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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 952 5

| NTRODUCED BY M COZZI E, ADOLPH, WRI GHT, FI CHTER, GANNQON, MELI O
G Gl OrTl, SCHRCDER, DEMPSEY, Cl VERA, PESCI, SATHER, BARD,
L. I. CCHEN CORRI GAN, DRUCE, EGOLF, CEI ST, GODSHALL, HARHAI,
KENNEY, LEDERER, S. M LLER, RGSS, RUBLEY, SAI NATO SAYLCR
SCHULER, SEMVEL, S. H SMTH, E. Z. TAYLOR J. TAYLOR
THOVAS, TRUE, TULLI, W LLI AM5, WOGAN AND Z| MVERNAN,
MARCH 22, 1999

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, MARCH 22, 1999
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated

Statutes, further providing for required financial

responsi bility and increasing penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1786(d) and (f) of Title 75 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anended to read:
8§ 1786. Required financial responsibility.

* x *

(d) Suspension of registration and operating privilege.--The

Departnment of Transportation shall suspend the registration of a

vehicle for a period of three nonths for a first offense, four

nont hs for a second offense or five nonths for a third or

subsequent offense if it determines the required financial

responsi bility was not secured as required by this chapter and

shal | suspend the operating privilege of the owner or registrant



1 for a period of three nonths for a first offense, four nonths

2 for a second offense or five nonths for a third or subsequent

3 offense if the departnent determ nes that the owner or

4 registrant has operated or permtted the operation of the

5 vehicle without the required financial responsibility. The

6 operating privilege shall not be restored until the restoration
7 fee for operating privilege provided by section 1960 (relating
8 to reinstatenent of operating privilege or vehicle registration)
9 is paid. Wenever the departnment revokes or suspends the

10 registration of any vehicle under this chapter, the departnent
11 shall not restore the registration until the vehicle owner

12 furnishes proof of financial responsibility in the formof a

13 minimumof six nonths of pre-paid insurance and in any other [in
14 a] manner determ ned by the departnment and submts an

15 application for registration to the departnent, acconpani ed by
16 the fee for restoration of registration provided by section

17 1960. This subsection shall not apply in the foll ow ng

18 circunstances:

19 (1) The owner or registrant proves to the satisfaction
20 of the departnment that the lapse in financial responsibility
21 coverage was for a period of less than 31 days and that the
22 owner or registrant did not operate or permt the operation
23 of the vehicle during the period of |apse in financial
24 responsi bility.
25 (2) The owner or registrant is a nmenber of the arned
26 services of the United States, the owner or registrant has
27 previously had the financial responsibility required by this
28 chapter, financial responsibility had | apsed while the owner
29 or registrant was on tenporary, energency duty and the
30 vehi cl e was not operated during the period of |apse in
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financial responsibility. The exenption granted by this

par agr aph shall continue for 30 days after the owner or
registrant returns fromduty as long as the vehicle is not
operated until the required financial responsibility has been
est abl i shed.

(3) The insurance coverage has term nated or financial
responsi bility has |apsed sinmultaneously with or subsequent
to expiration of a seasonal registration, as provided in
section 1307(a.1) (relating to period of registration).

* %k

(f) Operation of a notor vehicle without required financial
responsi bility.--Any owner of a notor vehicle for which the
exi stence of financial responsibility is a requirenment for its
| egal operation shall not operate the notor vehicle or permt it
to be operated upon a highway of this Commonweal th w thout the
financial responsibility required by this chapter. In addition
to the penalties provided by subsection (d), any person who

fails to conply with this subsection as a first offense commts

a summary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to

pay a fine of not less than $300[.] or nobre than $500, or as a

second offense conmmits a m sdeneanor of the third degree and

shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $1,000, or

as a third or subsequent offense commts a m sdeneanor of the

third degree and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a

fine of $2,000. In the case of a person who fails to conply with

this subsection as a first offense, the sentenci ng judge or

district justice nmay substitute a peri od of supervised conmunity

service in place of any portion of the fine which exceeds $300.

* * %

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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