PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 1247, 1524 PRINTER S NO. 1763

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1099 *5e

| NTRODUCED BY SCHULER, BAKER, PISTELLA, FICHTER, STABACK
ARMSTRONG, GCEI ST, SEYFERT, SAYLOR, BARD, M COHEN, ROCSS,
ORI E, GODSHALL, MELIO TRELLO, CORRI GAN, ROEBUCK, RUBLEY,
SATHER, MJUNDY, HALUSKA, BARRAR, ZI MMERVAN, ROONEY, JOSEPHS
FRANKEL, TI GUE, ROBERTS, HERSHEY, TRUE, HARHART, FREENMAN
LYNCH, HERMAN, SHANER, SEMMVEL, LAUGHLIN, MANDERI NO, MYERS
E. Z. TAYLOR BI SHOP, YOUNGBLOOD, W LLI AMS, BELFANTI, STERN
MARSI CO, Cl VERA, BROWNE, STEELMAN, DAI LEY, HENNESSEY, HESS,
THOMAS, J. TAYLOR, R MLLER, FLICK, COLAFELLA, SNYDER
L. 1. COHEN, COSTA, SAMUELSON, TRI CH AND RAMOS,
MARCH 25, 1999

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 10, 1999
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AN ACT

" of | | ; | C ) .
DI RECTI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF AG NG AND THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC <—
WELFARE TO DEVELOP A STUDY AND TO SUBM T A PROPCSED COURSE OF
ACTI ON TO ADDRESS THE | SSUE OF WAI TI NG LI STS FOR PERSONS | N
NEED OF HOMVE AND COMMUNI TY- BASED LONG TERM CARE SERVI CES.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) There are approxinmately 10,500 persons in this
Commonweal th on the area agency on aging waiting list for

servi ces.

(2) Due to MANY ECONOM C FACTORS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT <—

LIMTED TGO, | ow unenpl oynent and | ow wages in hone care, nany
communities cannot find staff to serve clients.

(3) From 1990 to the year 2000, it is projected that the
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nunber of persons who are 65 years of age and ol der and who
recei ve home health services will increase by 13% and that
for persons who are 85 years of age and ol der, a 39% i ncrease
i's projected.
(4)y—The DBepartrent—of —Aging-must-—develop-a plan-for-the < —
(4) THE DEPARTMENT OF AG NG AND THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC <—
WELFARE SHALL DEVELOP A PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTI ON FOR THE
manner in which these persons can gain qui cker access to the
services they need in order to stay in their hones and the
community and, thereby, avoid the need for cost-intensive
nursing facility care.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Area Agency
on Aging Services Wiiting List Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:
"Council."™ The Intra-Governnmental Council on Long-Term Care,
as established in accordance with the act of June 13, 1967
(P.L.31, No.21), known as the Public Wl fare Code.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Aging AND THE DEPARTMENT OF <—
PUBLI C VELFARE of the Commonweal t h.
Section 3. Wiiting list study.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The Bepartrent—ef—Aging DEPARTMENT shal | <—
direct and oversee a study by the council to determ ne the
extent of the existence, Statewi de, of waiting lists for

services at the | ocal area agencies on agi ng. DATA SHALL BE <—
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1 COLLECTED AND PUBLI SHED | N A CONSI STENT MANNER FOR AREA AGENCI ES

2 ON AG NG

3 (b) Contents of study.--The study shall include, but not be
4 limted to:

5 (1) THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DEFI NI TION OF WAI TI NG LI ST,

6 I NCLUDI NG PRI ORI TY- NEED CATEGCRI ES.

7 5 (2) A review of each area agency on aging in order
8 to identify the types of services for which individuals are
9 wai ti ng.

10 2> (3) Statistical information on any current waiting
11 lists and projected increases in waiting lists at the |ocal
12 | evel .

13 3> (4) The average length of tinme that individuals

14 remain on the list prior to receiving services.

15 4> (5) A snapshot profile of the provider conmunity

16 that exists in order to support the service needs identified.
17 5 (6) Financial information on the anount of

18 addi tional Federal, State or other funds that may be required
19 annual ly for the operational costs associated with the

20 elimnation of waiting |ists.

21 6} (7) A valid random sanpl e survey of persons on

22 waiting lists to determ ne self-reported severity of need,
23 avai lability of informal caregivers, approximte incong,

24 PROGRAM ELI G BI LI TY BASED ON THAT | NCOMVE, HOUSI NG STATUS

25 approxi mate assets and willingness to participate in cost-
26 sharing approaches or nedi cal assistance estate recovery to
27 hel p defray the cost of services.

28 (c) Report to departnent.--The council shall report the

29 results of the study to the departnent no | ater than one year
30 fromthe effective date of this act.
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1 Section 4. Wiiting list plar PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTI ON. <—
2 (a) Devel opnent ef—plan—by—departwent. --The departnent shall <—
3 develop and submt to the Governor and the Aging and Youth

4 Commttee of the Senate and the Aging and Youth Committee of the

5 House of Representatives, within one year fromreceipt of the

6 study, a plan—te—eHmnrate PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTI ON DESI GNED TO <—
7 ADDRESS THE | SSUE OF current and future waiting lists for

8 persons in need of home and communi ty-based | ong-term care

9 services through | ocal area agencies on aging.

10 (b) Contents—of plan—TFhe plan CONTENTS. - - THE PROPOSED <
11 COURSE OF ACTION shall include, but not be limted to:

12 (1) Statistical information on the current and projected

13 increase in the waiting list, | NCLUDI NG DEMOGRAPHI C DATA FOR <—
14 I NDI VI DUALS ON THE WAI TI NG LI STS.

15 (2) Financial information on the amount of Federal,

16 State or other funds that may be required annually for the

17 operational costs associated with the eHmnatien—ofthe <—
18 waiting list for home and conmunity-based services.

19 (3) An analysis of the inpact and feasibility of
20 i ncorporating cost sharing into the funding of hone and
21 communi ty- based services through the area agenci es on agi ng.
22 (4) Information regarding the types of services for
23 whi ch individuals are waiting.
24 Seeti-ohr—-5—Publ-chearings—and—conrment— <—
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30 SECTION 5. PUBLI C I NPUT. <—
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I N THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTI ON REQUI RED
BY THI S ACT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT PUBLIC I NPUT IS
OBTAI NED FROM PERSONS I N NEED OF HOVE AND COVMUNI TY- BASED LONG
TERM CARE SERVI CES, THEI R FAM LI ES, GUARDI ANS AND PROVI DERS OF
HOVE AND COMMUNI TY- BASED LONG TERM CARE SERVI CES.

Section 6. Annual subm ssion of updated—plan PROPOSED COURSE OF <—
ACTI ON.

The departnent shall update the statistical and financi al
data to the plan—+equiredbythisaet—annvally—and-shall—submt <—
the—updated—plan PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION to the Governor and <—
the Aging and Youth Cormmittee of the Senate and the Aging and
Youth Conmittee of the House of Representatives on or before
Decenber 31 of each year
Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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