PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 775, 2547

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 728 5

| NTRODUCED BY ARGALL, FREENMAN, Ml LH NNEY, L. I. COHEN, FARGO,

PH LLIPS, E. Z. TAYLOR, TANGRETTI, MANDERI NO, W LLI AMS

BATTI STO, BELFANTI, BROWNE, FAI RCH LD, GEORGE, GORDNER,
HALUSKA, HARHAI, HENNESSEY, LEVDANSKY, MANN, MAYERN K

McCALL, PLATTS, RAMOS, READSHAW ROCSS, SAI NATO, SATHER,
SCHRCODER, STEELMAN, STERN, STURLA, TRELLO, VAN HORNE
YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG WAINARGCSKI, PIPPY, LEH BELARDI, HUTCH NSON,
GRUCELA AND DAI LEY, MARCH 8, 1999

AS

AMENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
DECEMBER 6, 1999
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AN ACT

Encouragi ng State agencies to |locate facilities in a downtown

area; and providing for report to General Assenbly.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Downt own

Locati on Law.

Section 2. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that:

(1) This Commonweal th has | ost over 4,000,000 acres of
farm and to devel opnent in the |ast 40 years.

(2) The phenonenon of urban flight and sprawl has led to
a decline of traditional central and nei ghborhood busi ness

di stricts throughout this Comonwealth.
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(3) The decline of these districts has a clear |inkage
to many problens facing our conmunities: crinme, unenploynent,
shrinking tax bases and decaying infrastructure.

(4) It is in the best interest of this Conmonwealth to
facilitate the revitalization of traditional central and
nei ghbor hood busi ness districts within our communities.

(5) Federal agencies already have established a policy
to use downtown | ocations.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of General Services of the
Commonweal t h.

"Downtown area." The central business district of a city,
bor ough, incorporated town or township, or any conmercial area,
wi thin a nei ghborhood of a city, borough, incorporated town or
township, in every case that has served as a commercial center
within that community of this Commonweal t h.

"SATELLI TE OFFI CE FACI LI TY." A SUBORDI NATE LOCATI ON OF A
STATE AGENCY OFFI CE THAT OPERATES FEVWER HOURS EACH DAY OR FEVER
HOURS EACH WEEK THAN THE MAI N STATE AGENCY OFFI CE, OFFERS
Dl FFERENT SERVI CES THAN THE MAI N OFFI CE OR OTHERW SE DI FFERS | N
| TS OPERATI ONS FROM THE MAI N STATE AGENCY OFFI CE AND | S
MAI NTAI NED FOR THE CONVENI ENCE OF PATRONS OR OTHERW SE TO
| MPROVE THE DELI VERY OF SERVI CES BY A STATE AGENCY

"Secretary."” The Secretary of General Services of the
Commonweal t h.

"State agency."” An executive agency or independent agency as

those terns are defined in 62 Pa.C.S. 8 103 (relating to
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definitions). THE TERM | NCLUDES THE TEAM PENNSYLVANI A HUMAN <—
RESOURCES | NVESTMENT COUNCI L AND ANY LOCAL WORK FORCE | NVESTMENT
BOARD WHI CH WORKS W TH THE COUNCI L.
Section 4. Powers and duties.
(a) Cuidelines.--The departnment shall establish guidelines
to encourage State agencies to locate all new office facilities
AND NEW SATELLI TE OFFI CE FACILITIES in downtown areas. The <—
gui del ines shall include consideration of the follow ng factors:
(1) The requirenents of the agency.
(2) Servicing clientele needs.
(3) Local econom c considerations.
(4) The availability of suitable space in a downtown
ar ea.
(5) Conpetitiveness in the marketpl ace.
(6) Cost to the Comonweal t h.
(7) THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON. <—
(b) Leases.--Prior to a State agency entering into a | ease
of real estate for office purposes, the State agency shall, in
accordance with the departnment guidelines, consider |ocating the
office facilities in a downtown area.
(c) Construction.--Wenever a State agency is planning to
construct a building to be used for office purposes, the State
agency shall, in accordance with the departnent's guidelines:
(1) Consider the rehabilitation, reuse, or both, of
exi sting structures within a downtown area. Consideration may
i ncl ude reasonable efforts to:
(i) Rehabilitate or rebuild the structure's facade,
if appropriate, in a way which naintains the
architectural integrity of the building and streetscape

according to the United States Secretary of the
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1 Interior's standards for rehabilitation in Federal

2 regul ati ons.

3 (i1i) Ensure that the structure neets the

4 requi renents of the Americans with Disabilities Act of

5 1990 (Public Law 101-336, 104 Stat. 327) in a manner

6 whi ch respects the architectural integrity of the

7 bui | di ng.

8 (2) Consider new construction on available land within a
9 downt own area. Consideration may include reasonable efforts
10 t o:

11 (1) Have the scale and facade of the new structure
12 mai ntain the architectural integrity of the existing

13 street scape.

14 (ii) Ensure that the structure neets the

15 requi renents of the Americans with Disabilities Act of

16 1990 in a manner which respects the architectural

17 integrity of the neighboring building.

18 Section 5. Report to General Assenbly.

19 (a) Report.--Four years after the effective date of this
20 act, and every year thereafter, the departnent shall submt a
21 report to the Uban Affairs and Housing Commttee of the Senate
22 and the Urban Affairs Commttee of the House of Representatives
23 concerning the inplenmentation and effectiveness of this act.
24 (b) Baseline.--Wthin 90 days after the effective date of
25 this act, the departnment shall prepare a list of all office
26 facilities currently owned or | eased by State agencies. The |i st
27 shall identify those office facilities |located in a downtown
28 area.
29 (c) Contents.--This report shall include, but not be limted

30 to, the follow ng:
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(1) The total nunber of office facilities currently
owned or |eased by State agencies. The list shall identify
those office facilities located in a downtown area as defined
by this act. This list shall be conpared with the total
nunber of office facilities owned or | eased by State agencies
on the effective date of this act.

(2) The total nunber of |eased and State-constructed
office facilities reviewed by the department during the prior
year and of that total

(i) The nunber of |eased and State-constructed
facilities which were | ocated in downtown areas as
defined by this act.

(i1i) The nunber of |eases and State-constructed
office facilities that included the restoration and reuse
of an existing structure.

(ii1) The nunmber of |eases and State-constructed
office facilities that were not |ocated in downtown areas

and the reasons for not locating in a downtown area.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.

J26L71DMS/ 19990H0728B2743 - 5 -



