PRINTER S NO. 656

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 623 =%

| NTRODUCED BY SERAFINI, E. Z. TAYLOR, HUTCH NSQN, M:NAUGHTON,
HARHAI AND SEYFERT, FEBRUARY 22, 1999

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 22, 1999
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AN ACT
Prohi biting individuals who are incarcerated from having access
to certain equipnment and prograns; providing for the

di sposition of certain equipnent; and inposing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Prison |Inmate
Trai ni ng Reform Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

“Inmate.” A person who is detained by a court of |aw and who
is incarcerated in any of the follow ng:

(1) A State correctional facility.
(2) A county prison or jail or detention facility
mai ntai ned by a nunicipality.

(3) A tenporary holding facility.
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(4) A prerelease center or simlar facility.
(5) A halfway house.
Section 3. Access to equi pnent prohibited.

An inmate shall not have access to or use of any of the
foll ow ng types of equi pnment regardl ess of the sentence inposed
agai nst the inmate or the reason for the inmate's detention:

(1) Free weights, commonly referred to as barbells or
dunbbel I s.

(2) Fixed nmachines that enploy plates or tension bands
for weight resistance training.

(3) A device or apparatus designed to increase nuscle
mass or strength or both nmuscle mass and strength.

(4) Any other device or apparatus, as determ ned by
personnel at the facility where the inmate is detained, that
woul d enable an inmate to enhance his physical strength and
t hus pose an increased risk to personnel of the facility or
upon rel ease, to | aw enforcenent officers or potential crine
victins.

Section 4. Access to certain program prohibited.

An inmate shall not have access to or participate in any of
the foll ow ng prograns, whether the prograns are supported by
Federal, State or local funds or are provided by inmates,
facility enpl oyees or volunteers or through donations:

(1) Boxing.

(2) Westling.

(3) Karate, judo or any other formof martial arts.

(4) Any other program as determ ned by personnel at the
facility where the inmate is detained, that would enable an
inmate to enhance his physical strength or fighting skill or

bot h physical strength and fighting skill and thus pose an
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increased risk to personnel of the facility, or upon rel ease,

to | aw enforcenment officers or potential crime victins.
Section 5. Renoval of equi pment and cessation of prograns.

(a) Required action.--A facility that on the effective date
of this act nakes the equi pnent described in section 3 or the
prograns described in section 4 available to i nnmates or nakes
bot h the equi pnent and prograns available to i nmates shal
remove the equi pnent and di scontinue the progranms within 30 days
of the effective date of this act.

(b) Disposition of equipnent.--Equipnment required to be
removed under subsection (a) shall be donated to the officers
associations or simlar organizations at the facility for use by
officers and staff at the facility. Equiprment that is unwanted
or unneeded by an officers' association shall be offered,
through lottery, to |l aw enforcenent agencies in the area
surrounding the facility for use by | aw enforcenent personnel.
The remai ni ng equi pnent, if any, shall be offered, through
lottery, to enmergency nedical service and fire and rescue
service organi zations for use by their personnel.

Section 6. Construction of act.

This act shall be construed to permt an innate to engage in
physi cal activities that do not enable an inmate to enhance his
physi cal strength or fighting skill or both physical strength
and fighting skill and thus pose an increased risk to personnel
of the facility or upon release, to | aw enforcenent officers or
potential crime victinms. Nothing in this act shall prohibit the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Playing basketball.
(2) Joggi ng.
(3) Riding a stationary bicycle.
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(4) Participating in calisthenics supervised by facility
staff.

(5) Engaging in simlar activities that do not enhance
physi cal strength or fighting skill or both physical strength
and fighting skill.

Section 7. Penalty.

A civil penalty of $10,000 shall be assessed agai nst a
facility that fails to conply with section 5(a). The penalty may
be assessed for each day that a facility fails to conply with
section 5(a).

Section 8. Repeals.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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