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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 244 5

I NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, HELFRI CK, STQUT, BELAN, MADI GAN,
STAPLETON, KUKOVI CH AND COSTA, NOVEMBER 9, 1998

REFERRED TO GAME AND FI SHERI ES, NOVEMBER 9, 1998
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A RESCLUTI ON

Rel ating to the Pennsyl vania Gane Comm ssion programfor wld
bi rds.

WHEREAS, In the last 20 years, Pennsylvania has experienced a
st eady decrease in wild pheasant popul ations avail able for
harvest by Pennsyl vani a sportsnmen and sportswonen; and

WHEREAS, This decrease is due in part to a dramatic reduction
in habitat available to wild pheasants resulting fromthe
encroachnment of devel opnent into rural areas and i nproved
farm ng techni ques; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Gane Comm ssi on operates several
ganme farnms on which pheasants are raised so that they may be
rel eased into the wild and avail able for harvest, and the
estimated cost of raising a bird at a gane farmis approxi mately
$13 to $15 per pheasant; and

WHEREAS, Prior to utilizing its own gane farm the
Pennsyl vani a Gane Commi ssi on engaged i n an aggressi ve pheasant

st ocki ng programin cooperation with sporting organizations,
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farmers and youth organi zations which, if reinstituted, nmay be
nore cost effective than the present system of farnms operated by
t he conm ssion; and

WHEREAS, Because these pheasants experience human contact
while being raised to a self-sustaining stage of devel opnent,
they are unable to devel op the necessary instincts which protect
them from predation and allow themto successfully propagate;
and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmmi ssion operates a very
successful program of trapping and transferring wild turkeys to
areas in this Conmonweal th which are capable of sustaining wld
t urkey popul ations; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Gane Commi ssi on program provi des
for the propagation of wild birds which possess the necessary
protective instincts resulting in natural regeneration and
restocking; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Pennsylvania Gane
Commi ssion to continue to study and provide the resources
necessary to produce adequate cover and habitat for pheasant
popul ations so that they are capable of propagating naturally
and devel opi ng the necessary wild instincts which make them | ess
vul nerable to predation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Pennsylvania Game Conm ssion institute an
aggressive trap and transfer programfor wld pheasants simlar
to that utilized for wild turkeys to introduce wild pheasants
with natural defensive instincts to areas that require pheasant
popul ati ons for harvesting; and be it further

RESCLVED, That during the transition fromthe stocking of
farmrai sed pheasants and the inplenentation of a trap and

transfer program the Pennsyl vania Gane Commi ssion study and
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determ ne whether the reduction of bag limts, restriction on
areas in which pheasants nay be harvested or the tenporary
suspensi on of pheasant hunting for one or nore |icense years

will be the npst effective nethod to reestablish and increase
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wi | d pheasant popul ati ons.
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