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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 861 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MELLOW MJUSTO, W LLI AMS, KASUNI C, COSTA AND
PI CCOLA, APRIL 2, 1997

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, JUNE 16, 1997
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AN ACT

Providing for restrictions on purchases of real property in
second class A cities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Restrictions on purchases.
(a) GCeneral rule.--Deeds for any real property exposed for
any TAX OR MUNICIPAL LIEN sale in a second class A city shall <—
not be exchanged any sooner than 20 days nor |ater than 45 days
after any sale.
(b) Petition.--A city of the second class A may, within 15
days of any TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL LIEN sale of real estate, petition <—
the court of common pleas to prohibit the transfer of any deed
for any property exposed for any TAX OR MUNI Cl PAL LI EN sale <—
which is located in that city to any purchaser who is proven to
nmeet any of the criteria set forth in the city's petition.
(c) Criteria.--The petition of the city of the second class

A shall, at a mnimum allege that the purchaser has over the



| ast three years PRECEDI NG THE FI LI NG OF THE PETI TI ON exhi bi t ed
a course of conduct which denonstrates that the purchaser:
(1) permts PERM TTED an uncorrected housi ng code
violation to continue unabated after being convicted of such
vi ol ati on;
(2) #abts FAILED to maintain the property owned by that
purchaser in a reasonabl e manner such that it peses POSED a
threat to health, safety or property;
(3) permts PERM TTED the use of property in an unsafe,
| LLEGAL or unsanitary manner such that it peses POSED a
threat to health, safety or property; or
(4) aets—or—has acted as an agent for a purchaser who
seeks SOUGHT to avoid the limtations placed on the purchase
of property by this act.
Al | egations under this subsection shall be proved by a
pr eponder ance of the evidence.

(d) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Purchaser.” Any individual, partner, sharehol der, trust,
partnership, limted partnership, corporation or any other
busi ness associ ation, or any trust, partnership, limted

partnership, corporation or any other business association that
has any individual as part of the business association who had
any ownership interest or rights in the property. A change of
name or business status shall not defeat the purpose of this
secti on.

"Uncorrected housing code violation.”™ Any conviction of a
vi ol ati on of the heusing BU LD NG HOUSI NG PROPERTY MAI NTENANCE

OR FIRE code of a second class A city which is not renedied
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wi thin six nonths of conviction.

"Violation." Any conviction under a heusing BU LDl NG
HOUSI NG, PROPERTY MAI NTENANCE OR FI RE code which peses POSED a
threat to health, safety or property, but not a conviction
deened by a court to be de mnims.
Section 2. Application.

This act shall apply to all sales conducted on or after the
effective date of this act.
Section 3. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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