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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 823 %%

I NTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS, E. Z. TAYLOR FAIRCH LD, BELARDI, ORIE,
STERN, FORCI ER, PRESTON, LYNCH, DALEY, SEYFERT AND MARKCOSEK
MARCH 10, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MARCH 10, 1999
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 14, 1961 (P.L. 324, No.188), entitled

"An act relating to the establishment, operation and

mai nt enance of the State Library and public libraries in the

Commonweal t h; amendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng

the laws relating thereto; inposing duties upon public

officers; providing for State and | ocal cooperation and
assistance in the establishnent and mai ntenance of |ibraries;
prescri bing penalties; and repealing existing | aws,"
requiring the Auditor General to performcertain audits of
library funds.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 413 and 414 of the act of June 14, 1961
(P.L.324, No.188), known as The Library Code, are anended to
read:

Section 413. Library Directors to Control Al Funds.--All
noneys appropriated for the establishment and/ or mai ntenance of
a local library and all noneys, if any, received from other
sources for its use, shall be under the exclusive control and
shal | be disbursed under the direction of the board of library

directors. Such board of library directors shall have the power
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to contract with the board of directors of another library to
establish a cooperative plan for inproving library services.

[ The board of control of any library, established as
specified in section 411 of this act, and of any library
recei ving nuni ci pal appropriations shall make a report,
annual ly, to the proper rmnunicipal authorities, of the noneys
received by such library fromthe nmunicipality and the
di spositions made thereof, and the accounts of the treasurer of
said board shall be audited as in the case of other nunicipal

expenditures.] The Auditor General shall cause to be perforned a

full audit of any and all accounts of:

(1) all libraries receiving nore than fifty thousand doll ars

($50,000) in State appropriati ons on an annual basis; and

(2) all libraries receiving less than fifty thousand doll ars

($50,000) in State appropriati ons every third year begi nni ng

three vears fromthe |ast audit reported to the State Library.

The results of the audits shall be nade avail able to the proper

muni ci pal authorities and the State Library. Nothing in this

section shall preclude a nunicipality fromperfornmng its own

audit of any and all accounts of any library for which it

provi des financial support at any tinme the nunicipality deens

Section 414. Annual Reports.--[The annual report required by
the | ast preceding section shall contain an item zed st at enent
of all receipts fromwhatever source, and expenditures, and

shall show] Al libraries provided financial support by a

muni ci pality shall provide an annual report to the nmunicipality

provi di ng support showi ng the condition of the library and any
branches thereof, the nunmber of vol unes, maps, panphlets and

other materials, the nunber added by purchase, gift or
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ot herwi se, the nunber |lost or wthdrawn, the nunber of

regi stered borrowers and readers and a statenent of the
circulation of material, with such other information and
suggestions as may seem desirable. A copy of each report made to
the nmunicipal officers shall be sent to the State Library in

Harri sburg.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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