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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 931 5

| NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, READSHAW THOVAS, BELFANTI,
YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO, BEBKO- JONES, HORSEY, JAMES, RAMOS,
STEELMAN, WASHI NGTON, WOINAROSKI, WALKO, S. M LLER,
MANDERI NO, JOSEPHS, CASCRI O, BENNI NGHOFF, DALEY, SCRI MENTI,
BATTI STO AND LEDERER, MARCH 17, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 17, 1999
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, regulating the practice
of bail enforcenent.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 57 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:
SUBCHAPTER C
BAI L ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS
Sec.
5771. Definitions.
5772. Constitutional limtations.
5773. Registration.
5774. Mandatory training.
5775. Notification to | aw enforcenent personnel.

5776. Penal ti es.
§ 5771. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bail enforcenent officer.” Any person who, for a fee or
conpensation, or prom se thereof, pursues or retrieves an
i ndi vi dual who has been set at |iberty by court order upon
condition that he appear at a specified tinme and place, and who
wi thout | awful excuse fails to appear at that tine and pl ace.
The term shall not include police officers, sheriffs or |aw
enf orcenent personnel who execute warrants of arrest for bai
forfeitures pursuant to their official duties. The term shal
i ncl ude bail bondsnen, agents thereof and independent
contractors.

"Law enforcenent personnel."” Police officers who are
certified under 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 21 Subch. D (relating to
muni ci pal police education and training), who are authorized to
enforce this title or violations under 75 Pa.C.S. Pt. 11
(relating to operation of vehicles) and who carry firearnmns.

§ 5772. Constitutional |imtations.

Bai | bondsnmen and their agents, including bail enforcenent
officers, shall conformto constitutional constraints relating
to search and arrest which are applicable to | aw enforcenent
officers. No bail bondsman or bail enforcenment officer shal
have the power to enter a prenises, search or arrest a suspect
wi t hout conformng to constitutional |imtations afforded by the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of
Pennsyl vani a.

§ 5773. Registration.
(a) GCeneral rule.--Any person who, for a fee, perforns the

duties of a bail enforcenment officer shall register with the
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1 Pennsylvania State Police prior to conducting business in this

2 Conmmonwealth, and with the clerk of courts of each county prior
3 to conducting business in the county.

4 (b) Qualifications.--A person registering under this section
5 nust:

6 (1) Be 21 years of age or ol der.

7 (2) Be a citizen of the United States.

8 (3) Submt to fingerprinting and be phot ographed for

9 identification.

10 (4) Not have been convicted of a felony or m sdeneanor
11 of the first and second degree or of any crinme of violence or
12 fraud.

13 (5) Undergo and pass a background check for nental

14 stability, the requirenents of paragraphs (1), (2) and (4)

15 and such other requirenments as may be established under

16 section 103 of the Brady Handgun Vi ol ence Prevention Act

17 (Public Law 103-159, 107 Stat. 1536).

18 (6) Undergo 80 hours of training and be certified by the
19 Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Crinme and Del i nquency, the cost of
20 the training to be paid for by the prospective bai
21 enforcenment officer or by the bail bondsman with whomthe
22 person is contracted.
23 (7) Obtain a license fromthe Insurance Departnent at a
24 cost of $25 annually. The provisions of 42 Pa.C. S. § 5743
25 (relating to insurance of license) shall apply to the
26 l'i cense.
27 (8) File a certificate with the clerk of courts that the
28 person has a policy of professional liability insurance from
29 a conpany aut horized to issue such a policy in this
30 Commonweal th covering official duties at a m ni num of
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$250, 000 per incident and a m ni nrum aggregate of $500, 000 per

year.

(9) Be required to be certified by the Constabl es’
Educati on and Training Board to carry a firearmunder the
requi rements of 42 Pa.C.S. 8§ 2948 (relating to use of
firearns) if the bail enforcement officer carries a firearm
in the pursuit of professional duties.

(10) Carry an identification badge and photo
identification identifying the individual as a bai
enforcenment officer.

(c) Penalty.--No person may participate in the practice of
bai | enforcenent unless the person has registered with the
Pennsyl vania State Police. A person who violates the provisions
of this section conmts a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

§ 5774. Mandatory training.

(a) Training requirenent.--Any person who registers as a
bail enforcenment officer shall, prior to performance of any
activity, either as independent contractor or as an agent of
anot her be required to conplete successfully not |ess than 80
hours of training, admnistered by the Pennsyl vania Comr ssi on
on Crime and Delinquency.

(b) Training course.--The Pennsyl vania Conm ssion on Crine
and Del i nquency shall establish a training course, to certify
persons trained in bail forfeiture arrest, which shall include
instructions in the laws of arrest, search and seizure,
constitutional guarantees and crimnal due process of |aw

(c) Registration.--Each bail enforcenment officer shall, by
January 15, April 15, July 15 and October 15, file with the
clerk of courts of each county in which the officer has

conduct ed busi ness a summary of all business conducted in the
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1 county during the preceding quarter.
2 (d) Appropriation.--The sum of $200, 000, or as nuch thereof
3 as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Conm ssion on
4 Crinme and Delinquency for the fiscal year July 1, 1999, to June
5 30, 2000, for adm nistrative costs of training.
6 8 5775. Notification to | aw enforcenent personnel.
7 (a) Notification.--Any person who engages in the practice of
8 bail enforcenent officer shall notify | aw enforcenent personnel
9 of the person's activities within the jurisdiction.
10 (b) Entering structures.--Any person who enters an occupi ed
11 structure to retrieve a suspect shall notify |aw enforcenent
12 agencies prior to entering.
13 § 5776. Penalties.
14 (a) GCeneral rule.--No person shall engage in the practice of
15 bail enforcenment or hire an i ndependent contractor to enforce
16 bail obligations unless the contractor has conplied with the
17 registration and training provisions of this subchapter.
18 (b) Penalty.--A person who violates the provisions of this
19 section commts a m sdenmeanor of the third degree.
20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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