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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 852 %5

I NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF AND RHOADES, APRIL 1, 1997

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 1, 1997
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the Comm ssion on Dispute Resol ution and Conflict

Managenent and providing for its powers and duties;

establishing the Dispute Resolution and Conflict Managenent

Commi ssi on Fund; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Dispute
Resol ution and Conflict Managenment Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Conmm ssion on Dispute Resol ution and
Conflict Managenent established in section 3.

"Di spute resolution and conflict managenent." Any process

that assists persons in a dispute or a conflict to resolve their

di fferences without unnecessary litigation, prosecution, civil



1 unrest, econom c disruption or violence.

2 "Di spute resolution and conflict managenent program”™ A

3 programthat provides or encourages dispute resolution and

4 conflict managenent, including, but not limted to, nediation,
5 arbitration, conciliation and facilitation. The program may

6 serve the legal community, business community, public sector,
7 private sector or private individuals or any conbination

8 thereof. The termshall also include a programthat provides

9 education or training in the primary and secondary school s and
10 in the colleges and universities of this Commonweal th, as well
11 as in other appropriate educational foruns, about the

12 elimnation, prevention, resolution and nmanagenent of disputes
13 and conflicts.

14 "Fund." The Dispute Resolution and Conflict Managenent

15 Comm ssion Fund established in section 6.

16 Section 3. Conmmi ssion.

17 (a) Establishnent.--The Conmm ssion on D spute Resol ution and
18 Conflict Managenment is hereby established as an i ndependent

19 admnistrative agency.
20 (b) Purposes.--The conm ssion shall have the foll ow ng
21 purposes:
22 (1) Devel oping, coordinating and supporting dispute
23 resol ution and conflict managenent education, training and
24 research progranms in this Commonweal t h.
25 (2) Consulting with, educating, training, providing
26 resources for and otherw se assisting persons and public or
27 private agencies, organizations or entities that are
28 interested in dispute resolution and conflict managenent as
29 potential parties or engaged in the field as practitioners.
30 (c) Menbers.--The commi ssion shall consist of 16 nmenbers.
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Four menbers shall be appointed by the Governor; two nenbers
each shall be appointed by the President pro tenpore of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House or Representatives, the
Mnority Leader of the Senate and the Mnority Leader of the
House of Representatives; and four nenbers shall be appointed by
the Suprenme Court of Pennsylvania. O the four nenbers appointed
by the Governor, one shall be a nenber of the Pennsylvania
Counci| of Mediators, one shall be a nenber of the bar of the
Suprene Court of Pennsylvania, and two shall be nonl awer
citizens. At |least one of the two nenbers appointed by the
President pro tenpore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Mnority Leader of the Senate and the
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives shall be a

nonl awyer citizen. O the four nenbers appointed by the Suprene
Court, one shall be a judge of an appellate court of

Pennsyl vani a, one shall be a judge of a trial court of

Pennsyl vani a, one shall be a judge of the mnor judiciary, and
one shall be a nmenber of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. The
commi ssi on shall include nen and wonen and should reflect the
geographic, ethnic and racial diversity of this Comobnwealth.
The conmm ssion shall elect a chairman and ot her necessary
officers during its first nmeeting each cal endar year.

(d) Termns.--Menbers first appointed by the Governor shal
serve a termof four years, nenbers first appointed by the
CGeneral Assenbly shall serve a termof three years and nenbers
first appointed by the Suprene Court shall serve a termof two
years. Thereafter, all menbers shall serve a termof four years.
Menbers may be reappointed and shall remain in office until a
successor is qualified.

(e) Expenses.--The nenbers of the comm ssion shall serve
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wi t hout conpensation but shall be reinbursed for actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official
duti es.
Section 4. Powers and duti es.

The conmm ssion shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Serve as an information and referral clearinghouse
for dispute resolution and conflict managenent prograns
services, including, but not limted to, nediation,
arbitration, conciliation and facilitation.

(2) Establish a dispute resolution service available to
t he General Assenbly, Commonwealth and | ocal agencies to
address public policy controversies and other disputes
i nvolving the public. This service shall be provided through
referrals to providers of dispute resolution services or
t hrough conm ssion staff.

(3) Establish and collect fees for dispute resolution
services provided by conm ssion staff. Any fees coll ected
shall be deposited into the fund.

(4) Adm nister a funding programfor the establishnent
and operation of community dispute settlenent centers.

(5) Encourage and support the establishnent of peer
medi ati on prograns in school districts.

(6) Support the devel opnent of court prograns, in
cooperation with the court and the bar, for referral of
appropriate cases to dispute resol ution processes.

(7) Mnitor and eval uate the program effectiveness of
the prograns funded in whole or in part by the Commonweal th
t hrough the conm ssi on.

(8) Advise and assist, upon request, the executive and

| egi sl ati ve branches of the Comobnweal th and | ocal
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governments in devel opi ng policies, plans and prograns
related to dispute resolution and conflict managenent.
(9) Enploy an executive director and such other staff as
necessary.
(10) Issue regul ations necessary for the proper
adm ni stration of this act.
Section 5. Report.

The conmm ssion shall submt an annual report to the Governor
and to the General Assenbly concerning the work of the
conmmi ssion during the preceding fiscal year.

Section 6. Fund.

There is hereby established in the State Treasury a separate
fund to be known as the Di spute Resolution and Confli ct
Managenent Conmi ssion Fund. All fees for dispute resolution and
conflict managenment progranms or services provided under this act
shall be deposited into the fund. The noneys fromthis fund
shall be appropriated as necessary to fulfill the purposes of
this act and to provide for any grants nmade by the conm ssion.
Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 000,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Commi ssion on Dispute
Resol ution and Conflict Managenment for the fiscal year July 1,
1997, to June 30, 1998, to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 1997, or inmediately,

whi chever is |ater.
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