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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1552 %3

| NTRODUCED BY CAPPABI ANCA, BUNT, LAUGHLI N, HALUSKA, HARHAI
SOLOBAY, GRUCELA, STEELMAN, YOUNGBLOOD, WOJNARCSKI, HERSHEY
HORSEY, TRELLO, SERAFIN, WLT, SAI NATO, J. TAYLOR, SEYFERT,
McCALL, BASTI AN, Tl GUE, CASCORI O AND JAMES, MNAY 24, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
MAY 24, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 14, 1988 (P.L.1198, No. 148),
entitled "An act creating a departnental adm nistrative

conmm ssi on known as the Aninal Health and Di agnostic

Commi ssion; and establishing a fund,” further providing for

pur pose; providing for definitions; further providing for the

Ani mal Heal th and Di agnosti c Conmm ssion; and maki ng editorial

changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Decenber 14, 1988
(P.L.1198, No.148), known as the Animal Health and D agnostic
Act, is anmended to read:

Section 2. Legislative findings and intent.

Vet erinary diagnostic support is the |linchpin of any network
of veterinary epidemc intelligence vital to the naintenance and
wel | -being of a nodern ani mal industry. Many di seases have
potentially serious consequences for animal and human heal t h.

Much of the research work which is done on ani nal di seases has a

correlating effect on human di sease research. The Cenera



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Assenbly has determined there is a need to facilitate an

i nt egrated approach to the diagnosis and investigation of

di sease in farmanimls. The avian flu virus brought to the
CGeneral Assenbly's attention that there is not a |aboratory in
Pennsyl vani a which can deal with this type of virus, and

Pennsyl vani a poultrynen had to send all sanples to Anes, |owa.
The CGeneral Assenbly also finds that it is inportant that there
be di agnostic capabilities in Pennsylvania since this State is
one of the top poultry, dairy and ani mal - produci ng states in the
country. There is no doubt that the research | aboratories at The
Pennsyl vania State University and the University of Pennsylvani a
teaching facilities are of utnost inportance since they
correlate to the nedical facilities at both of these
universities. To facilitate this program it is inportant that
each di agnostic | aboratory be |inked together via the Extension
Conmputer Network to facilitate an integrated approach to the

di agnosi s and investigation of disease in farmanimals. It is

al so the intent of the General Assenbly to provide resources and
a cadre of specialists to allow planned interventions in disease
out breaks rather than crisis interventions. A predictable
funding basis is the only manner in which to achi eve these
necessary |l aboratory research and diagnostic capabilities. It is

the intent of the General Assenbly to establish a professional

expert body whi ch advi ses the Governor and the General Assenbly

in a scientific, nonparti san mannner regardi ng the devel opnent

and i npl enentati on of animal health policies and prograns

t hr oughout thi s Conmbnweal t h.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 2.1 Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
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1 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

2 context clearly indicates otherw se:

3 "Conmi ssion."” The Aninmal Health and Di agnostic Conmi sSion

4 established in section 3.

5 "Departnent."” The Departnent of Agriculture of the

6 Commonweal t h.

7 "Secretary." The Secretary of Agriculture of the

8 Commonweal t h.

9 Section 3. Sections 3, 5 and 6 of the act are amended to

10 read:

11 Section 3. Creation of comm ssion; nenbers.

12 (a) Creation.--There is hereby created in the [Departnent of
13 Agriculture] departnent a departnental adm nistrative comr ssion
14 which shall be known as the Aninmal Health and D agnostic

15 Conmi ssi on.

16 (b) Menbership.--

17 (1) The conm ssion shall consist of the follow ng [15]
18 19 nenbers:

19 (i) The [Secretary of Agriculture of the
20 Commonweal t h] secretary.
21 (1i) The Secretary of Health of the Commobnweal t h.
22 (ii1) The chairmen and mnority chairnmen of the
23 Agriculture Committees of both the House of
24 Representati ves and the Senat e.
25 (iv) Three accredited veterinarians appointed by the
26 Governor with the advice and consent of a mpjority of the
27 menbers el ected to the Senate.
28 (v) [Six] Four active farmers appointed by the
29 Governor with the advice and consent of a mpjority of the
30 menbers el ected to the Senate. In appointing farmer

19990H1552B1869 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

menbers, the Governor shall consider nom nees suggested
by [ Statew de farm organi zations, the poultry industry
and equi ne and livestock breedi ng organi zati ons]

representative of the agriculture interest groups of this

Commpnweal t h.

(vi) One expert in aninmal nutrition appoi nted by the

Governor with the advice and consent of a mpjority of the

menbers el ected to the Senate. | n appoi nti ng nenbers

under this subparagraph, the Governor shall consi der

nom nees suggested by representatives of aqgriculture

interests in this Commonweal t h.

(vii) One expert in aninmal genetics appoi nted by the

Governor with the advice and consent of a mpjority of the

menbers el ected to the Senate. | n appoi nti ng nenbers

under this subparagraph, the Governor shall consi der

nom nees suggested by representatives of aqgriculture

interests in this Commonweal t h.

(viii) Four active farners, one each appoi nted by

(A) President Pro Tenpore of the Senate;

(B) WMujority Leader of the Senate;

(C) Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(D) Mnority Leader of the House of

Repr esent ati ves.

(2) The [Secretary of Agriculture] secretary shall serve
as the chairman of the conm ssion. At the last regul ar
neeting of the comm ssion in the cal endar year, the nenbers
of the comm ssion shall elect a vice chairman from anong the
menbers of the comm ssion. The menber el ected vice chairnman

shall serve in that capacity for the ensuing year.
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(3) Each nmenber of the commission in the categories of
by hi s designee.

(4) Five of the nine nenbers appointed by the Governor
shall be appointed to an initial termof two years. Al other
menber s appoi nted by the Governor shall serve for terns of
four years. A nmenber appointed by the Governor shall hold
office until his successor has been duly appointed and
qual i fied according to | aw but no | onger than six nonths
beyond the period to which the nenber was appoi nted. Any
menber s appoi nted by the Governor to fill a vacancy occurring
ot herwi se than by expiration of a termshall be appointed in
the sane way and with the sane qualifications as set forth in
par agraph (1) and shall hold office for the renmai nder of the
unexpired term

(5) Each nmenber of the comm ssion shall be eligible for
reappoi ntnent, and any nmenber appointed to the comm ssion by
t he Governor may be renoved by the Governor for neglect of
duty or mal feasance in office.

(6) Menbers appointed to the comm ssion by the Governor
shall receive $100 per day for each day actually engaged in
t he busi ness of the comm ssion as conpensation for serving as
menbers and shall devote such tine and effort to the
prosecution of the comm ssion's business as i s necessary to
fulfill the comm ssion's obligations under |aw. Such nenbers
shall also be entitled to rei mbursenent in accordance wth
Commonweal th regul ati ons for reasonable traveling, |odging
and ot her necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of
their duties.

(7) Al nenbers shall be enployed or engaged in business
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1 in this Coomonwealth or, if retired, shall be residents of

2 t hi s Commonweal t h.

3 (8 A nmjority of the nenbers of the conm ssion shal

4 constitute a quorum All decisions shall require the

5 concurrence of a majority of the nmenbers of the comm ssion.

6 The conmm ssion shall keep a full and accurate record of al

7 proceedi ngs and of all resolutions, regulations and orders

8 i ssued or adopt ed.

9 (c) Executive secretary.--The conm ssion shall enploy an
10 executive secretary, independent of the departnent, who shall be
11 responsible for the daily operation and adm nistrative functions
12 of the conm ssion.

13 Section 5. Powers and duties of conmm ssion.

14 The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:
15 (1) To adopt, issue, anmend and rescind suitable rules
16 and regulations to carry out the provisions and purposes of
17 this act.

18 (2) To hear and determne all grants all owabl e under
19 this act.

20 (3) To receive funds from Federal, State and private
21 sources, to deposit the funds in an interest-bearing

22 restricted revenue account pursuant to section 4 and to

23 aut hori ze expenditures fromthis fund for the purposes of
24 carrying out the provisions of this act.

25 (4) To coordinate aninmal health, animal research and
26 ani mal diagnostic progranms in this Comonweal t h, including,
27 but not limted to, those prograns conducted at The

28 Pennsyl vania State University, the [Departnent of

29 Agricul ture] departnent and the University of Pennsyl vani a:
30 Provi ded, That this coordination shall not affect the
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[ Departnent of Agriculture] departnent in discharging its
statutory and regul atory authority concerning the prevention,
control or eradication of dangerous transm ssible diseases of
animal s or birds.

(5) To make grants for, and acquire data regarding,
ani mal health research, including, but not limted to:

(i) the determ nation of long-termanimal health
trends within the aninmal health industry, with enphasis
upon those areas deened nost critical to the ani nal
agriculture producers, the nutrition and health of the
consuners and the quality of life in rural comrunities;

(ii) the prioritization of aninmal health research
proj ects;

(ti1) the maxim zation of receipt of grant funds
from Federal agencies for animal health research;

(iv) the maxim zation of receipt of funds from
private sources interested in aninmal health research

(v) the distribution of funds for aninmal health
research projects to those institutions or agencies
wi t hin the Commonweal th whi ch conduct contracted
di agnostic work in animal health;

(vi) the evaluation of factors involved in aninal
heal th problens to determ ne which are biologic in origin
and which are caused by inproper livestock nanagenent;

(vii) the conmputerized conpilation, maintenance,

i ndexi ng and di ssem nation of aninal health research
projects and results, where available, especially in

t hose cases where research was funded wholly or partially
by the Conmonweal t h;

(viii) the determ nation of the need for capital
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1 funding for research facilities and equi pnent;

2 (ix) the conduct of annual surveys of the veterinary
3 medi cal profession, the food processing industries and

4 busi nesses related to |ivestock agriculture to isolate

5 trends or circunstances which nay threaten ani mal or

6 human heal t h; and

7 (x) the exchange of bionedical research and

8 informati on between human health and ani mal heal th

9 sources, including the isolation of aninml disease

10 nodel s.

11 (6) To make grants for, and acquire data regarding,

12 ani mal di sease diagnosis, including, but not limted to:

13 (1) the devel opnent of a coordinated reporting and
14 nmonitoring systemfor animl disease diagnosis;

15 (ii) the devel opnent of toxicological capabilities,
16 especially those related to a drug detection program for
17 horse racing and to a determ nation of aninmal health

18 probl enms because of the close proximty of aninal

19 agriculture to mning and to oil and gas drilling;
20 (1i1) the expansion of diagnostic virol ogy
21 capabilities, especially those related to virus isolation
22 procedures; and
23 (iv) the determ nation of the need for capital
24 funding for animal di sease diagnostic facilities and
25 equi pnment .
26 (7) To make recommendations to the General Assenbly and
27 to the [Departnment of Agriculture] departnent regarding
28 ani mal health research, aninal di sease diagnosis and
29 i ndemmi fication for | osses caused by ani nal di sease.
30 (8) To advise the Governor, the departnent and the
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Ceneral Assenbly reqgardi ng the devel opnent, inpl ementati on

and efficacy of aninmal health policies and programs within

this Conmonweal t h.

(9) To nmke an annual report to the General Assenbly on

the adm ni stration of this act.

(10) To nmmke, by February 1, an annual budget request to

the Governor and to the General Assenbly.

Section 6. Assistance by [Departnent of Agriculture]

The [ Departnment of Agriculture] departnent shall assist the
commi ssi on by providing office space and such personnel and
ot her adm ni strative support as needed for the execution of the
commi ssion's function under this act.

Section 4. This act shall apply as follows:

(1) The addition of section 3(b)(1)(vi) of the act shal
apply to the first vacancy reappoi ntnent submtted by the
Governor under section 3(b)(1)(v) of the act which occurs
after the effective date of this act.

(2) The addition of section 3(b)(1)(vii) of the act
shall apply to the second vacancy reappoi ntnent submtted by
t he Governor under section 3(b)(1)(v) of the act which occurs
after the effective date of this act.

(3) For purposes of this section, it is not significant
whet her the reappointnment is made because of expiration of

termor otherw se.

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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