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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1491 =5e”

| NTRODUCED BY Mcl LHI NNEY, ARGALL, BAKER, BARRAR, BASTI AN,

BATTI STO, CAPPABI ANCA, CAWLEY, CLARK, CLYMER, M COHEN
DRUCE, FLICK, FREEMAN, CEORGE, GORDNER, HARHAI, HENNESSEY,
HERVAN, HERSHEY, HESS, JAMES, LAUGHLI N, MANDERI NO, MARKOSEK,
MARSI CO, MASLAND, Mcl LHATTAN, PHILLIPS, PIPPY, SAYLOR,
SEMVEL, SEYFERT, STABACK, STERN, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR

TI GUE, TRAVAG.I O, TRELLO, WLT, YOUNGBLOCOD, SCHRODER AND
VAN HORNE, MAY 11, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, MAY 11, 1999

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L.359, No.50), entitled "An

act providing for the establishment, operation and

adm ni stration of the Keystone Recreation, Park and
Conservation Fund; designating a portion of the State Realty
transfer tax revenues as a funding source for the fund;
authorizing the incurring of indebtedness, with the approval
of the electorate, to provide funding for the acquisition of,
i nprovenents to and the rehabilitation of parks, recreational
facilities, educational facilities, historic sites, zoos and
public libraries; inposing additional powers and duties on

t he Departnent of Environnental Resources, the Departnent of
Community Affairs, the Departnent of Education, the

Pennsyl vani a Hi storical and Museum Conm ssion, the State
System of Hi gher Education, the Pennsylvania Gane Comn ssi on
and the Pennsyl vania Fi sh and Boat Commr ssion; requiring a
transfer fromthe Realty Transfer Tax Account in the General
Fund; and meki ng an appropriation,” providing for an

addi tional referendumto provide further bonds funds;

del eting the expiration of certain restrictions on issuing
bonds; providing for the allocation of additional bond
proceeds; and making editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L. 359,



1 No.50), known as the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservati on
2 Fund Act, is anmended to read:
3 AN ACT

4 Providing for the establishnent, operation and adm nistration of

5 t he Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund;

6 designating a portion of the State Realty transfer tax

7 revenues as a funding source for the fund; authorizing the

8 i ncurring of indebtedness, with the approval of the

9 el ectorate, to provide funding for the acquisition of,

10 i nprovenents to and the rehabilitation of parks, recreational
11 facilities, educational facilities, historic sites, zoos and
12 public libraries; inposing additional powers and duties on
13 t he Departnent of [Environnental Resources] Conservation and
14 Nat ural Resources, the Departnment of [Comrunity Affairs]

15 Community and Econom c Devel opnent, the Departnent of

16 Educati on, the Pennsylvania H storical and Museum Conmm ssi on,
17 the State System of Hi gher Education, the Pennsylvania Gane
18 Commi ssi on and the Pennsyl vania Fi sh and Boat Conmm ssi on;

19 requiring a transfer fromthe Realty Transfer Tax Account in
20 t he General Fund; and maki ng an appropriation.

21 Section 2. The definition of "agency" in section 3 of the

22 act is anended to read:

23 Section 3. Definitions.

24 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
25 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the
26 context clearly indicates otherw se:

27 * x *

28 "Agency." The Departnent of [Environmental Resources]

29 Conservation and Natural Resources, the Departnment of [Comrunity

30 Affairs] Community and Econom c Devel opnent, the Departnent of
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Educati on, the Pennsylvania H storical and Museum Conm ssi on,
the State System of Hi gher Education, the Pennsyl vania Fish and
Boat Conmm ssion and the Pennsyl vania Ganme Conmi ssion of the
Commonweal t h.

* x *

Section 3. Section 4(b) of the act is anended to read:
Section 4. Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund.

* x *

(b) Source of funds.--All proceeds fromthe sale of bonds or

not es as approved under section 5, section 5.1 and the nonthly

transfer of a portion of the State Realty Transfer Tax shal
provi de the necessary noneys for the fund.

* * %

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 5.1. Additional referendum

(a) CQuestion.--The question of incurring additional

i ndebt edness of $50, 000, 000 for the purposes of pl anning,

acqui sition, devel opnent, rehabilitati on and i nprovenent of

parks and recreational facilities, natural areas, historic

sites, zoos and libraries shall be submtted to the el ectors at

the next prinmary, nunicipal or general election foll ow ng

enactnent of this section.

(b)Y Certification.--The Secretary of the Conmpbnweal th shal

certify the formof the questi on under subsection (c) to the

county boards of el ections.

(c) Form of question.--The question shall be in

substantially the following form

Do you favor the incurring of additional indebtedness by

t he Commonweal th of $50, 000, 000 to provide for the

fundi ng of nature preserves and wildlife habitats and for
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i nprovenents to and expansi on of State parks, conmmunity

parks and recreation facilities, historic sites, zoos and

public libraries?

(d) Election.--The election shall be conducted at the next

occurring general or nunicipal election followi ng the effective

date of this section, in accordance with the act of June 3, 1937

(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code,

except that the tine limts for adverti senent of notice of the

el ection may be wai ved as to the questi on.

(e) Proceeds.--Proceeds of borrowi ng shall be deposited in

t he Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservati on Fund and shall be

used to i npl enent the provisions of this act.

Section 5. Section 6(a)(1) and (f) of the act are anended to
read:
Section 6. Commonweal th i ndebtedness.
(a) Borrow ng authorized.--
(1) Subject to the approval of the electorate of the

referendum set forth in section 5 and section 5.1 and under

the provisions of section 7(a)(3) of Article VIIIl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania, the issuing officials are

aut hori zed and directed to borrow over a three-year period,
on the credit of the Commonweal th, noney not exceeding in the

aggregate the sum of [$50, 000, 000] $100, 000, 000, not

i ncl udi ng noney borrowed to refund outstandi ng bonds, notes
or replacenent notes, as nmay be found necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this act.
* %
(f) Expiration.--Authorization to issue bonds and notes, not
i ncl udi ng refundi ng bonds and repl acenent notes, for the

pur poses of this act shall [expire five years fromthe effective
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date of this section] not expire.
Section 6. Section 8(b) and (c) of the act are anmended and
the section is amended by addi ng a subsection to read:
Section 8. Duties, responsibilities and limtations on
agenci es.

* * %

(b) Departnent of [Environnental Resources] Conservation and

Nat ur al Resour ces. - -

(1) The Departnent of [Environnmental Resources]

Conservation and Natural Resources shall utilize bond

revenues for the follow ng purposes:

(1) Rehabilitating, repairing and devel oping State
park and forest facilities deemed by the departnent to be
critical for visitor safety, environnental protection or
essential for facility operation. Not |ess than 70% of
t he bond revenues will be used for these purposes.

(i) Acquiring recreation areas and natural areas
whi ch in the opinion of the departnment face i mm nent | oss
or danage. Up to 30% of the bond revenues may be used for
t hi s purpose.

(2) The department shall expend Realty Transfer Tax
revenues appropriated fromthe Keystone Fund for the
fol | ow ng purposes:

(i) Rehabilitating and upgrading State park and
forest facilities.

(ii) Inplementing the act of Decenber 18, 1990
(P.L.748, No.188), known as the Rails to Trails Act. Up
to 10% of the noneys can be provided as 50/ 50 matchi ng
grants to nunicipalities and appropriate organi zations

for planning, acquisition and devel opnent of rails to
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trails.
(i) Making 50/50 matching grants to municipalities
and appropriate organi zations for the purpose of rivers

protection and conservation. Up to 10% of the nobneys can

(iv) Acquiring lands inportant to maintaining the
integrity of existing State parks and forests.

(c) Departnent of Community [Affairs] and Econonic

1
2
3
4
5 be used for this purpose.
6
7
8
9

Devel opnent . - -

10 (1) The Departnment of Community [Affairs] and Economic

11 Devel opnent shall provide grants of bond revenues and realty
12 transfer tax revenues to nmunicipalities for the foll ow ng

13 pur poses:

14 (i) To fund up to 50% of the eligible project costs
15 for rehabilitation and devel opnent of outdoor and indoor
16 recreation and park facilities and areas.

17 (ii) To pay up to 50% of the eligible project costs
18 for acquisition of recreation and park | ands, greenways

19 and natural areas.

20 (ii1) To pay up to 100% of the eligible project

21 costs for planning projects and special technical

22 assistance initiatives deenmed appropriate by the

23 depart nment.

24 (iv) To provide municipalities with a popul ati on of
25 5,000 or less with up to 100% funding for eligible

26 mat eri al costs and professional fees. Gants are limted
27 to a maxi mum of $20,000 for rehabilitation and

28 devel opnment of basic outdoor recreation and park

29 facilities and renovati on of mnor indoor recreation

30 facilities.
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12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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22
23
24
25
26
27
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29

(2) The Departnment of Community [Affairs] and Economic

Devel opnent shall provide grants of bond revenues and realty

transfer tax revenues to land trusts to pay up to 50% of
eligible project costs for natural areas and open space

pl anni ng and acqui sition. Any |land acquired under this

par agr aph shall be open to those public uses that are
consistent with the purposes for which the | and was acquired.
Tenporary limtation of public access for the purpose of
protecting or restoring the natural resources of an area
shall not be considered a violation of this paragraph. The

Department of Community [Affairs] and Econoni c Devel opnent,

in consultation with the Departnent of [Environnental

Resources] Conservation and Natural Resources, shall adopt

project selection criteria that give priority to acquisitions
of critical habitat for rare, threatened or endangered pl ant
or animal species or conmmunities which are at risk of
destruction or substantial degradation.

(3) The Departnent of Community [Affairs] and Economic

Devel opnent shall provide grants of bond revenues and realty

transfer tax revenues to nunicipalities and appropriate
organi zations to pay up to 50% of the eligible project costs
for rehabilitation and devel opnent of zoos.

* * %

(k) Additional bond funds.--The proceeds of any bonds issued

under section 5.1 shall be utilized in the nmanner provided in

this section.

Section 7. Sections 9 and 12 of the act are anended to read:

Section 9. Annual reports.

Begi nni ng on January 31, 1995, and annually thereafter, the

30 Departnent of [Environnmental Resources] Conservation and Natural
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Resources, the Departnment of Community [Affairs] and Economic

Devel opnent, the Departnent of Education, the Pennsyl vani a

Hi storical and Museum Conmi ssion, the State System of Hi gher

Educati on, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Conm ssion and the

1

2

3

4

5 Pennsylvania Gane Conm ssion shall submt to the Governor and
6 the General Assenbly an annual report of projects and services

7 provided by funding fromthis act.

8 Section 12. Allocation fromfund.

9 (a) Allocation of bond revenues.--1n the event that bonds

10 are sold under the provisions of this act, the bond proceeds are

11 to be allocated as foll ows:

12 [(1) Departnment of Environnental

13 RESOUNCS. . ittt $17, 000, 000
14 (2) Departnent of Comunity Affairs:]

15 (1) Departnent of Conservation and Natural

16 RESOUN CeS. & vttt e et e e e e e e e e . $17, 000, 000
17 (2) Departnent of Community and Econonic

18 Devel opnent :

19 (i) For grant programs................ 13, 000, 000
20 (i) For land trusts.................. 3, 000, 000
21 (Ti1) For zoOoS.......... ... 3, 500, 000
22 (3) Departnent of Education............... 2,500, 000
23 (4) Pennsylvania Hi storical and Museum

24 CoMmMi SSI ON. . .o 8, 000, 000
25 (5) Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Comm ssi on. 1, 500, 000
26 (6) Pennsylvania Gane Commission.......... 1, 500, 000
27 (a.1) Allocation of additional bond revenues.--1n the event

28 that bonds are authori zed under section 5.1 and sold under the

29 provisions of this act, the additi onal bond proceeds are to be

30 allocated as provided in subsection (a).
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1 (b) Allocation of realty transfer tax revenues.--Realty
2 transfer tax revenues transferred to the fund shall be allocated
3 as follows:
4 [(1) Departnment of Environnental
5 Resources. . ........ . . 30%
6 (2) Departnent of Comunity Affairs:]
7 (1) Departnent of Conservation and Natural
8 RESOUI CBS. . . ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e e e 30%
9 (2) Departnent of Community and Econonic
10 Devel opnent :
11 (i) For general purposes.............. 25%
12 (i) For land trusts.................. 10%
13 (3) Departnent of Education............... 4%
14 (4) Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
15 CoMmMi SSI ON. . .o 13%
16 (5) State System of Hi gher Education...... 18%
17 Section 8. This act shall take effect imediately.
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