector is unable to read the nanmes on the

ball ot or ballot |abels or that by reason of physical disability

[he] the elector cannot see or mark the ballot or enter the

voting conpartnment w thout assistance or that [he] the el ector

cannot see or operate the voting machine or enter the voting
machi ne booth wi thout assistance; or who shall state, as [his]
the reason for requiring assistance, a disability from which

[he] the elector does not suffer; or any person who shall go

into the voting conpartnment or voting machi ne booth w th anot her
while voting or be present therein while another is voting, or
mark the ballot of another or prepare the voting machine for
voting with another, except in strict accordance with the

provi sions of this act; or any person who shall interfere with
any el ector when inside the encl osed space or when marking [ his]

the elector's ballot, or preparing the voting machine for

voting, or who shall endeavor to induce any el ector before

depositing [his] the elector's ballot to show how [he] the
el ector marks or has marked [his] the ballot; or any person

gi ving assi stance who shall attenpt to influence the vote of the
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is assisting, or who shall disclose to anyone the contents of

any ball ot which has been marked or any voting nachi ne which has

been prepared for voting with [his] the person's assistance,
except when required to do so in any |legal proceeding, shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding one thousand ($1, 000)
dollars, or to undergo an inprisonnent of not nore than one (1)
year, or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1831. Election Oficers Permtting Unlawful
Assi stance.--Any election officer who shall permt [a voter] an
or voting machi ne booth when the registration card of such
person contains no declaration that such person requires
assi stance, or [when such person has not made, under oath or

affirmation, the statenment] without a signed and w tnessed

declaration as required by section 1218 of this act, or when

such el ection officer knows that the disability which the

el ector decl ared before any registration conm ssion no |onger
exi sts, or who shall permt any person to acconpany an el ector
into the voting conpartnment or voting machi ne booth, except as
provi ded by this act, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not
exceedi ng one thousand ($1,000) dollars, or to undergo an

i mpri sonment of not nore than one (1) year, or both, in the

di scretion of the court.

Section 19. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

E25L25BI L/ 19990H1687B2074 - 28 -



