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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1109 %55

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, MJUSTO, AFFLERBACH,
BELAN, KUKOVI CH AND RHOADES, SEPTEMBER 23, 1997

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, SEPTEMBER 23, 1997
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AN ACT

Providing for early childhood education inprovenent grants; and
maki ng an appropri ation.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The quality of education children receive in their
earliest years lays a critical foundation for |later success
i n school and the workpl ace.

(2) Increased investnent in the early grades of
ki ndergarten through third grade can | ead to greater student
acadeni ¢ achi evenent and savings to the public school system
in reduced costs of renedial and special education and
prograns for disruptive students.

(3) Despite the proven benefits of full-day kindergarten
prograns, many school districts have found the costs of such
prograns prohibitive.

(4) Research and experience have denonstrated that young
children in small classes have hi gher achi evenent than young

children in | arger cl asses.
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(5) New findings on how young children devel op and | earn
have led to nore effective teaching strategies, and public
school professionals need access to quality professional
devel opnent opportunities in order to utilize these new
teaching strategies in their classroonmns.

(6) Wile many school districts need financi al
assistance to invest in early childhood education
i nprovenents, they also need flexibility to determ ne which
initiative best neets the needs of their students and
fam|lies.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Early
Chi | dhood Education | nprovenent G ant Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Aid ratio,” The aid ratio as defined in section 2501(14) of
the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public
School Code of 1949.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Eligible district.” A school district with an aid ratio
equal to or greater than 0.6000.

Section 3. Early childhood education inprovenent grants.

(a) Full-day kindergarten grants.--Beginning with the 1997-

1998 school year and each school year thereafter, an eligible

district that operates a full-day kindergarten programwith a
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full -day kindergarten average daily nmenbership of ten or nore
students shall receive a grant fromthe departnment equal to:

$1,000 X the full-day kindergarten average daily nenbership X

the aid ratio for the district.

(b) dassroombased grants.--Beginning with the 1997-1998
school year and each school year thereafter, an eligible
district that has an average daily nmenbership of not nore than
22 students for the kindergarten through third grade cl assroonmns,
shall receive a grant fromthe departnment equal to:

$1,000 X the average daily nenbership of the kindergarten

through third grade classroons X the aid ratio of the

district.

(c) Teacher-based grants.--Beginning with the 1997-1998
school year and each school year thereafter, an eligible
district that operates an early chil dhood educati on and
pr of essi onal devel opnent program approved by the departnent for
ki ndergarten through third grade classroomteachers shal
receive a grant fromthe departnent equal to:

$500 X the nunmber of classroomteachers in kindergarten

through third grade X the aid ratio of the district.

No eligible district shall receive nore than $500, 000 under this
subsecti on.

(d) Miltiple grants.--An eligible district may receive any
or all of the grants specified in subsections (a) through (c)
provided that the district neets the requirenents set forth in
each subsection as applicable.

(e) Effect of grants.--Gants received under this section
shall be in addition to and shall not affect any other paynent
that an eligible district my receive fromthe Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Appropriation.
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The sum of $42, 000,000, or as nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Education
for the fiscal year July 1, 1997, to June 30, 1998, in order to
provi de early chil dhood education inprovenent grants under this
act .

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1997, or inmediately,
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whi chever is |ater.
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