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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1319 %5

| NTRODUCED BY HERMAN, STAI RS, SCHULER, STEELMAN, BARD, BUNT,
CORNELL, LAUGHLIN, MELIO S. M LLER READSHAW SCRI MENTI
STURLA AND THOVAS, APRIL 15, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 15, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for gifted and tal ented
education professional requirenents; and further providing
for special tenporary or permanent certificates.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
The General Assenbly recognizes that one of this
Commonweal th's greatest assets is the minds of its students. The
CGeneral Assenbly believes that all students deserve the highest
quality instruction possible and that this instruction will only
occur when teachers are aware of and able to respond to the
uni que qualities and characteristics of the students they
instruct. In an effort to ensure that gifted and tal ented
students are provided the educational resources necessary to
nmeet their unique needs it is the intent of the General Assenbly
to have educators learned in the nost effective techniques to

chal l enge and inspire the intellect and creativity of gifted and

tal ent ed students.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1205.2. G fted and Tal ented Educati on Prof essi onal

Requi renents.--1n addition to any other requirenent of this act,

a conti nui ng professi onal devel opnent pl an establi shed under

section 1205.1 shall include educati on activities, |earning

experi ences, professional educati on courses or colleqi ate study

addressing gi fted and tal ented educati on.

Section 2. Section 1207 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1207. Special Tenporary or Permanent Certificates.--

[ The Superintendent of Public Instruction] (a) The Secretary of

Educati on shall provide for special exam nations, and for

tenporary or permanent certificates, for teachers of

ki ndergartens, gifted and tal ented, draw ng, vocal nusic, nmanual
trai ning, physical training and other special branches.

(b)Y The Departnent of Education shall devel op witten

standards for teacher preparati on program approval and teacher

certification for certification in gifted and tal ented

educati on. M ni num standards for certification in qgifted and

tal ent ed educati on shall i ncl ude:

(1) a post-baccal aureate programwith a m ni nrum of six (6)

credit hours in educati on and psychol ogy of the excepti onal

(2) twelve (12) credit hours in an el enentary subject

discipline or twenty-four (24) credit hours in a secondary

subj ect di sci pline;

(3) a practicumof directed teachi ng experience with qgifted
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and tal ented students; and

(4) a mninmumof three (3) years' teachi ng experience.

(c) A certification in gifted and tal ented educati on shal

be required of a professional who spends the mapjority of

teaching time with gifted and tal ented students in a public

school in this Conmmonweal th after June 30, 2000.

(d) The [Superintendent of Public Instruction] Secretary of

t eachi ng of such special subjects to graduates of approved
speci al schools of such subjects, under such conditions as he
may meke.

Section 3. The State Board of Education shall devel op
regul ations relative to the inplenmentati on and adm ni stration of
this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect imediately.
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