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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 252 5

| NTRODUCED BY WAGNER, TI LGHVAN, AFFLERBACH, COSTA, BODACK,
MURPHY AND HUGHES, NOVEMBER 24, 1998

REFERRED TO RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, NOVEMBER 24, 1998
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Governor to create a conmm ssion to adm nister funds
to be received fromthe tobacco litigation settlenment for the
pur pose of establishing public health initiatives which prevent
yout h access and provi de education to the public on health
i nplications of tobacco use.

WHEREAS, Several states have filed |awsuits against cigarette
makers such as J. R Reynol ds Tobacco Co., Phillip Mrris,
Ameri can Tobacco Inc., Brown and WIIlianson Tobacco Corp. and
its parent conmpany B.A T. Industries, P.L.C, Brooke G oup
Ltd.'s Liggett Goup, Lorillard Tobacco Co., Inc., and United
St at es Tobacco Co.; and

WHEREAS, The | awsuits filed against cigarette nakers, in
general, allege that the industry mani pul ated nicotine levels in
cigarettes to keep snokers addicted; and

VHEREAS, The | awsuits were filed due to the mllions of
dol | ars spent on the treatnment of snoking-related illnesses
under the Medicaid program and

WHEREAS, Thousands of Pennsyl vani ans have succunbed to

snoking-related ill nesses; and



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania has joined in the
| awsuits, through Attorney General M chael Fisher, seeking
recovery of the financial costs incurred by the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania for the treatnent of snoking-related illnesses; and

WHEREAS, The Attorney General of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a along with attorneys general from other states
announced on Novenber 16, 1998, a settlenment proposal of the
t obacco litigation; and

WHEREAS, The proposed settl enent woul d i npose bans on the
mar ket i ng of tobacco products and require a paynent of $206
billion to states by the tobacco industry and an additi onal
$1.45 billion for the establishnent of a National Public
Educati on Fund; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a nay recover as nmuch as $11 billion
under the proposed settlenent; and

WHEREAS, Attorney Ceneral M chael Fisher should be
congratulated for his work in this historic settlenent; and

VWHEREAS, The settlenment of the tobacco | awsuits marks the
begi nning of a public health initiative on the education and
prevention of tobacco use; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate urge the Governor to forma
commi ssion, with the participation of the Attorney General, to
i npl enent and to advise the Commonweal th on use of funds for the
pur pose of reducing youth access and consunption and providi ng
education to the public on the health inplications of tobacco
use with enphasis on tobacco-rel ated cancer research and
prevention through hospitals and universities in this
Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commi ssion include, at a mninum the

Attorney Ceneral, President pro tenpore of the Senate, the
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Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Mnority Leader of
the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the House of
Representatives, or their appointed representatives, nenbers of
the public, the Physician General, the Secretary of Health and a
representative fromthe Pennsylvania State Education
Associ ation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate urge the Governor to formthe

conmi ssion as soon as the proposed tobacco settl enent has been
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finalized in accordance with the law and be it further
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RESOLVED, That this resolution be sent to Governor Thomas J.
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Ri dge and Attorney General M chael Fisher.
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