PRINTER S NO. 2262

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1579 %%

I NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, NOVEMBER 9, 1998

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, NOVEMBER 9, 1998
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AN ACT
Requi ring the Departnent of Education to provide techni cal
assi stance and to report to the General Assenbly and school
districts on alternative education prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Departnent of

Education Study on Alternative Education Prograns Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Governnment and community officials as well as
medi cal and educational professionals are referring to
vi ol ence as an epi dem c.

(2) Since 1988 teenage boys in the United States
general ly have been nore |likely to die from gunshot wounds
than fromall natural causes conbi ned.

(3) There are nearly 3,000,000 incidents of crime on or

near school grounds each year.
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(4) Gun-related violence takes the life of an American
child at | east every three hours and the lives of at |east 25
children, the equivalent of a full classroom every three
days.
(5) Violence is a | earned behavior. The basic val ues,
attitudes, behavior patterns and comunication skills
acquired early inlife are likely to be key in devel opi ng
predi spositions for violent behavior later in life.
(6) School districts have the responsibility of
provi di ng expel |l ed students an alternative educati on.
Section 3. Departnment of Education technical assistance on
alternative education prograrns.

It shall be the duty of the Departnent of Education to
provi de technical assistance to school districts on alternative
education prograns for school-age children who have vi ol at ed
school policies related to weapons, al cohol or drugs,
intentional injury to another person or who have been expell ed
or served two or nore |ong-term suspensions within one school
year. Such technical assistance shall include, but not be
[imted to:

(1) Providing information on effective nodel alternative
educati on prograns.

(2) On-site consultation on the devel opnent of
alternative education program design, curriculum devel opnent,
staff devel opnment and parent and comrunity invol venent
syst ens.

(3) Information on avail able Federal and State financi al
resources to support alternative education prograns.

Section 4. Departnent of Education study on alternative

educati on prograns.
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(a) Report required.--One year after the effective date of
this act, the Departnent of Education shall submt a report to
t he Education Committee of the Senate, to the Education
Committee of the House of Representatives and to school
districts on the issue of alternative education prograns for
school -age children who have viol ated school policies related to
weapons, al cohol or drugs, intentional injury to another person
or who have been expelled or served two or nore |ong-term
suspensi ons within one school year.

(b) Report conponents.--The report shall include:

(1) An overview of the effectiveness of existing
al ternative education prograrns.

(2) Reconmendations on standards for alternative
education prograns in this Commonweal t h.

(3) An evaluation of the need for mandati ng specific
alternative education progranms in Conmmonweal th school
districts.

(4) Reconmendations for other actions by the General
Assenbly or | ocal school districts to respond to the problem
of school -age children who have vi ol ated school policies
rel ated to weapons, al cohol or drugs, intentional injury to
anot her person or who have been expelled or served two or
nore | ong-term suspensions wi thin one school year.

(c) Appointnment of advisory panel.--The Secretary of
Educati on shall appoint an advisory panel to provide
recommendati ons to the Departnent of Education on the
devel opnent of technical assistance resources.

(d) Menbers of advisory panel.--The advisory panel shal
consi st of at |east seven nenbers, including the follow ng:

(1) A representative of juvenile court judges.
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(2) A representative of the child welfare system

(3) An educator.

(4) A parent.

(5) A resident of this Coomonwealth who is active in
community antiviolence efforts.

(6) A representative fromthe field of | aw enforcenent.

(7) A child psychol ogi st.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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